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Noboru SHIMOMURA

In the previous issues of the MEMOIRS (Vol. 9, No.1 & Vol. 12, No.1), I reported on “Mysticism
in To a God Unknown” and “Social Goncern and Mysticism in The Grapes of Wrath,” respectively. In
the former thesis, in order to pursue the main theme of the novel, I studied the relationship be-
tween the two categories—Christianity and paganism—into which so many references and allusions to
mysticism are classified. In the latter one, to clarify what makes the novel, as it were, immortal,
I examined the correlation between social concern and mysticism.

In this paper, on the other hand, in order to grasp the purport of Steinbeck’s unique evangelical
message, 1 have investigated the correlation between Christian doctrine represented by both the
Hamiltons and the Trasks and Eastern philosophy by Lee, the Chinese servant, as a series of my

research of Steinbeck’s mysticism.
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Introduction

“I am choosing to write this book to my sons. They are little boys now and they will
never know what they came from through me, unless I tell them. It is not written for them
to read now but when they are grown and the pains and joys have tousled them a little....
want them to know how it was, I want to tell them directly, and perhaps by speaking directly
to them I shall speak directly to other people.... They have no background in the world of
l‘fterature, they don’t know the great stories of the world as we do. And so I will tell them one
of the greatest, perhaps the greatest story of all—the story of good and evil, of strength and
weakness, of love and hate, of beauty and ugliness” (JS-PC, 1/29/51).! This is Steinbeck’s
remark on one of his starting days of writing this novel. He inststs that he is going to write
this book for his sons, Tom and John,—for their future knowledge. He goes on to state, “I have
written each book as an exercise, as practice for the one to come. And this is the one to come.
There is nothing beyond this book—nothing follows it. It must contain all in the world I know
and it must have everything in it of which I am capable—all styles, all techniques, all poetry—
and it must have in it a great deal of laughter” (JS-PC, 2/12/51).2 Later he goes so far as to
call this novel “The Book” (JS-PC, 7/9/51).2

The above quoted remarks reveal his great expectation and confidence imposed upon the
book. Contrary to his zeal, however, most critics are unfavorable to the book. For instance,
Peter Lisca, who is his most understanding critic, criticizes East of Eden quite severely, saying,
“To these faults of structure and theme must be added one other fault which, except for Stein-
beck’s first novel, had not been evident until Burning Bright—the failure of language,”* and “but
it is certain that the new direction of Burning Bright and East of Eden had disastrous consequences
for his art.”® Peter Lisca apparently seeks to find the “agglutination of materials,” and the
book’s “essential failure” in the history of its composition. By the former phrase he seems to
mean that the novel unnaturally forces together the story of the fictional Trask family with
“an accurate, factual account of Steinbeck’s own maternal family, the Hamiltons.”® He cites
substantial evidences from the first draft of the novel and from the letters Steinbeck wrote in
1948 that the book was originally intended as a family history written for his own sons.” At
some time, however, “as late as March of 1949” a change of plans took place: “Somewhere
in the early stages of this family saga, however, Steinbeck introduced a fictional family, the
Trasks, and he soon found himself at the mercy of his materials. The importance of the Trask
family in the novel grew until the author realized that he had a far different book on his
hands from what he had originally conceived, one which centered on the Trasks and not on
the Hamiltons, Steinbeck’s maternal family. By this time, however, the two families were
inextricably entangled, and the author decided to keep them that way, but reduced the story
of his own family to its vestigial elements and struck out all the special passages written to
his sons.”® All things considered, Peter Lisca seems to go so far as to brand this novel as a
“total failure.”® As well as many other critics including Peter Lisca, Prof. Hideo Inazawa, the
distinguished Japanese |Steinbeck critic, points out its structural flaw, saying that Steinbeck
should have struck out the part of the Hamilton family and instead concentrated on Adam’s
grief which lasts for more than a decade after Cathy’s departure.?®

Expecting his critics’ chorus of severe criticism, however, Steinbeck dares to insist: “It
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will also be said that I could well leave the Hamiltons out of the book because they do not
contribute directly nor often to the Trask development. And I must be very willful about this,
because this is not a story about the Trasks but about the whole Valley which I am using as a
microcosm of the whole nation. It is not a romanza. I know I will have that war to fight” (JS-
PC, 4/23/51)."* Surely, as Lester Jay Marks puts it, “The Hamilton famly—Samuel, Liza, and
their half dozen children of diverse pzrsonality—is Steinbeck’s device for gi%/ing breadth and
dsepth to the microcosmic adventures of Adam Trask and his two sons.”'? Marks compares the
sections of the book involving the Hamiltons to the inter-chapters of The Grapes of Wrath—*"ei-
ther to reflect and generalize action that has occurred, or to signal action that is to come.”!3
Notwithstanding Mark’s enthusiastic advocacy, Steinbeck’s attempts to impose an order on his
diverse materials in no way prove so successful.

Therefore, we can neither call this novel “The Book” as Steinbeck insists, nor can we
brand it as a “total failure”!* as Peter Lisca seems to maintain. This is because we are greatly
moved by his sincerity and skill of telling the unique evangelical message in spite of its struc-
tual flaw. Consequently, evaluating this novel as reaching a peak next to The Grapes of Wrath,
let us examine it from the view-point suggested in the title of this paper.

As the title of the novel suggests, its theme centers on a modern version of the Cain and
Abel story, told through the three generations of the Trask family. Steinbeck regards this
story in Genesis as a true account of human conditons, especially when made clear in the God’s
words to Cain after rejecting his sacrifice. Steinbeck grounds his interpretation of the story on
a new version of the Hebrew word “timshel,” which the King James version renders as “Thou
shalt,” and which the American Standard Bible renders as “Do thou.” He suggests that the word
is more meaningfully and truly rendered as “Thou mayest,” for this gives man the dignity of
free will. By uttering this word “timskzl” the central figure Adam is finally saved through his
inner struggles. It is Lee, the Chinese servant, that gives out the new version of the word and
successfully guides Adam to his salvation of soul with might and main. A Chinese merchant
with the same family name, Lee Chong, appears in Cannery Row (1945): “Lee Chong is more
than a Chinese grocer. He must be. Perhaps he is evil balanced and held suspended by good—
an Asiatic planet held to its orbit by the pull of Lao Tze and held away from Lao Tze by the
centrifugality of abacus and cash register—Lee Chong suspended, spinning, whirling among
groceries and ghosts. A hard man with a can of beans—a soft man with the bones of his grand-
father.”’® Lee here in this novel is portrayed as a quite human and humorous man, while
another Lee in East of Eden is at once a servant and a philosopher. He acts as Steinbeck’s
spokesman, but he is more than that. He is endowed with wisdom acquired through the long
history of the race’s once glorious culture and then tragedy and servitude. He seems to be a
Confucian as most Chinese used to be, and at the same time a Taoist who secretly enjoys his
unrestrained, free will, most unnoticed as a servant.

In this paper, I regard both the Hamiltons and the Trasks as belonging to the Christian
world, as a “microcosm of the whole nation.” Under the category of Christianity the history
of the Hamiltons is rendered as the requiem for the family and that of the Trasks as the “C-A
theme.” Next, I will examine the Biblical background of the Cain and Abel story. And on the
other hand, under the category of Eastern philosophy, I will examine the character of Lee, the
Chinese servant, and of the four old Chinese gentlemen who study the Hebrew word “timshel”
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for over two years together with Lee. And then I will examine Confucianism, which used to
be the race’s basic moral rule, and Taoism, which is apparently contradictory to it. Lastly I
will examine the correlation between Christianity represented by both the families and Eastern
philosophy by Lee, thus finally coming to the analysis of Steinbeck’s evangelical message and
of how man, Cain’s offspring, can be saved.

-

I. Christianity
1. History of the Hamiltons: Requiem for the Family

Steinbeck reveals a common coloring—some autobiographical elements—in some of his
works, telling the readers about his own childhood. Especially in East of Eden the characteristic

is conspicuous:

I remember my childhood names for grasses and secret flowers. I
remember where a toad may live and what time the birds awaken
in the summer—and what trees and seasons smelled like—how
people looked and walked and smelled even. The memory of odours
is very rich.

I remember that the Gabilan Mountains to the east of the valley
were light gay mountains full of sun and loveliness and a kind of
invitation, so that you wanted to climb into their warm foothills
almost as you want to climb into the lap of a beloved mother. They
were beckoning mountains with a brown grass love. The Santa
Lucias stood up against the sky to the west and kept the valley
from the open sea, and they were dark and brooding—unf{riendly
and dangerous. I always found in myself a dread of west and a
love of east.!®

Steinbeck goes on remembering one after another the old scenes of the Salinas Valley in each
season, using the first person. Clearly this novel smacks of his autobiography. This is because
this book was originally intended to be his family history told for his sons, as he insists.
Steinbeck’s maternal grand-father, Samuel Hamilton, immigrated from Ireland together
with his wife Liza about 1870 and settled in the east of King City, California. “Samuel had
good looks and charm and gaiety. It is hard to imagine that any country girl refused him. He
came to the Salinas Valley full-blown and hearty, full of inventions and energy. His eyes were
very blue, and when he was tired one of them wandered outwards a little. He was a big man
but delicate in a way. In the dusty business of ranching he seemed always immaculate. His
hands were clever. He was a good blacksmith and carpenter and woodcarver, and he could
improvise anything with bits of wood and metal. He was for ever inventing a new way of
doing an old thing and doing it better and quicker, but he never in his whole life had any talent
for making money. Other men who had the talent took Samuel’s tricks and sold them and grew
rich, but Samuel barely made wages all his life” (p. 6). He was handsome and had very clever
hands. He built a house, barn and a blacksmith shop with his own hands. Soon he found that
his large land was almost useless without water. He built a well-boring rig, and he bored wells
for other people. He invented and built a threshing machine and moved through the valley in
harvest time, threshing the grains for others. And in his shop he sharpened ploughs and mend-
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ed harrows and welded broken axles and shod horses. Men from all over the district brought
him tools to mend. They all loved to hear him talk of the world and its thinking, of poetry and
philosophy that were going on outside the valley. “He had a rich deep voice, good both in song
and in speech, and while he had no brogue there was a rise and a lilt and a cadence to his talk
that made it sound sweet in the ears of the taciturn farmers from the valley bottom” (p. 7).
They liked his witty,comical stories. They called him “comical genius.” He should have been
vesy rich, but he had no gift for business. His customers, always pressed for money, promised
payment after harvest, and then after Christmas, and then after—until at last they forgot it.
He had no gift for reminding them, so the family stayed always poor. It was in such situations
that Adam sent for Samuel to dig wells. But Liza persistently tried to dissuade him from going
to Adam’s, suspecting of the usual result. This time he would not listen to her: ““Mother,” Sam-
uel cried, ‘here’s our chance to scratch our name in the First National Bank! Don’t throw the
weight of your tongue in the path of fortune. Please, Mother!’” (p. 157).

So eager to earn a considerable sum of money, he went out. In this way Samuel came to
know Adam and Lee, the Chinese servant. After his second daughter Una’ sudden death, he
became remarkably old and weak. He died at the home of Steinbeck’s mother Olive and was
buried at the Salinas cemetery.

Before going away to Salinas, he had left his last remark to Lee: “ ‘“Thou mayest rule
over sin,” Lee. That’s it. I do not believe all men are destroyed. I can name you a dozen who
were not, and they are the ones that the world lives by. It is true of the spirit as it is true of
battles—only the winners are remembered. Surely most men are destroyed, but there are oth-
ers who like pillars of fire guide frightened men through the darkness....” (p. 268). Samuel
insisted that, though most men are destroyed, there are others who are not destroyed. And
my further research will prove that Samuel himself is, undestroyed, one of the “others who
like pillars of fire guide frightened men through the darkness.”

Liza is also one of the “others.” This fact can be proved by some examples. One of them
is the case in which she helped Adam for the frightened Lee and Samuel immediately after
Cathy’s childbirth, “She had a dour Presbyterian mind and a code of morals that pinned down
and beat the brains out of nearly everything that was pleasant to do” (p. 6). She believed in
the Bible without questioning. Her faith was a “mountain” (p. 219). Though she as well as
Samuel could be one of the “others” by her firm faith, she was “a very different kettle of fish”
(p. 8), and “a tight hard little woman humourless as a chicken” (p. 6). “Her head was small
and round and it held small round convictions. She had a button nose and a hard little set-back
chin, a gripping jaw set on its course even though the angels of God argued against it” (p. 8).
The following quotation shows the basic difference of character between the couple.

Una’s death struck Samuel like a silent earthquake. He said no
brave and reassuring words, he simply sat alone and rocked
himself. He felt that it was his neglect that had done it.

And now his tissue, which had fought joyously against time,
gave up a little. His young skin turned old, his clear eyes dulled,
and a little stoop came to his great shoulders. Liza with her
acceptance could take care of tragedy; she had no real hope this
side of Heaven. But Samuel had put up a laughing wall against
natural laws, and Una’s death breached his battlements. He be-



6 RITRSEFIIEEMRE $£13% #£1%5 Qo)

came an old man. (p. 239)

She died at Olive’s “with a pinched little smile on her mouth, and her cheekbones were shock-
ingly high when the red was gone from them” (p.424). She had given birth to four sons
and five daughters. “A good part of her life was taken up with bearing and raising” (p. 35).

George, the eldest of the four sons, was “a tall handsome boy, gentle and sweet, who had

-~ from the first a kind of courtliness. Even as a little boy he was polite and what they used to
call ‘no trouble’” (p. 31). He inherited the neatness of his appearance from his father. He was
“a sinless boy and grew to be a sinless man” (p. 31). In his middle age, he proved to have per-
nicious anaemia. It is considered possible that “his virtue lived on a lack of energy” (p. 31).
In short, he was neither a useful son, nor a harmful one. Steinbeck does not tell about him any
more than the following: “His other children (than the dead Una) were doing well. George
was in the insurance business” (p. 239).

Will, the second son, had “little imagination but he had great energy. From childhood
on he was a hard worker, if anyone would tell him what to work at, and once told he was inde-
fatigable. He was a conservative, not only in politics but in everything. Ideas he found revo-
lutionary, and he avoided them with suspicion and distaste. Will liked to live so that no one
could find fault with him, and to do that he had to live as nearly like other people as possible”
(p. 31). All his life he was lucky. “Certain individuals, not by any means always deserving,
are truly beloved of the gods. Things come to them without their effort or planning. Will Ham-
ilton was one of these. And the gifts he received were the ones he could appreciate. As a
growing boy Will was lucky. Just as his father could not make money, Will could not help
making it” (p. 32). At first he succeeded in the chicken business and then in the bicycle-and-
tool business. In short he grew up to be a shrewd merchant without affinity to his father’s
imaginative, or his mother’s religious nature. He became a prosperous automobile dealer and
then one of the most influential business men in King City. In the course of time he sold an
automobile to Adam. He also came to loan a considerable sum of money to Caleb, Adam’s twin
son, for bean investment. In the novel he is portrayed as very successful, but his end is not
mentioned. In Journal of a Novel Steinbeck tells the truth: “Only Will can come back. What
really happened to Will is so silly that I cannot use it. His wife died. He married his stenog-
rapher. She got him to retire to golf and travel and he died of boredom in six months. It's too
pat. I couldn’t think of using it”!”

Tom, the third son, was “most like his father. He was born in fury and lived in light-
ning. Tom came headlong into life. He was a giant in joy and enthusiasm” (p. 33). He was a
“dark-faced man; his skin, perhaps from sun, was a black red, as though some Norse or per-
haps Vandal blood was perpetuated in him. His hair and beard and moustache were dark red
too, and his eyes gleamed startlingly blue against his colouring. He was powerful, heavy of
shoulders and arm, but his hips were slim. He could lift and run and hike and ride with any-
one, but he had no sense of competition whatever. Will and George were gamblers and often
tried to entice their brother into the joys and sorrows of venture” (p. 240). On the contrary,
Tom was so sensitive as to write “secret poetry, and in those days it was only sensible to keep
it secret. The poets were pale emasculates, and Western men held them in contempt. Poetry
was a symptom of weakness, of degeneracy and decay” (p. 245). He was “as inventive as his
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father but he was bolder” (p. 33), and perhaps “it was his driving sexual need that made him
remain a bachelor. It was a very moral family he was born into. It might be that his dreams
and his longing, and his outlets, for that matter, made him feel unworthy, drove him some-
times whining into the hills. Tom was a nice mixture of savagery and gentleness”(p. 33). After
his parents’ departure to Salinas he stayed alone at the old Hamilton ranch together with the
broken-hearted and frustrated Dessie. He was always tortured by his over-consciousness of
himself and of good and evil (p. 357). He seems to have committed suicide, thinking that he
had killed Dessie by mistake (p. 358).

Joseph, the fourth son, was “a kind of mooning boy, greatly beloved and protected by
the whole family. He early discovered that a smiling helplessness was his best protection from
work. His brothers were tough hard workers, all of them. It was easier to do Joe’s work than
to make him do it” (p. 34). He was also “physically lazy, and probably mentally lazy too. He
day-dreamed out his life, and his mother loved him more than the others because she thought
he was helpless. Actually he was the least helpless, because he got exactly what he wanted
with a minimum of efforts. Joe was the darling of the family” (p. 34). ‘He was to be sent to
college because he was no good at anything else (p. 34). He had gone east and was engaged in
a new job of advertising. Contrary to his parents’ expectation, his “very faults were virtues
in this field. He found that he could communicate his material day-dreaming—and, properly
applied, that is all advertising is. Joe was a big man in a new field” (p. 239).

The romantic temperament of the four sons’ father was reflected most conspicuously
in Tom and least in Will. Of the four sons, only the two appear as minor heroes: Tom is
portrayed as an innocent and pure young man suffering from his own over-consciousness of
himself, but on the other hand Will as a shrewd merchant always trying to catch up with the
fad of his days.

There were five daughters interspersed with the boys in the family.

Lizzie, the eldest daughter (Steinbeck guesses so because she was named after her moth-
er), “early seemed to find a shame for her family. She married young and went away and
thereafter was seen only at funerals. Lizzie had a capacity for hatred and bitterness unique
among the Hamiltons. She had a son, and when he grew up and married a girl Lizzie didn’t
like she did not speak to him for many years” (p. 35). Never again does she appear in the
novel.

Una, the second daughter (Steinbeck is not certain which is older, Lizzie or Una), was
a “thoughtful, studious, dark girl” (p. 35). She was of all his daughters “Samuel’s greatest joy.
Even as a little girl she hungered for learning as a child does for cookies in the afternoon”
(p. 238). About learning, the father and daughter had an implicit mutual understanding be-
tween them (p. 238). “Of all the children Una had the least humour. She met and married an
intense dark man—a man whose fingers were stained with chemicals, mostly silver nitrate”
(p. 238). He had been devoting his life to the development of color-film. The couple moved to
somewhere on the border of Oregon. There she was killed by the accidental explosion in the
laboratory and her body was shipped home (p. 238). George, Steinbeck’s uncle, his eyes filled
with tears, told Steinbeck about her miserable death many years later: “Una was not a beau-
tiful girl like Mollie,... But she had the loveliest hands and feet....And Una had lovely skin too,
translucent, even glowing. ...And then they brought her home. Her nails were broken to the
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quick and her fingers cracked and all worn out. And her poor, dear feet—...Her feet were bro-
ken and gravel-cut and briar-cut. Her dear feet had not worn shoes for a long time. And her
skin was rough as rawhide” (p. 239). Her accidental death dealt Samuel a fatal blow and he
suddenly became “an old man” (p. 239).

Dessie, the third daughter, was such a girl “whose laughter was so constant that every-

one near her was glad to be there because it was more fun to be with Dessie than with anyone

“else” (p. 35). She was “not beautiful. Perhaps she wasn’t even pretty, but she had the glow
that makes men follow a woman in the hope of reflecting a little of it” (p. 341). She was run-
ning a dress-making shop, which was a “unique institution in Salinas. It was a woman’s world”
(p. 245). Her shop was once very prosperous. But soon afterwards she suffered from her lost
love. Besides she was beaten by the growing popularity of ready-made clothes. Doubly frus-
trated, she retired to the old Hamilton house to live with Tom, because “Tom loved Dessie
best” (p. 35) of all his family. She fell seriously ill at the abdomen, when Tom gave her a glass
of pearly liquid of salt (p. 354). Overnight she suffered a severe pain and finally died. “Dessie’s
eyes were milky and crazy, like those of a maddened horse. Her mouth corners erupted thick
bubbles and her face was on fire. Tom put his hand under the cover and feit muscles knotted
like iron. And then her struggle stopped and her head fell back and the light glinted on her
half-closed eyes” (p.355). A week after Dessie’s funeral, Tom seems to have committed
suicide with a gun, pretending an accidental death for his mother’s sake (p. 358).

In Journal of a Novel Steinbeck remarks about the episode of Dessie and Tom: “And in
effect it is a kind of a dreadful story. It is the end of the Hamiltons in one sense and in one
direction. In all of it you will find a kind of play-acting, like children being kings and queens.
That has always seemed very sad to me and how much sadder if it is grown-up people playing
at kings and queens. That’s what this is—a travesty”'® And then he confesses that for a while
he thought he could better leave it out, but that he guessed he could not, because from the
first it had been integrated with the story in his mind."?

Olive (Steinbeck’s mother), the fourth daughter, became a primary school teacher at
eighteen. She became a celebrity in the country, and was wooed and wedded with Earnest
Steinbeck who was running a mill. She became Mrs. Steinbeck and bore three daughters and
one son (Steinbeck). She was devoted to household affairs. She was a gentle and strict mother
(p. 128). “Her theology was a curious mixture of Irish faries and an Old Testament Jehovah
whom in her later life she confused with her father. Heaven was to her a nice home ranch
inhabited by her dead relatives” (p.128). Talking of her profession, in Steinbeck’s novels
appear some primary school teachers, such as Miss Martin, Miss Morgan in The Pastures of
Heaven, and Elizabeth in To a God Uuknown. In these young teachers there seems to be reflected
some of the mother’s figure. On the other hand, Steinbeck never mentions his father (of the
German lineage) in the novel, but in Journal of a Novel he writes: “My father was not an inven-
tive man and he always said the Hamiltons were crazy. It was because he did not under-
stand them. One is always crazy. Also the inventions of the Hamiltons did not make money.
Money always removes the charge of craziness”? In the same book he mentions the difference
of character between the parents.? His father was too realistic to be mentioned in the novel.
Steinbeck seems to have been more strongly influenced by his maternal family than by his
paternal one, for many of his maternal relatives lived in and around Salinas. Especially his
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grandmother lived long with him and died in his parents’ home (p. 424).

Mollie, the fifth daughter, was “a little beauty with lovely blonde hair and violet eyes”
(p. 35). She married William J. Martin and the couple went away to live in San Francisco
(p. 219). She never appears again except on that memorable Thanksgiving Day (p. 247).

As 1 have already put it, Steinbeck seems to have been more strongly-influenced by his
maternal family—of the Irish lineage. He was strongly conscious of his blood. The following

qUotations will prove the fact.

The Irish do have a despairing quality of gaiety, but they have
also a dour and brooding ghost that rides on their shoulders and
peers in on their thoughts. Let them laugh too loudly, it sticks a
long finger down their throats. They condemn themselves before
they are charged, and this makes them defensive always. (p.33)
“My Tom is a hell-bent boy. Always takes more on his plate than
he can eat. Always plants more than he can harvest. Pleasures
too much, sorrows too much. Some people are like that. .. .”(p.121)
» . They (the Irish) ’'re a dark people with a gift for suffering
way past their deserving. It’s said that without whisky to soak
and soften the world, they’d kill themselves. But they tell jokes
because it’s expected of them.” (p.141)
It was a Weltschmerz—which we used to call “Welshrats” —the
world sadness that rises into the soul like a gas and spreads de-
spair so that you probe for the offending event and can find none.
(pp. 151—152)
He (Una’s husband Anderson) had great contempt, born of fear,
for the Hamiltons, for they all half believed they had wings—and
they got some bad falls that way. (p.238)

On the poetic imagination of the Irish, Dr. Shotaro Oshima, the distinguished Japanese
scholar, elaborates in his English Literature and Poetic Imagination. The Irish are said to be mostly
the descendants of the Celtic races. The Celtic races were exiled all the way over the sea from
the Continent to the British Isles, especially to Ireland. Since they settled there, they have
been economically wretched and politically oppressed. Reacting to the cruel realities, they have
come to be full of imagination. They often confuse their dream with the realities, being ex-
tremely prone to dreaming. In short, their literature is visionary rather than realistic: more
subjective than objective. They are economically the defeated, and so they appear merry in
appearance but actually are full of tears inside. They still have a gloomy aura around them in
which sorrow and delight are unreasonably mingled. Irish literature is tinted with the prim-
itive melancholy coming out of the emotion of the unfortunate races who were driven over the
sea.?? This consciousness no doubt underlies all of his works. Sometimes it appears as an un-
restrained laughter like in Tortilla Flat or sometimes as a ponderous speculation like in East of
FEden.

As 1 have mentioned in the Introduction, this novel was originally intended as the his-
tory of the Hamiltons to be told for his sons, but gradually its importance shifted to the Trask
story. However, I acknowledge the Hamilton story as “giving breadth and depth to the micro-
cosmic adventures of Adam Trask and his two sons,” as Lester Jay Marks puts it. And as I
have quoted from the Journal, the episode of Dessie and Tom is “the end of the Hamiltons in
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one sense and in one direction.” Moreover, Lee, the Chinese servant, remarks in the novel:
“When Samuel Hamilton died the world went out like a candle. I relighted it to see his lovely
creations, and I saw his children tossed and torn and destroyed as though some revengefulness
was at work. ...” (p.523). Thus, the Hamilton story is not just the history for his sons, but
consequently the requiem for the family.

2. History of the Trasks: the G-A Theme

Steinbeck explains in the Journal the source of the name of the Trasks and the bearings
of the family : “Next our grandfather and his sons and his daughters and his wife and the
land they took up near King City and how they lived, and some attempt to give them a quality
of their background. And finally I want to menton the neighbors. I do not have the name yet.
I think it might be Canable. No, that is a double or rather a triple meaning I don’t want. The
name is so important that I want to think about it. I remember a friend of my father’'s—a
whaling master named Captain Trask. I have always loved the name. It meant great ro-
mance to me.”* He goes on to express his opinion about the fictitious figures: “And further,
since these people are essentially symbol people, I must make them doubly understandable as
people apart from their symbols. A symbol is usually a kind of part of an equation—it is one
part or facet chosen to illuminate as well as to illustrate the whole. The symbol is never the
whole. It is a kind of psychological sign language. But in this book, which I want to have a
semblance of real experience both visual and emotional and finally intellectual, I want to
clothe my symbol people in the trappings of experience so that the symbol is discernible but
not overwhelming.”?* The Trasks are meant to be the neighbors of the Hamiltons and symbol
people unlike the Hamiitons, who lived their actual life. The above seems to show that Stein-
beck tried to make the combination of the factual Hamiltons with the fictitious Trasks repre-
sent the whole valley “as a microcosm of the whole nation.”?® This is suggested by the follow-
ing remark in the novel: “While many people came to the Salinas Valley penniless, there were
others who, having sold out somewhere else, arrived with money to start a new life. These
usually bought land, but good land, ...Such a man was Adam Trask” (p.9). If the Trasks are
of the latter type, then the Hamiltons must be of the former one.

Moreover, following what Steinbeck called “my C-A theme,”?® the Trasks and their
relatives are classified into two groups, the Cain and the Abel characters: Cyrus, Charles, Ca-
thy and Caleb, and Alice, Mr. and Mrs. Ames, Aron and Abra (Bacon).

First let us examine the C-theme of the “C-A theme.”

Cyrus, Adam’s father, was “something of a devil—had always been wild—drove a two-
wheeled cart too fast, and managed to make his wooden leg seem jaunty and desirable. He had
enjoyed his military career, what there was of it. Being wild by nature, he had liked his brief
period of training and the drinking and gambling and whoring that went with it. Then he
marched south with a group of replacements, and he enjoyed that too—seeing the country
and, stealing chickens and chasing rebel girls up into the haystacks. The grey, despairing wea-
riness of protracted manceuvres and combat did not touch him. The first time he saw the
enemy was at eight o’clock one spring morning, and at eight-thirty he was hit in the right leg
by a heavy slug that mashed and splintered the bones beyond repair. Even then he was lucky,
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for the rebels retreated and the field surgeons moved up immediately. Cyrus Trask did have
his five minutes of horror while they cut the shreds away and sawed the bone off square and
burned the open flesh” (p. 10).

While he was still in hospital, he contracted a particularly malignant disease from a negro
girl. Soon after he was discharged from the army, Mrs. Trask was infected with his gonor-
rhea. This caused Mrs. Trask to commit suicide in the water, leaving the baby Adam behind.
A<month had scarcely passed when he wooed and wedded a 17-year-old plain girl, Alice, a
daughter of one of his heighboring farmers. Soon Alice bore a boy, Adam’s half-brother. Cy-
rus launched on a new career as an old soldier: “While he continued to operate his farm as
such farms were operated in the neighbourhood, he entered on a new career—that of the old
soldier. And that energy which had made him wild now made him thoughtful. No.one now
outside the War Department knew the quality and duration of his service. His wooden leg was
at once a certificate of proof of his soldiering and a guarantee that he wouldn’t ever have to
do it again. Timidly he began to tell Alice about his campaigns, but as his technique grew so
did his battles. At the very first he knew he was lying, but it was not long before he was equal-
ly sure that every one of his stories was true. Before he had entered the service he had not
been much interested in warfare; now he bought every book about war, read every report,
subscribed to the New York papers, studied maps. His knowledge of geography had been
shaky and his information about the fighting non-existent; now he became an authority. He
knew not only the battles, movements, campaigns, but also the units involved, down to the
regiments, their colonels, and where they originated. And from telling he became convinced
that he had been there” (pp. 12—13). “Quite early he began to write letters and then articles
about the conduct of the war, and his conclusions were intelligent and convincing”(p. 13). “His
articles in various magazines attracted attention. His letters to the War Department, printed
simultaneously in the newspapers, began to have a sharp effect in decisions on the army” (p.
13). “And such a voice in military matters Cyrus Trask became. It came about that he was
consulted in matters of army organisation, in officer relationships, in personnel and equipment.
His expertness was apparent to everyone who heard him. He had a genius for the military.
More than that, he was one of those responsible for the organisation of the G.A.R. as a cohe-
sive and potent force in the national life. After several unpaid offices in that organisation, he
took a paid secretaryship which he kept for the rest of his life. He travelled from one end of
the country to the other, attending conventions, meetings, and encampments. So much for his
public life” (p. 14).

He managed his private household in an army way. Alice, taciturn, preferred it that
way. He also disciplined and trained his children as little soldiers. “It was the little boys who
really caught it. Cyrus had decided that even though the army was not perfect, it was still
the only honourable profession for a man. He mourned the fact that he could not be a perma-
nent soldier because of his wooden leg, but he could not imagine any career for his sons except
the army. He felt a man should learn soldiering from the ranks, as he had. Then he would

know what it was about from experience, not from charts and textbooks. He taught them the
manual of arms when they could barely walk. By the time they were in grade school, close-
order drill was as natural as breathing and as hateful as hell. He kept them hard with exer-
cises, beating out the rhythm with a stick on his wooden leg. He made them walk for miles,



12 HUESSIMEEbml 518 #1858 Q9

carrying knapsacks loaded with stenes to make their shoulders strong. He worked constantly
on their marksmanship in the wood-lot behind the house” (pp. 14—15). Following his convic-
tion, he sent the convalescent Adam to the army, where Adam served for ten years. When he
died, he bequeathed a tremendous sum of money equally divided to Adam and Charles. Later,
when Adam examined the scraps of old newspapers, he believed that Cyrus had stolen the
money from the G.A.R. Adam called his father Cyrus “thief” (p. 507). In short Cyrus plays
tawo roles: the father of the brothers and Yahweh as the gift-reciever (p. 24).

Charles, Adam’s half-brother, only a little over a year younger than Adam, “grew up
with his father’s assertiveness. Charles was a natural athlete, with instinctive timing and co-
ordination and the competitor’s will to win over others, which makes for success in the world.

Young Charles won all contests with Adam whether they involved skill, or strength, or
quick intelligence, and won them so easily that quite early he lost interest and had to find his
competition among other children. Thus it came about that a kind of affection grew between
the two boys, but it was more like an association between brother and sister than between
brothers. Charles fought any boy who challenged or slurred Adam and usually won. He pro-
tected Adam from his father’s harshness with lies and even with blame-taking. Charles felt
for his brother the affection one has for helpless things, for blind puppies and new babies” (pp.
15—16). Once, a scene similar to the fratricide in the Cain and Abel story took place: “‘Look
at his birthday!’ Charles shouted. ‘I took six bits and I bought him a knife made in Germany
—three blades and a corkscrew, pearl-handled. Where’s that knife?...What did you do on his
birthday? You think I didn’t see? Did you spend six bits or even four bits. You brought him
a mongrel pup you had picked up in the wood-lot. You laughed like a fool and said it would
make a good bird dog. That dog sleeps in his room. He plays with it while he’s reading. He’s
got it all trained. And where’s the knife? ‘Thanks,” he said, just ‘Thanks’” (p.24). Charles
became furious with rage against Adam because of the father’s partial love. He knocked Ad-
am down, and tried to kill him with a hatchet. Adam narrowly escaped from the danger. La-
ter, when Charles was working at the farm, he accidentally suffered a tatoo-like scar on the
forehead like Cain’s. After Adam’s long wandering across the states, the brothers lived rather
friendlily on the Trask farm. On the first night of Adam’s marriage with Cathy, Charles was
tempted by Cathy and he impregnated her. Thus, he became the real father of Caleb and
Aron. He died at the old Trask farm and bequeathed his fortune equally divided to Adam and
Cathy (p. 325).

Steinbeck believes that “there are monsters born in the world to human parents....And
just as there are physical monsters, can there not be mental or psychic monsters born? The
face and body may be perfect, but if a twisted gene or malformed egg can produce physical
monsters, may not the same process produce a malformed soul?

Monsters are variations from the accepted normal to a greater or a less degree....It is
my belief that Cathy Ames was born with the tendencies, or lack of them, which drove and
forced her all of her life. Some balance wheel was misweighted, some gear out of ratio. She
was not like other people, never was from birth. And just as a cripple may learn to utilise his
lack so that he becomes more effective in a limited field than the uncrippled, so did Cathy,
using her difference, make a painful and bewildering stir in her world” (p. 61).

Cathy’s face reveals the image of a snake: “As though nature concealed a trap, Cathy
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had from the first a face of innocence. Her hair was gold and lovely; wide-set hazel eyes with
upper lids that drooped made her look mysteriously sleepy. Her nose was delicate and thin,
and her cheekbones high and wide, sweeping down to a small chin so that her face was heart-
shaped. Her mouth was well shaped and well lipped but abnormally small—what used to be
called a rosebud. Her ears were very little, without lobes, and they pressed so close to her
head that even with her hair combed up they made no sithouette. They were thin flaps
sesled against her head” (p. 62). “Her wide-set eyes communicated nothing” (p. 148). “The
eyes were flat and the mouth with its small up-curve at the corners was carven” (p. 149).
“She doesn’t want the light. It hurts her eyes” (p. 164). Besides, she had a scar which “looked
like a2 huge thumb-print” (p. 137) on the forehead like Cain did.

She always had a “child’s figure even after she was grown, slender, delicatearms and
hands—tiny hands” (p. 62). She was a “liar, but she did not lie the way most children do.
Hers was no day-dream lying, ...Cathy’s lies were never innocent” (p. 63). “At ten Cathy knew
something of the power of the sex impulse and began coldly to experiment with it” (p. 64).
At sixteen she tried to go away from her parents, but soon was caught, and severely whipped
by her father (p. 72). Deceiving her parents by pretending to be a good girl, she brutally
killed them by setting fire to their house (p. 75). She ran away, taking what money her par-
ents had from the bank and the safe in the father’s tannery. She became a kept woman of a
whoremaster, Edwards (p. 80). When she was found to have swindled much money from him,
she was badly hit and hurt almost to death (p. 85). She was narrowly saved by crawling up to
the steps of the Trasks. Adam was so fascinated by her that he wooed and wedded her before
she was completely well. On the first night of their marriage, she purposely gave to Adam a
dose of her sleeping medicine and while he was sleeping, she entered Charles’ bed (p. 108).
She became pregnant and she bore twin-brothers, who were later named Caleb and Aron. She
had scarcely recovered when she went away, deserting the newborn babies (p. 175). She
went to Fay’s whore-house in Salinas, and later secretly killed Fay by poisoning her. She took
Fay’s place (p. 218). She suffered arthritis (p. 411). She began to go to church (p. 423). But
finally disappointed, she committed suicide and bequeathed her dirty money to the angel-like
Aron (p.481). Thus she seems to have three roles: Eve (Adam’s wife), the snake (her snaky
face and character), and Cain (her scar on the forehead).

Cal (Caleb) “looked more like Adam. His hair was dark brown. He was bigger than
his brother, bigger of bone, heavier in the shoulder, and his jaw had the square sternness of
Adam’s jaw. Cal’s eyes were brown and watchful, and sometimes they sparkled as though they
were black. But Cal’s hands were very small for the size of the rest of him. The fingers were
short and slender, the nails delicate. Cal protected his hands. There were few things that
could make him cry, but a cut finger was one of them. He never ventured with his hands,
never touched an insect or carried a snake about. And in a fight he picked up a rock or a stick
to fight with (p. 293). The following quotation well pictures Cal’s character: “Cal’s eyes stay-
ed on her (Abra). She tried to stare him down. She was an expert at staring down, but Cal
did not look away. At very first he had felt a shyness, but that was gone now, and the
sense of triumph at destroying Abra’s control made him laugh. He knew she preferred his
brother, but that was nothing new to him. Nearly everyone preferred Aron with his golden
hair and the openness that allowed his affection to plunge like a puppy. Cal’s emotions hid
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deep in him and peered out, ready to retreat or attack. He was starting to punish Abra for
liking his brother, and this was nothing new either. He had done it since he first discovered he
could. And secret punishment had grown to be almost a creative thing with him” (p. 304).

The difference in character between the two boys, Cal and Aron, can best be described
in this way: “If Aron should come upon an ant-hill in a little clearing in the brush, he would
lie on his stomach and watch the complications of ant life—he would see some of them bring-

~ing food in the ant roads and others carrying the white eggs. He would see how two members
of the hill on meeting put their antenne together and talked. For hours he would lie absorbed
in the economy of the ground.

If, on the other hand, Cal came upon the same ant-hill, he would kick it to pieces and
watch while the frantic ants took care of their disaster. Aron was content to be part of his
world, but Cal must change it” (p. 293). “From his first memory Cal had craved warmth and
affection, just as everyone does” (p. 384). He struggled in his mind and prayed to God: “Dear
Lord,” he said, “let me be like Aron. Don’t make me mean. I don’t want to be. If you will let
everybody like me, why, I'll give you anything in the world, and if I haven’t got it, why, I'll
go for to get it. I don’t want to be mean. I don’t want to be lonely. For Jesus’ sake, Amen”
(p. 332).

Later, when he grew up to be a young man, he came to guess from rumors that his mo-
ther Cathy was still alive and that she was running the most depraved whore-house. He be-
came sure of it through Rabbit’s careless remark (p. 386). He went to Cathy’s whore-house
and there he witnessed the “circus.” After seeing his mother, he felt a passionate love for his
father and wanted to comfort him (p. 390). He oten followed her secretly to her house and
finally saw what she really was:

Cal spoke happily, “I'm going,” he said. “I'm going now. It’s
all right. What Lee said was true.”

“What did Lee say?”
Cal said, “I was afraid I had you in me.”

“You have,” said Kate.

“No, I haven’t. 'm my own. I don’t have to be you.”

“How do you know that?” she demanded.

“T just know. It came to me whole. If I'm mean, it's my
own mean.”

“This Chinaman has really fed you some pap. What are you
looking at me like that for?”

Cal said, “I don’t think the light hurts your eyes. I think
you're afraid.”

“Get out!” she cried. “Go on, get out!”

“I'm going.” He had his hand on the door-knob. “lI don’t
hate you,” he said. “But I'm glad you’re afraid.” (p. 404)

In order to make up for his father’s loss from the lettuce investment, Cal bought futures
on beans and thereby made much money totaling $ 15,000. He wanted to give it to his father
as a present on Thanksgiving Day. When Adam saw the money, he took a long time to
answer: “‘I send boys out,” he said. ‘I sign my name and they go out. And some will die and
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some will lie helpless without arms and legs. Not one will come back untorn. Son, do you
think I could make a profit on that?... No. I won’t want it ever. I would have been happy if
you could have given me—well, what your brother has—pride in the thing he’s doing, gladness
inhis progress. Money, even clean money, doesn’t stack up with that.” His eyes widened a
little and he said, ‘Have I made you angry, son? Don’t be angry. If you want to give me a
present—give me a good life. That would be something I could value’” (p. 472). As a retort
to~Adam’s rejection of his love, Calinvited Aron to Cathy’s whore-house. Aron, completely
discouraged by the ugly realities, volunteered in the army, and was killed in a battle at the
Western front. Seriously shocked by the news, Adam lay nearly unconscious from a stroke.
Cal confessed his sin and begged Adam’s forgiveness’in vain (p. 519).

Next let us examine the A-theme.

Alice was the second wife of the brutal father of Adam, Cyrus. She had “a number of
admirable qualities. She was a deep scrubber and a corner-cleaner in the house. She was not
very pretty, so there was no need to watch her. Her eyes were pale, her complexion sallow,
and her teeth crooked, but she was extremely healthy and never complained during her
pregnancy. Whether she liked children or not no one ever knew. She was not asked, and she
never said anything unless she was asked. From Cyrus’ point of view this was possibly the
greatest of her virtues. She never offered any opinion or statement, and when a man was
talking she gave a vague impression of listening while she went about doing the housework.
The youth, inexperience, and taciturnity of Alice Trask all turned out to be assets for Cyrus”
(p. 12). She bore Adam’s half-brother, Charles. She “treated the boys equally, washed them
and fed them, and left everything else to their father,...” (p.16). Adam “ached towards her
with a longing that was passionate and hot” (p. 17). He vaguely longed for what he had not
received from his mother while he was a baby (p. 17). When he was badly hurt by Charles,
she kindly nursed him, saying, “He (Charles) is a strange boy. You have to know him—all
rough shell, all anger until you know” (p. 27). She died choking from her consumption while
Adam was away in the army (p. 29).

Adam Trask was born “on a farm on the outskirts of a little town which was not far
from a big town in Connecticut. He was an only son, and he was born six months after his
father was mustered into a Connecticut regiment in 1862. Adam’s mother ran the farm, bore
Adam, and still had time to embrace a primitive theosophy....He (Cyrus) came home six
weeks after Adam was born. His right leg was off at the knee. He stumped in on a crude
wooden leg he himself had carved out of beechwood. And already it was splitting” (p. 10).
“Adam found his father out. It wasn’t that his father changed, but that some new quality
came to Adam. He had always hated the discipline, as every normal animal does, but it was
just and true and inevitable as measles, not to be denied or cursed, only to be hated. And then
—it was very fast, almost a click in the brain—Adam knew that, for him at least, his father’s
methods had no reference to anything in the world but his father. The techniques and train-
ing were not designed for the boys at all but only to make Cyrus a great man. And the same
click in the brain told Adam that his father was not a great man, that he was, indeed, a very
strong-willed and concentrated little man wearing a huge busby. Who knows what causes
this—a look in the eye, a lie found out, a moment of hesitation?—then god comes crashing

down in a child’s brain.
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Young Adam was always an obedient child. Something in him shrank from violence,
from contention, from the silent shrieking tensions that can rip at a house. He contributed to
the quiet he wished for by offering no violence, no contention and to do this he had to retire
into secretness, since there is some violence in everyone. He covered his life with a veil of
vagueness, while behind his quiet eyes a rich full life went on. This did not protect him from
assault but it allowed him an immunity” (p. 15).
~ Towards Alice, Adam “concealed a feeling that was akin to a warm shame. She was not
his mother—that he knew because he had been told many times. Not from things said but
from the tone in which other things were said, he knew that he had once had a mother and
that she had done some shameful thing, such as forgetting the chickens or missing the target
on the range in the wood-lot. And as a result of her fault she was not here. Adam thought
sometimes that if he could only find out what sin it was she had committed, why, he would
sin it too—and not be here” (p. 16). “And he ached towards her with a longing that was
passionate and hot. He did not know what it was about, but all the long lack of holding,
of rocking, of caressing, the hunger for breast and nipple, and the softness of a lap, and the
voice-tone of love and compassion, and the sweet feeling of anxiety—all these were in his
passion, and he did not know it because he did not know that such things existed, so how
could he miss them” (p. 17). In the fight similar to the fratricidal one in the Cain-Abel story,
Adam was nearly killed by his half brother, Charles. Still lying in bed, Adam was half-
compulsorily enlisted in the cavalry by his father. (p. 28). In the cavalry the “emotion of
non-violence was building in him until it became a prejudice like any other thought-stultifying
prejudice. To inflict any hurt on any thing for any purpose became inimical to him. He
became obsessed with this emtion, for such it surely was, until it blotted out any possible
thinking in its area.” (p. 29). Charles often wrote to him, eagerly asking him to come back to
the Trask farm after his five years’ service, but he remained another five years there. After
that he wandered over almost all the states for several years. Finally, when he came back to
Charles, he knew that his father Cyrus had already died, bequeathing a tremendous sum of
money. Charles said he had loved his father, but Adam said, “I wasn’'t sure until now, ... I
was all mixed up with how I was supposed to feel. No, I did not love him” (p. 59). Anyway,
Adam felt released and free (p. 59).

One evening, Cathy, the monster woman, who had been seriously wounded by Edwards,
crawled up to the steps of the brothers’ house. While Adam attended on her, suddenly “he
knew joy and sorrow felted into one fabric. Courage and fear were one thing too. He found
that he had started to hum a droning little tune. He turned, walked through the kitchen, and
stood in the doorway, looking at Cathy. She smiled weakly at him, and he thought, What a
child! What a helpless child! and a surge of love filled him” (p. 103). Adam loved Cathy so
much that he married her before she recovered completely. However, Charles, suspicious of
her, protested, “Won’t you get rid of her? Please, Adam. Throw her out. She’ll tear you to
pieces. She’ll destroy you, Adam, she’ll destroy you!” (p. 106). On the same evening, Cathy
slept with Charles and became pregnant. “Whatever Cathy may have been, she set off the
glory in Adam. His spirit rose flying and released him from fear and bitterness and rancid
memories. The glory lights up the world and changes it the way a star-shell changes a battle-
ground. Perhaps Adam did not see Cathy at all, so lighted was she by his eyes. Burned in
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his mind was an image of beauty and tenderness, a sweet and holy girl, precious beyond think-
ing, clean and loving, and that image was Cathy to her husband, and nothing Cathy did or
said could warp Adam’s Cathy” (p. 112).

Thus, Adam moved to the Salinas Valley with the unwilling Cathy and settled in the
east of King City. He proudly said to Samuel Hamilton, who came to the new Trask farm to
dig wells for him: “Look, Samuel, I mean to make a garden of my land. Remember my name
issAdam. So far I've had no Eden, let alone been driven out” (p. 145).

Adam had purchased a vast acreage of fertile land on the Salinas River with the tremen-
dous bequeathed fund. He planned to build his own “Garden of Eden,” deserving his name.
He had employed a Chinese servant. Later Cathy bore twin brothers. Before she recovered
enough from her child-birth, she deserted Adam and the new-born babies. “On -the Trask
place Adam drew into himself. The unfinished Sanchez house lay open to wind and rain, and
the new floorboards buckled and warped with moisture. The laid-out vegetable gardens rioted
with weeds.

Adam seemed clothed in a viscosity that slowed his movements and held his thoughts
down. He saw the world through grey water. Now and then his mind fought its way upward,
and when the light broke in it brought him only a sickness of the mind, and he retired into the
greyness again. He was aware of the twins because he heard them cry and laugh, but he felt
only a thin distaste for them. To Adam they were symbols of his loss” (p. 218). Lee, the Chi-
nese servant, took care of the babies. Adam was so shocked that he left the babies unnamed
for over a year. Thanks to Samuel’s and Lee’s kind suggestions, however, Adam was finally
saved by the word “timshel” after suffering from many various distresses (p. 525).

Cathy’s father, Mr. William Ames, was running a tannery. He was a “covert man. He
rarely told the thoughts in his mind. He wouldn’t have dared so far to expose himself to the
gaze of his neighbours. He kept the little flame of suspicion to himself. It was better if he
didn’t know anything, safer, wiser, and much more comfortable. As for Cathy’s mother, she
was so bound and twisted in a cocoon of gauzy half-lies, warped truth, suggestions, all planted
by Cathy, that she would not have known a true thing if it had come to her” (p. 67). Later,
Cathy criticized her parents: “When I was a little girl 1 knew what stupid lying fools they
were—my own mother and father pretending goodness. And they weren’t good. I knew them.
...” (p. 280). Finally, Mr. and Mrs. Ames were mercilessly killed in the fire by their own
daughter Cathy (p. 75).

Aron grew up to be a handsome boy. His eyes were “very wide and he had a beautiful
soft mouth. The width between his blue eyes gave him an expression of angelic innocence. His
hair was fine and golden. The sun seemed to light up the top of his head.

He was puzzled—but he was often puzzled. He knew his brother was getting at some-
thing, but he didn’t know what. Cal was an enigma to him. He could not follow the reasoning
of his brother, and he was always surprised at the tangents it took” (p. 293). “Aron drew love
from every side. He seemed shy and delicate. His pink-and-white skin, golden hair, and
wide-set blue eyes caught attention. In the school-yard his very prettiness caused some diffi-
culty until it was discovered by his testers that Aron was a dogged, steady, and completely
fearless fighter, particularly when he was crying. Word got around, and the natural punishers
of new boys learned to let him alone. Aron did not attempt to hide his disposition. It was
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concealed by being the opposite of his appearance. He was unchanging once a course was set.
He had few facets and very little versatility. His body was as insensitive to pain as was his
mind to subtleties. ’

Cal knew his brother and could handle him by keeping him off balance, but this only
worked up to a certain point. Cal had learned when to sidestep, when to run away. Change of
direction confused Aron, but that was the only thing that confused him. He set his path and

“followed it and he did not see nor was he interested in anything beside his path. His emotions
were few and heavy. All of him was hidden by his angelic face, and for this he had no more
concern or responsibility than has a fawn for the dappling spots of its young hide” (p. 366).

Aron first met the pretty little girl Abra Wéaring a sunbonnet when he was eleven years
old. Both began to love each other (p. 303). As they grew to be youths, they dreamed of getting
married. Later, when Cal came to know the truth about his mother, he loved his father better
and felt an urge to protect him. On the other hand, Aron was caught “in the roil of change
too, but his impulses were more sluggish than Cal’s. His body did not scream at him so shrilly.
His passion took a religious direction. He decided on the ministry for his future....Aron’s
religion inevitably took a sexual turn. He spoke to Abra of the necessity for abstinence and
decided that he would live a life of celibacy. ... Cal watched his brother triumph over sins he
had never committed” (pp. 390, 391). Abra wanted to marry Aron and to bear his children, but
now she could just hope this phase would pass as soon as possible. Aron was loved by Rever-
end Rolf at the Episcopal church. One day he was told that a whore-house mistress (Cathy)
was coming to evening service. At high school Aron skipped a year due to his good grades and
entered Stanford University. As soon as Aron knew the truth about his mother, he, disap-
pointed, enlisted in the army and was Kkilled in a battle at the Western front. (p. 517).

Abra, the pretty little daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Bacon, was first seen by the twin
brothers when returning from rabbit hunting. The Bacons also had just entered the Adam
house to look for shelter from a sudden shower. “Beside the woman sat a girl, a little younger
maybe than the twins, but not much. She wore a blue-checked sun-bonnet with lace around the
front. Her dress was flowery, and a little apron with pockets was tied around her middle. Her
skirt was turned back, showing a petticoat of red knitted yarn with tatting around the edge.
The boys could not see her face because of the sunbonnet, but her hands were folded in her
lap, and it was easy to see the little gold seal ring she wore on her third finger” (p. 297). Mr.
Bacon addressed the boys, “My daughter’s name is Abra, boys. Isn’t that a funny name?” And
then he said to Adam, turning to him, “‘Abra was ready ere I called her name; And though
I called another, Abra came.” Matthew Prior. I won't say I hadn’t wanted a son—but Abra’s
such a comfort. Look up, dear.” (p.298). Mr. Bacon’s remark betrays his disappointment at
her birth and his dispassionate mood of naming her. Her name “Abra” itself reveals his insin-
cerity. Later, she made a promise to marry Aron. They played house, curtained by the branch-
es of a willow-tree (p. 367). But Aron’s devotion to religion took a sexual turn. “He spoke to
Abra of the necessity for abstinence and decided that he would live a life of celibacy. Abra in
her wisdom agreed with him, feeling and hoping that this phase would pass. ...She had never
been jealous before, but now she began to find in herself an instinctive and perhaps justified
hatred of the Reverend Mr. Rolf” (p. 391). After Aron went away to college, Abra really
began to know his family (p. 427). “She found that she trusted Adam more, and loved Lee



SHIMOMURA : Christianity and Eastern Philosophy in East of Eden 19

more, than her own father. ... Abra was a straight, strong, fine-breasted woman, developed and
ready and waiting to take her sacrament—but waiting. She took to going to the Trask house
after school, sitting with Lee, reading him part of Aron’s daily letter” (pp. 427, 428). Cal told
Abra that he had vengefully invited Aron to Cathy’s. Abra said, “I didn’t love Aron any
more.” “Why not,” Cal asked. She replied, “I've tried to figure it out. When we were children
we lived in a story that we made up. But when I grew up the story wasn’t enough. I had to
have something else, because the story wasn't true any more. ... Aron didn’t grow up. Maybe
he never will. He wanted the story and he wanted it to come out his way” (p. 503). Abra went
on to say, “...Ithink I love you, Cal. ...Because you're not good” (p. 504). She took the reluc-
tant Cal back to his father’s death-bed for Cal’'s and Adam’s salvation (p. 522). She would
surely be a new family-member of the Trasks.

In Journal of a Novel Steinbeck praises Abra highly :

Aron will develop to a certain extent but the powerful new people
are Cal and Abra and a new Adam. And it is going to concentrate
on them. The book has scattered a good deal. Now I feel that it
must pull in tightly as it goes. All of the principles have been
laid down except the principle of Abra. She is new to the book,
the strong female principle of good as opposed to Cathy. Her
strength will not be soft. Abra is a fighter and an effective human
being. She will take active part in the battle. 7

Here Steinbeck tries, it seems to me, to find his new hope in Abra. We have so far examined
each character of the Trasks and their relatives in the three generations. When we see the
Trask story as a whole, the scene similar to the Cain-Abel story is staged twice in the three
generations of the Trasks. Adam and Charles were half-brothers, sons of Cyrus Trask. Cyrus
loved Adam better than Charles. On his birth-day Cyrus received gifts from his sons and pre-
ferred Adam’s one, a stray mongrel pup, to the fine pocket knife which Charles had given him
after earning the money to buy it by cutting and selling a load of wood. In this way, a dome-
stic animal was preferred to a product of a farmer’s labor. In a jealous anger Charles beat
Adam almost to death. Later Charles received a scar like Cain’s mark on the forehead, while
he was working in the field. Many years later, when Adam was living with Charles the badly
hurt Cathy crawled up to the door of their house. Soon Adam fell in love with her, and mar-
ried her. On the first night of the wedding day, she slept with Charles, and became pregnant.
Adam preferred his son Aron, who in his boyhood raised Belgian hares (p. 259); the less liked
Caleb wanted to go to farming (p. 376). Caleb loved his father Adam so passionately that he
presented to him the money ( $15,000) that he had made by a business venture. But Adam
flatly rejected Cal’s gift because he thought the money was made from war profit, and com-
pared it with Aron’s success in entering the university one year earlier. Caleb revenged himself
by taking Aron to Cathy’s whore-house. Aron was so shocked that he enlisted in the army
early the next morning. A few days after Aron’s enlistment, Adam asked Caleb where his
brother was, and Caleb replied, “How do I know?...Am I supposed to look after him?” (p. 491).
This is an inhuman remark, typical of the Cain characters.

In The Grapes of Wrath Jim Casy said, “Well, they was nice fellas, ya see. What made

them bad was they needed stuff....” 2 But now Lee says that the Cain-Abel story is important
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because it is a story of rejection of love, from which all evil flows, since “with rejection comes
anger, and with anger some kind of crime in revenge for the rejection, and with the crime
guilt—and there is the story of mankind” (p. 235). Steinbeck himself states in Chapter 34: “I
believe that there is one story in the world, and only one, that has frightened and inspired us,
...Humans are caught —...— in a net of good and evil. I think this is the only story we have
and that it occurs on all levels of feeling and intelligence. ...In uncertainty I am certain that
~underneath their topmost layers of frailty men want to be good and want to be loved. Indeed,

most of their vices are attempted short cuts to love. ... We have only one story. All novels,
all poetry, are built on the never-ending contest in ourselves of good and evil” (pp. 359, 360).
Now good and evil have become absolute and objective. On the other hand, in In Dubious Battle
Doc Burton said, “...I want to see the whole picture—as nearly as I can. I don’t want to put on
the blinders of ‘good’ and ‘bad’, and limit my vision. ...”?® And in The Grapes of Wrath Jim Casy
said, “There ain’t no sin and there ain’t no virtue. There’s just stuff people do....”** Concerning
this problem, we notice a drastic change of the author’s view. As for what makes man bad, in
The Grapes Steinbeck mentions man’s material want, while in East he points to the rejection of
love. And in the preceding novels good and evil are relative and subjective. As Joseph Fonten-
rose points out, Steinbeck has limited his vision in East of Eden. ** We can never be clear about
the relationship between good and evil in this novel, for it is represented in four inconsistent
ways: (1) Good is opposed to evil. Cyrus, Charles, Cathy, and Caleb have bad traits opposed
to the good traits of Alice, Adam, Aron, and Abra. In the “thou mayest” doctrine, evil can be
rejected and good chosen. (2) Good and evil are complementary. Adam’s father Cyrus proved
to be a thief. Cathy left the dirty money to the angel-like Aron. Lee wonders, “Was this
some kind of joke or did things balance so that if one went too far in one direction an auto-
matic slide moved on the scale and the balance was re-established?” (p. 507). (3) Evil is the
source of good and may even be necessary to good. Lee said to Adam, “Saints can spring from
any soil. Maybe with this money she would do some fine thing. There’s no springboard to
philanthrophy like a bad conscience” (p. 330). (4) Good and evil are relative terms. Lee said
to Adam in the same speech, “What your wife is doing is neither good nor bad. ...” (p. 330).
The relationship is inconsistent, and besides in its definition the remarks sometimes contradict
each other. For instance, we are told that Cathy had no conscience (p. 61), and that she was
operating the most depraved whorehouse in California (p. 266).

This novel mainly consists of the stories of “good” and “evil.” Therefore, some scrutiny
of the meaning of the words is necessary.
Good is identified both with admirable individual qualities and with conventional moral good-
ness. Evil is identified with ignoble individual qualities and with criminal acts. The definition
of individual qualities include a very wide notion, so if we want to be strict, we should specify
the meaning. Steinbeck evaluates admirable individual qualities, but they are abstract. For
instance, Adam is honest and kind, we are told, but they are negative virtues in him. In fact
virtue seems to be a function of lack of energy. George Hamilton’s sinless life may be account-
ed for by pernicious anemia (p. 31), and Adam is passive, inert, and non-resistant.

The following chart may rightly show the position of each character mentioned so far,
according to Steinbeck’s “C-A theme.”
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Steinbeck’s “good” seems to mean a negative goodness, that is, “not doing bad things positi-
vely.” It smacks of inertness, anemicness, and negativeness. The character in its extremity is
Aron who is too pure and self-indulgent to live on, bearing the burden of life. On the other
hand, Steinbeck’s “bad” means a positive bandness, that is, “doing bad things positively.” The
character in its extremity is Cathy who does the most ferocious acts. Here we see that Abra
and Caleb positioned about the middle are the nearest to a real human being. Both of them
have a capital letter of A and C as symbol people, but they are gifted with a wide potential of
good and bad, as Steinbeck insists in the Jjournal.

3. Biblical Background of the Cain and Abel Story

Requested by Lee, Samuel Hamilton came to the Trasks again to name the twin brothers
who had been left unnamed for over a year. He thought of the Cain-Abel story from their
father’s name Adam. He read to Adam and Lee Chapter 4 (1—16) of Genesis as follows:

And Adam knew Eve his wife; and she conceived, and bare Cain,
and said, I have gotten a man from the Lord.

2 And she again bare his brother Abel. And Abel was a keeper
of sheep, but Cain was a tiller of the ground.

3 And in process of time it came to pass, that Cain brought of
the fruit of the ground an offering unto the Lord.

4 And Abel, he also brought of the firstlings of his flock and of
the fat thereof. And the Lord had respect unto Abel and to his
offering.

5 But unto Cain and to his offering he had not respect. And Cain
was very wroth, and his countenance fell.

6 And the Lord said unto Cain, Why art thou wroth? and why
is thy countenance fallen?

7 If thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted? and if thou
doest not well, sin lieth at the door. And unto thee shall be his de-
sire, and thou shalt rule over him.

8 And Cain talked with Abel his brother : and it came to pass,
when they were in the field, that Cain rose up against Abel his
brother, and slew him.

9 And the Lord said unto Cain, Where is Abel thy brother? And
he said, I know not: 4m I my brother’s keeper?

10 And he said, What hast thou done? the voice of thy brother’s
blood crieth unto me from the ground.

11 And now art thou cursed from the earth, which hath opened
her mouth to receive thy brother’s biood from thy hand;

12 When thou tillest the ground, it shall not henceforth yield
unto thee her strength; a fugitive and a vagabond shait thou be
in the earth.

13 And Cain said unto the Lord, My punishment is greater than
I can bear.

14 Behold, thou hast driven me out this day from the face of the
earth; and from thy face shall I be hid; and I shall be a fugitive
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and a vagabond in the earth; and it shall come to pass, that every
one that findeth me shall slay me.

15 And the Lord said unto him, Therefore whosoever slayeth
Cain, vengeance shall be taken on him sevenfold. And the Lord set
a mark upon Cain, lest any finding him should kill him.

16 And Cain went out from the presence of the Lord, and dwelt
in the land of Nod, on the east of Eden.

-~

This is the story of man’s sin following the story of the Fall of Man, where the first man
and woman, Adam and Eve, committed a sin. Steinbeck did not take the material for this
novel from the story of Seth and his offspring whom God blessed, but he took it from the story
of Cain whom God condemned, permanently branded as the wanderer on the earth and banished
to the east of Eden. Though the Cain-Abel story does not mention Cain’s faith, the New Tes-
tament refers to his faith. For instance, Paul suggests in the Apostle to the Hebrews Cain’s
fragile faith:

4 By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than
Cain, by which he obtained witness that he was righteous, God
testifying of his gifts:and by it he being dead yet speaketh.

(Hebrews 11:4)

John is far more critical toward Cain in The First Epistle General of John:

11 For this is the message that ye heard from the beginning, that
we should love one another.

12 Not as Cain, wko was of that wicked one, and slew his broth-
er. And wherefore slew he him? Because his own works were
evil, and his brother’s righteous. (John 3:11—12)

15 Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer:and ye know
that no murderer hath eternal life abiding in him. (John 3:15)

Jude, brother of James, states in The General Epistle of Jude:

10 But these speak evil of those things which they know not: but
what they know naturally, as brute beasts, in those things they
corrupt themselves.

11 Woe unto them! for they have gone in the way of Cain, and
ran greedily after the error of Ba’laam for reward, and perished
in the gainsaying of Co’re. (Jude 10—11)

Besides the above, there are some references which reveal that the offerers’ mental attitude is
more important than the gifts themselves: Samuel 15: 22, Isaiah 1:11—17, and Psalms 50:8—
15.

Though God saved Cain his life, Apostles in the later years all branded Cain as the con-
demned, as the one not deserving the eternal life and walking the path to peril. They all denied
the possibility of his recovery from the sin. On the other hand, Steinbeck sees the prototype
of man in the condemned Cain and examines whether those who are driven to the extreme of
sin can be saved or not. He does not look for the prototype of man in those whom God blessed,
such as Seth, Noah, and Abraham. This is perhaps because if the condemned can be saved,
then the blessed are naturally saved. Steinbeck’s idea about salvation is concentrated on the
verse of Genesis4:7: “And unto thee shall be his desire, and thou shalt rule over him.” The
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problem was discussed at the two meetings among the three, — Samue!l, Lee, and Adam. The
discussion which appears in Part 2 and 3 of Chapter 24 seems to provide the conclusion. “Thou
shalt rule over him” stipulated in the King James version reveals God’s promise that Cain
would conquer sin, while “Do thou rule over him” in the American Standard Bible is God’s
order. Concerning this problem, Steinbeck interprets through the mouth of Lee: it is neither
God’s promise nor God’ order in the Hebrew word “timshel” (p. 263). The word should, he insists,
be-interpreted as “Thou mayest.” “Thou mayest” of course allows for “Thou mayest not”
(p. 263). Here is man’s free will and free choice in recovery from sin. Steinbeck acknowledges
that his interpretation is contradictory to Christian doctrine (p. 264), and at the same time he
points out the importance the interpretation bears toward man (p. 264). “Thou mayest” makes
a man great. It gives him stature with gods (p. 264). In order to be equal to gods, however, he
must possess enough potentiality for it. In this connection, Steinbeck seems to insist that the
individual is a unit of morals by saying, “And this I believe; that the free, exploring mind of
the individual human is the most valuable thing in the world. And this I would fight for: the
freedom of the mind to take any direction it wishes, undirected” (pp. 111—112). Steinbeck also
seems to regard this “free, exploring mind of the individual human” as divine, in view of his
firm determination to fight for it. This phrase reminds us of Jim Casy’s remark “Maybe all
men got one big soul ever’body’s a part of.”*® In short, Steinbeck acknowledges the individual’s
potentiality of having stature with gods. By the new interpretation of the word “timshel,” Stein-
beck tries to open the way for salvation (pp. 263—264). It is far from the recovery from sin
which is promised or ordered by God. For “Thou mayest” puts a great importance upon man:
man’s emancipation from God and man’s independence from God. It puts a great stress on the
responsibility of man. If it is God’s promise or God’s order, Cain will be lost, and man descend-
ed from Cain can not be saved. In spite of the above remark, however, God is not slighted at
all. For it is God that stipulates “Thou mayest.” Steinbeck tries to find man’s salvation by
God, not in the relationship between God and man but in that between man and man.

Steinbeck interprets the word “timshel” rather definitely in the novel, but actually he
himself is a little uncertain about the interpretation: “I was very glad of your (Pascal Covici’s)
last letter. And the translation of the word. Don’t worry about. I will have to get the best
answers. And if there is an argument I am all right. Don’t forget that in the Jewish transla-
tion you sent, they did not think ‘timshel’ was a pure future tense. They translated it ‘thou
mayest.” This means that at least there is a difference of opinion and that is enough for me.
1 will have to have the whole verb before I will finish, from infinitive on through past, subjunc-
tives and compounds and futures. But we will get it. We may have to go outside of rabbinical
thought to pure scholarship which may be non-Jewish. ... Dr. Ginzberg, dealing in theology,
may have a slightly different attitude from that of a pure etymologist. We know that the other
translations were warped by what the translators wished to be there. Words are strange elu-
sive things and no man may permanently stick them on pins or mount them in glass cases”
(JS-PC, 7/6/51)%**. He goes on to say “Your last letter which suggests ‘thou canst’ moves even
closer to free will than ‘thou mayest.” And if there is still difference of opinions among scho-
lars, my point is made” (JS-PC, 7/14/51)%.

Joseph Fontenrose, however, objects to Steinbeck’s new interpretation of the word: “That
verse (Genesis 4:7) has an obviously corrupt text, and the sentence at issue appears to be out
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of place. For one thing, the masculine pronouns cannot refer to ‘sin,” which translates a He-
brew feminine noun. And timshol will not bear the meaning which Steinbeck puts upon it. He
apparently read or was told that the Hebrew imperfect tense, which indicates incomplete ac-
tion at any time, is used where English employs either the vivid future tense (will, skall) or the
potential (would, should, may, might); in either case the action is unfulfilled. If a translation
as potential suited this verse, it would be simply ‘you would rule’; it cannot be a permissive
gmay.’ Steinbeck, furthermore, constantly translates timshol ‘thou mayest,” dropping ‘rule,
as if the Hebrew form were simply an auxiliary.”®® On the other hand, Fontenrose generously
tolerates Steinbeck’s “faulty translation”: “Many a sermon, however, has drawn a fine meaning
from a faulty translation of a corrupt text.”?” The present writer has no means to make sure
whether it is a “faulty translation” or not. But at least we can agree to Fontenrose’s generous
conclusion.

Fontenrose further delves into the origin of the Cain-Abel story : ” Steinbeck read a great
deal about Genesis while writing East of Eden and probably came upon a later Jewish legend
(current before 300 A.D.) which elaborates the brief and bare scriptural narrative: both Cain
and Abel had a twin sister, each intended to become her twin’s wife and so ensure the survival
of mankind. Abel’s twin sister was so beautiful that Cain wanted her; therefore he picked a
quarrel with Abel, killed him, and married Abel’s twin, that mysterious wife of Cain who bore
his son Enoch in the land of Nod (Genesis 4:17).7*¢ By citing the Jewish legend, Fontenrose
tries to explain the rivalry over a woman (Cathy and Abra) in both generations of brothers
(Charles and Adam, and Caleb and Aron).

II. Eastern Philosophy

1. Lee, the Chinese Servant, and the Four Old Chinese Gentlemen

Steinbeck explains in the Journal how he needed Lee, the Chinese servant: “I want to go a
little into Cathy today and also into Lee the Chinese. I have known so many of them. Remark-
able people the California Chinese. ... Now you are going to like Lee. He is a philosopher. And
also he is a kind and thoughtful man. And beyond all this he is going to go in the book because
I need him. The book needs his eye and his criticism which is more detached than mine. I
have a fine early start today so I shall get to it soon. Starts with Cathy, goes to Lee, brings
in Samuel. And then Samuel’s relationship with Lee, and Lee’s relationship to Adam and to
Cathy. Lee’s attitudes will if anything be clearer than mine. Also Lee has to raise the boys.”?*
Lee, who first appears in Chapter 15, is generally said to be meant as the spokesman for Stein-
beck. But judging from the above remark, he is a figure gifted with a  far more penetrating
view of life than the author’s. Lee’s new interpretation of the word “timskel,” worked out through
the cooperation of the four old Chinese gentlemen, gives a clue to Samuel’'s and Adam’s
salvation of soul. Moreover, Lee influences Caleb and Abra very much by his philosphy.
Steinbeck tries to create the new type of a man and a woman in Caleb and Abra respectively,
and perhaps wants to entrust them with the future of man.

Lee’s philosophy and thought is not necessarily limited to that of the East. But rather
it is universal and is deeply based 'in man’s reason. The secret of his birth itself, however,
reveals part of the wretched situations of the imported Chinese “human cattle” (p. 313). The
following rather exclamatory and repeated remarks of Lee’s, it seems ot me, are meant to
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show his own homing instinct: “I seem to get more Chinese as 1 get older” (p. 254)./... I told
you, Mr. Hamilton, that I was growing more Chinese. Do you ever grow more Irish?” (p. 261)./
“I told you I was getting more Chinese. Well, to go on, I went to San Francisco to the head-
quarters of our family association. ...”(p. 262)/“... I began to love my race, and for the first
time I want to be Chinese. ...” (p. 263). )

Also his repeated references to things Chinese—Chinese traditions, manners, and customs
~~are perhaps meant to show the background of Lee’s Eastern philosophy. The history of Lee’s
parents and the secret of his own birth is pathetically told by him in five pages. It starts with
“T'll have to tell you first that when you built the railroads in the West the terrible work of
grading and laying ties and spiking the rails was done by many thousands of Chinese” (p. 311),
and ends with “My father always told it at the last: No child ever had such care as 1. The
whole camp became my mother. It is a beauty—a dreadful kind of beauty. And now good night.
I can’t talk any more” (p. 315). This story seems to show the ugliness of the Chinese laborers
who killed his pregnant mother by raping and the beauty of the same people who tried to atone
for the guilt as the whole camp by nursing the new-born motherless baby. Here Lee finds
man’s power of recovery from his guilt.

Steinbeck portrays Lee through Cathy’s eyes when he first appears: “His face was lean
and pleasant, his forehead broad, firm, and sensitive, and his lips curled in a perpetual smile.
His long black glossy braided queue, tied at the bottom with a narrow piece of black silk, hung
over his shoulder and moved rhythmically against his chest. When he did violent work he
curled his queue on top of his head. He wore narrow cotton trousers, black heel-less slippers,
and a frogged Chinese smock. Whenever he could he hid his hands in his sleeves as though he
were afraid for them, as most Chinese did in that day” (p. 137).

When Samuel first meets Lee, he asks Lee why they the Chinese still talk pidgin (p.
139). Lee cites three reasons for it: “It’s more than a convenience, ... It’s even more than self-
protection. Mostly we have to use it to be understood at all” (p. 139). Lee explains the third
reason: “Pidgin they (ladies or gentlemen) expect, and pidgin they’ll listen to. But English from
me they don’t listen to, and so they don’t understand it” (p. 139). Samuel asks another question,
“If you cut your queue, dressed and talked like other people?” (p. 140). Lee replies, “No, I tried
it. To the so-called whites I was still a Chinese, but an untrustworthy one; and at the same
time my Chinese friends steered clean of me. I had to give it up” (p. 140). Lee dares to say,
“Talkee Chinese talk. Queue Chinese fashion—you savvy?” (p. 140). Lee is so completely dis-
appointed with and has so completely despaired of the racist American society where only
pidgin is expected of the Chinese people that he never hopes to be active on the surface of the
society. But instead he chooses to be a servant.

Lee explains the position of a servant to Samuel: “I don’t know where being a servant
came into disrepute. It is the refuge of a philosopher, the food of the lazy, and, properly
carried out, it is a position of power, even of love. I can’t understand why more intelligent
people don’t take it as a career—Ilearn to do it well and reap its benefits. A good servant has
absolute security, not because of his master’s kindness, but because of habit and indolence. It’s
a hard thing for a man to change spices or lay out his own sock. He’ll keep a bad servant rather
than change. But a good servant, and I am an excellent one, can completely control his master,
tell him what to think, how to act, whom to marry, when to divorce, reduce him to terror as
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a discipline, or distribute happiness to him, and finally be mentioned in his will. If I had wish-
ed I could have robbed, stripped, and beaten anyone I've worked for and come away with
thanks. Finally, in my circumstances I am unprotected. My master will defend me, protect
me. You have to work and worry. I work less and worry less. And I am a good servant. A
bad one does no work and does no worrying, and he still is fed, clothed, and.protected. I don’t
know any profession where the field is so cluttered with incompetents and where excellence is
-$o rare” (pp. 141—142).

Lee is enjoying his life of unrestrained, free will, most unnoticed as a servant. One day,
when Samuel asks Les whether he is a Presbyterian, Lee replies, “She (Liza) thought I should
be something, and 1 went to Sunday School long ago in San Francisco. People like you to be
some thing, preferably what they are” (p. 232). On another occasion, when Samuel says, “I just
wanted to know, ... You're not a Presbyterian after all,” Lee responds, “I told you I was getting
more Chinese. ...” (p. 262). Lee indirectly negates that he is a Presbyterian. He goes on to
negate his belief in any religion, saying, “I have no bent toward gods” (p. 294). Preceding this
remark, however, he states: “Confucius tells men how they should live to have good and suc-
cessful lives. But this—this is a ladder to climb to the stars.” Lee’s eyes shone. “You can never
lose that. It cuts the feet from under weakness and cowardliness and laziness” (p. 264). This
reveals that Lee is fundamentally a Confucian as most of the Chinese people used to be. At the
same time the following remarks of Lee’s reveal an attitude toward life which seems contradic-
tory to Confucians’: “...Finally, in my circumstances I am unprotected. My master will defend
me, protect me. You have to work and worry. I work less and worry less. And I am a good
servant....” (p. 142)./ “But I take my two pipes in the afternoon, no more and no less, like the
elders. And I feel that I am a man....” (p. 264). We can safely call his leisurely, unrestrained
attitude “Taoist.”

Lee’s remark to Abra, “I'm a servant. I'm old. I'm Chinese” (p. 431), shows Lee’s fun-
damental self-recognition. He has shared the tragic fortune of the Chinese people since his
birth, and the society expects pidgin of them; on the other hand China is no longer their moth-
er country. Out of such circumstances, Lee must have acquired a penetrating view of life as
a philospher-servant. He sees humans as being caught and distressed in good and evil, not
from the present phase, but from the permanent phase. This can be done only through the
peculiarity of his blood. It is obvious that his philosophy and thought is deeply rooted in East-
ern philosophy. This has much in common with Steinbeck’s non-teleological thinking.

Next let us examine the curious episode of the four old Chinese gentlemen who have
studied the word “timshel” with Lee for over two years. Lee explains why he went to San
Francisco to the headqurters of his family association: “I went there because in our family
there are a number of ancient reverend gentlemen who are great scholars. They are thinkers
in exactness. A man may spend many years pondering a sentence of the scholar you call Con-
fucius. I thought there migh be experts in meaning who could advise me” (p. 262). The old
scholars are Confucians as well as Lee, who study each sentence of the Analects. At the same
time the following remarks of Lee’s reveal that the old scholars are Taoists who are absorbed
in their discussion, free from worldliness, like the “Seven Sages in the Bamboo Forest” in
ancient China: “They are fine old men. They smoke their two pipes of opium in the afternoon
and it rests and sharpens them, and they sit through the night and their minds are wonderful.
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I guess no other people have been able to use opium well” (p. 262)./ “I guess it’s funny, ... I
know I wouldn’t dare tell it to many people. Can you imagine four old gentlemen, the youngest
is over ninety now, taking on the study of Hebrew? They engaged a learned rabbi. They took
to the study as though they were children. Exercise books, grammar, vocabulary, simple sen-
tences. You should see Hebrew written in Chinese ink with a brush! The right to left didn’t
bother them as much as it would you, since we write up to down. Oh, they were perfectionists!
Fhey went to the root of the matter” (p. 263).

Lee studies with them for over two years. He admires them, saying, “I went along with
them, marvelling at the beauty of their proud clean brains. I began to love my race, and for
the first time 1 wanted to be Chinese. ...” (p. 263). The old Chinese scholars give Lee a clue to
his understanding of the word “timskhel.” The following quotation seems to show that they are

not necessarily Christians.

Adam said, “Do you mean these Chinese men believe the Old Tes-

tament?” :

Lee said, “These old men believe a true story, and they know a

true story when they hear it. They are critics of truth. They

know that these sixteen verses are a history of humankind in any

age or culture or race. They do not believe a man writes fifteen

and three-quarter verses of truth and tells a lie with one verb.”

(p. 264)

Thus, we can say that both Lee and the old scholars are fundamentally Confucians and at the
same time Taoists. Their thought is deeply rooted in Eastern philosophy. They are too Amer-

ican to look like real Chinese, but they are still meant to represent Eastern philosophy.

2. Confucianism and Taoism (Lao-tzu and Chung-tzu)

In this novel the word “Confucius” appears twice—at pages 262 and 264—, while the
word “Taoism” or “Lao-tzu” never once appears. But the fact that Steinbeck was well versed
in Lao-tzu is revealed in his reference to Lao-tzu in Cannery Row. Steinbeck’s favorite idea “non-
teleological thinking” has much in common with Lao-tzu. He cites Lao-Tze (tzu) in the second
place among Plato, Buddha, Christ, Paul, and the great Hebrew prophets as the “great ones” in
the Journal.*® This shows his great interest in Lao-tzu. On the other hand, the word “Taoism”
never once appears in East of Eden. We can see, however, a Taoist attitude in the Chinese char-
acters’ leisurely daily life, detached from worldliness.

In order to understand Eastern philosophy represented by these characters, let us ex-
amine the two conflicting thoughts: confucianism and Taoism. The study of Chinese thought
starts with Confucius (551—479 B.C.) and Lao-tzu, most likely Confucius’ contemporary. The
two are the leading personalities in the whole history of Chinese culture. Confucius was no

doubt a most learned scholar in his day. He was a ju (man of letters), indeed, and also a think-

er, though not along the line pursued by the Taoists, especially by Chuang-tzu; he was also a
great educator, in this respect quite different from both Lao-tzu and Chuang-tzu. The Taoists
were thoroughly individualistic and were not concerned very much with affairs that did not
belong to them. They were thus apt to be passive egoists and pacifists. When asked to be a
state minister, Chuang-tzu flatly turned down the offer, but he chose to live a free life. His
free spirit could not be broken to any kind of civil service whatever.
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Confucius was, on the other hand, an eager office-hunter who wished to get an appoint-
ment under one of the feudal! dukes. He traveled from state to state until he felt he was too
old. Then he finally abandoned the idea of putting his theories into practice and began to teach
and educate his followers. Probably he was a strict disciplinarian, especially in conduct,
though without neglecting the cultivation of refined feeling. The Analects gives a detailed ac-
count of Confucius’ behavior when he once happened to hold a somewhat important government

~position somewhere.*

At the center of the Confucian system is humanity, or jen in Chinese. “Jen is to love
men,” Confucius said (Analects of Confucius, chap. 12, section 22). Jen might also be translated as
benevolence, love, manhood, or human-heartedness. To Confucius, jen is the essence of human-
ity, that element in man which makes a man man and which distinguished him from an
animal. Jen is endowed by nature but should be cultivated by man, and the greatness of man is
measured by the extent of the development of jen in him. Jen is so essential to man that the
preservation of one’s jen is considered more important than the preservation of one’s life, and it
is so central in the teaching of Confucius that the system might be said to be the philosophy of
Jen.

The virtue of filial piety and those of loyalty and reciprocity were also stressed by Con-
fucius, and they might be regarded as expressions of jen within the family and in social rela-
tions respectively. The Confucian golden rule has become well known— “Do not do to others
what one does not wish to be done unto” —(Analects of Confucius, chap. 12, section 2), and Con-
fucius also said, “Wishing to be established oneself he assists others to be established; wish-
ing to be successful oneself he assists others to be successful” (Analects of Confucius, chap. 6,
section 28). The teachings of Confucius underline the kinship of all men and advocate the
expression of the spontaneous good will toward one another. “Jen is to love men joyously and
from the innermost of one’s heart,” runs an ancient commentary on the Analects. The famous
saying, “Within the four seas, all men are brothers,” (Analects of Confucius, chap. 12, section 5)
comes from a disciple of Confucius.

Coupled with the basic concept of jern and the several related virtues was Confucius’ em-
phasis on the cultivation of decorum and music —a twofold emphasis representing the master’s
dual feeling for the moral and the aesthetic. Speaking of the development of one’s personality,
Confucius said, “It is by poetry that one’s mind is aroused ; it is by ceremonials that one’s char-
acter is regulated; it is by music that one becomes accomplished” (Analects of Confucius, chap.
8, section 8). The cultivation of decorum and music would afford an element of grace in the
individual and civility in society. The proper cultivation and combination of jen and decorum
were the requisites to the perfection of the individual and the restoration of order out of chaos,
according to Confucius. Just as a house with a solid foundation should have a pleasing facade,
so should a man with an abundance of good will take care to express it with thoughtfulness and
good manners.*?

Lao-tzu was a solitary thinker with no personal followers, and nobody recorded his dates
of birth and death. As to his doings while living, he is mentioned only as having been a custo-
dian of the Chou ducal documents. His lack of attention was in accordance with his philoso-
phical attitude. The Tao Te Ching ascribed to him is an immortal work in which he expounds
his ethical paradox of wei wu wei, “doing not-doing,” and those who put it into practice would
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remain unnoticed by the public even after death. We are thankful, however, to him for having
left this masterly piece of philosophical wisdom. Confucius was great in his way, no doubt,
but without Lao-tzu Chinese thought would have been the poorer and the world would have
missed a unique contribution to its thought-treasure.

The Tao Te Chiang contains Lao-tzu’s reflections on Tao as the regulating principle of
human conduct, and a man here is conceived as an individuality and also as a member of the
cesnmunity. When we come from Analects to the Tao Te Ching, we find the latter to be in most
striking contrast to the former. What Confucius would strongly affirm as very essential for a
good government Lao-tzu would flatly deny. and say that the world does not go as it should
just because of such teachings as those of Confucius and his followers. Lao-tzu boldly asserts:
“Benevolence and justice come into vogue because of the Great Tao going out of use: Human
contrivance (ta-wei) rises because of knowledge and intelligence having evolved.” Thus Lao-tzu
categorically negates benevolence (jern), while Confucius would teach that its promotion is the
highest of all human virtues. The Confucian school is known as Ju-chiao : ju means “a scholar”
and chiao, “teaching”;while Lao-tzu’s school is called T ao-chiao, tao meaning “the way.”

Chuang-tzu was the greatest of the philosophers, poets, and literary essayists in the
entire history of the Taoist School—more than that, perhaps in all fields of Chinese literature.
His writings consist altogether of thirty-three essays under the general title of the Chuang-tzu.
These are mostly stories and anecdotes, real and fictitious, which are supposed to have taken
place between various classes of people: Confucians, Taoists, statesmen, scholars, feudal lords,
artisans, farmers, fishermen, butchers, criminals, and so forth. The main trend of these stories
is the elucidation from various points of view of the author’s philosophy of life, Nature, and
human relations. Not only are Lao-tzu’s ideas brought out here in contrast to the Confucian
but they are presented in entrancing style and mastery finish.

In all likelihood Confucianism in those days was the stronger, lording it over all other
schools. The Pre-Chin period was, indeed, the most flourishing one in the history of Chinese
philosophy and there is no doubt that the Confucian teaching was the one that most appealed
to the Chinese mentality. With all Chuang-tzu’s poetic genius, logical acumen, and mystical
imagination, the Taoist movement could not turn Confucianism away from its historical
course, though this does not mean that the Chinese have been altogether averse to the Taoist
way of thinking.®® In short, Confucianism is the main stream of Eastern philosophy, and Ta-
oism is the by-stream which serves to enrich the philosophy.

As I have previously mentioned, Lao-tzu has much in common with Steinbeck’s favorite
idea of “non-teleclogical thinking.” For instance, The Tao T'¢e Ching written by Lao-tzu explains
the idea of “Tao.” It begins with the following remarks:

Ch. 1. ;. The Tao that can be trodden is not the
enduring and unchanging Téao. The name that can
be named is not the enduring and unchanging name.

2. (Conceived of as) having no name, it is the
Originator of heaven and earth; (conceived of as)
having a name, it is the Mother of all things.

It goes on to explain the “Tao.”
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Ch. 25. ,. There was something undefined and
complete, coming into existence before Heaven and
Earth. How still it was and formless, standing alone,
and undergoing no change, reaching everywhere and
in no danger (of being exhausted)! It may be regard-
ed as the Mother of all things.

2. 1do not know its name, and I give it the desig-

nation of the Tao (the Way or Course). Making an
effort (further) to give it a name I call it the Great.

+. Man takes his law from the Earth; the Earth
takes its law from Heaven; Heaven takes its law
from the Tao. The law of the Tao is its being what
it is.*

Let us compare the above with the following quoted remarks from The Log from the Sea of
Cortez: '

Non-teleological ideas derive through “is” thinking, associated
with natural selection as Darwin seems to have understood it.
They imply depth, fundamentalism, and clarity—seeing beyond
traditional or personal projections. They consider events as out-
growths and expressions rather than as results; conscious accep-
tance as a desideratum, and certainly as an all important prereq-
uisite. Non-teleological thinking concerns itself primarily not with
what should be, or could be, or might be, but rather with what
actually “is” —attempting at most to answer the already suffi-
ciently difficult questions what or how, instead of why.*

The frequent allusions to an underlying pattern have no implica-
tion of mysticism—except inasmuch as a pattern which comprises
infinity in factors and symbols might be called mystic. But in-
finity as here used occurs also in the mathematical aspects of
physiology and physics, both far away from mysticism as the
term is ordinarily employed. Actually, the underlying pattern is
probably nothing more than an integration of just such symbols
and indices and mutual reference points as are already known,
except that its power is n.”*¢

In this comparison we can see great similarities: “Tao” seems to be almost equal to an “under-
lying pattern,” and the former is as omnipresent as the latter. Especially, the following re-

mark explicitly shows the great similarity between the two concepts of “being.”

The whole is necessarily everything, the whole world of fact and
fancy, body and psyche, physical fact and spiritual truth, indivi-
dual and collective, life and death, macrocosm and microcosm (the
greatest quanta here, the greatest synapse between these two),
conscious and unconscious, subject and object. The whole picture
is portrayed by is, the deepest word of deep ultimate reality, not
shallow or partial as reasons are, but deeper and participating,
possibly encompassing the Oriental concept of being.?’
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3. Chinese Traditions, Manners, and Customs

Next let us examine some typical Chinese traditions, manners, and customs which seem
to constitute the background of Eastern philosophy.
a. Chinese Characteristics:

In this novel the adjective “Oriental” is often used to denote the unmistakable character-
istics of the Chinese people as follows: “And Lee, let me caution you about bringing your Oriental
reasoning to Liza’s attention” (p. 234)./”...And what do you think of my Oriental patter, Mr. Ham-

y

ilton? You know I am no more Oriental than you are” (p. 236)./ “No,” said Lee, “I was not
making a joke. In my obscure but courteous Oriental ménner I was indicating to you that I would
prefer to know your opinion before I offered mine” (p. 328)./ He (Lee) thought ruefully, ‘I
wonder what happened to my Oriental repose’ (p. 389)./ Lee laughed. “My Oriental calm seems
to have deserted me,” he said. “Let me make the tea, darling. I'll get hold of myself that way”
(p. 509). (italics mine)

b. Chinese Demonology :

When Lee is talking with Samuel about the strangeness of the Adam-Cathy house, Lee
says, “...Since I've come here I find myself thinking of Chinese fairy tales my father told me.
We Chinese have a well-developed demonology” (p. 163). After a year, Lee, Samuel, and Adam
get together to name the twin brothers. When asked by Samuel whether the Chinese have
any ghosts, Lee replies, “Millions, ... We have more ghosts than anything else. I guess noth-
ing in China ever dies. It’s very crowded. Anyway, that’s the feeling I got when I was there”
(p. 229). Actually, the dogma, prevailing in China from the earliest times, that the Universe
is filled in all its parts with shen and kwei, naturally implies that devils and demons must also
swarm about the homes of men in numbers inestimable. It is, in fact, an axiom which con-
stantly comes out in conversing with the people, that they haunt every frequented and lonely
spot, and that no place exists where man is safe from them. Even the privy is not respected,
and the numerous narratives, transmitted by books and by word of mouth about people fright-
ened, maltreated and killed there, point explicitly to a tendency of spectres to select preferably
for their cruel and malign exploits those malodorous spots, where man is so lonely and helpless.
Public roads are infested and haunted by them everywhere, especially during the night, when
the power of the yin part of Nature, to which spectres belong especially, is strongest.*® In fact
some books on China tell us about the omnipresence and multitude of demons.

c. Chinese Funeral:

When Lee and Adam are talking about Samuel’s funeral, Lee happens to mention Chi-
nese funeral: “My people bury them with drums and scatter papars to confuse the devils and put
roast pigs instead of flowers on the grave. We're a practical people and always a little hungry.
But our devils aren’t very bright. We can out-think them. That’s some progress” (p. 287).
Let us examine drums or signalheads, paper-scattering, and food-offering mentioned in the
above dialogue.

(Paper-Scattering)

A distant relation, a friend or an acquaintance, likewise dressed in a white robe and
cap, is to strew round or octangular sheets of tinned paper, from eight to ten centimetres in
diameter, along the road, and also in the water when the train has to cross a creek or stream
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by a bridge or in boats. A great number of these sheets, strung on a little stick like metal coins
on a cord, he carries in his hands for the purpose. This paper money is destined for the male-
volent spirits who, according to the popular conception, prowl about everywhere and infest
streets and thoroughfares, mountains and forests, rivers and creeks, causing all sorts of mishap
to befall men. Wisely concluding that great numbers of these beings, hungry and miserable
because of their not having been cared for by a dutiful posterity, must be swarming chiefly on
the roads where coffins have to pass, for the express purpose of robbing, by importunate begging
or by brute force, every deceased person of the money wherewith the living have so unselfishly
enriched him during the funeral rites, the measure in question is recurred to in order to divert
their attention. Like famished wolves on their prey, the spirits rush upon the money, and thus
forgetting, both coffin and soul, permit the procession to pass by unmolested.*®

(Signalheads or Drums)

Though the unseen spirits may be propitiated by such liberal gifts of paper money, these
are by no means deemed a decisive expedient to keep them at a respectable distance from the
funeral train. Two long trumpets of copper, with a thin sliding tube and curved-up mouth,
are still required to frighten away those among them on whom the distribution of money has
no effect. These instruments, which are called “signalheads”, are not proper musical instru-
ments, as they only give two or three notes; the men who carry them behind the paper-scatterer
simply emit monotonous, protracted sounds through them at intervals.?® For the same purpose
drums are alse used.

(Food-Offering)

The ancient Chinese did by no means confine themselves to placing food at the side of
the dead only once. They also supplied a sumptuous meal the next day, after the dead man
was dressed for the grave. The modern Chinese still faithfully maintain this usuage. Neither
do they deviate from the ways of their ancestors in placing food near the corpse after it has
been enclosed in the coffin. If we now call to mind the rooted belief of the Chinese of all ages
that the soul does not abandon the body after death, it appears quite natural the conviction
arose at a very early date that it is the soul which enjoys the food, as nobody ever saw the body
touch it. The numerous presentations of edibles and liquors to the dead body even after it has
been nailed up in an enclosure of six substantial planks, are in this way easily accounted for.?!
The above accounts prove that Chinese funeral has much to do with Chinese demonology.

d. Chinese Manners and Customs:
(Sleeve-Hidden Hands)

When Lee first appears in the novel, he “wore narrow cotton trousers, black heel-less
slippers, and a frogged Chinese smock. Whenever he could he hid his hands in his sleeves as
though he were afraid for them, as most Chinese did in that day” (p. 137). Lee’s clothes are
considered typical of Chinese laborers. As for sleeve-hidden hands, it is said to be the remnant
of the ancient Chinese courtesy. It has something to do with the customary Chinese clothes
with wide sleeves.

(Queue)

When Lee makes his first appearance, he also wears a queue. “His long black glossy
braided queue, tied at the bottom with a narrow piece of black silk, hung over his shoulder and
moved rhythmically against his chest. When he did violent work he curled his queue on top of
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his head” (p. 137). When Samuel first sees Lee, samuel asks a question of Lee, “...For instance,
you wear the queue. I've read that it is a badge of slavery imposed by conquest by the Manchus
on the Southern Chinese.... Then why in the name of God do you wear it here, where the
Manchus can’t get at you?” (pp. 139—140). Lee replies, “Talkee Chinese talk. Queue Chinese
fashion—you savvy ?” (p. 140). As Samuel says, the Ching dynasty of the Manchus started to
conquer the whole China in the 1630’s. About 1645, when the conquest was almost over, the
dynasty forced the Southern Chinese to wear a queue. In those days there were quite a few
who tried to escape from the enforcement by becoming monks or by committing suicide. By
the end of the dynasty, however, it had settled to be a custom. 52

(Debt-Clearing)

When Lee is explaining the tragedy of his parents, he mentions the Chinese custom:
“You must know that a Chinese must pay all of his debts on or before our New Year’s Day.
He starts every year clean. If he does not, he loses face; but not only that—his family loses
face. There are no excuses” (p. 311). In China, the ways of celebrating New Year Days are
rooted in Confucianism and Taoism. The celebrations are observed, following the lunar cal-
endar. New Year Days are very important to the Chinese people. Usually the preparation
for the Days starts a week before. The celebrations last for five days. ** It is quite natural that
the Chinese people think that they should start every year clean as Lee explains, because the
Days are so important to them. The fact that the family loses face unless the man pays all of
his debts is related with the Chinese big-family system.

(Big-Family System)

Lee explains the Chinese big-family system to Adam: “All Chinese are related, and the
ones named Lee are closest” (p. 421). In traditional China the institution of prime importance
was the family, and indeed dominant principle of a righteous life was considered to be alle-
giance to one’s parents (hsiao, translated “filial piety,” was one of Confucius cardinal virtues).
Confucian teachings regarding the sanctity of relationships between family members and
setting forth mutually protective functions for them were at bottom the same as his ideals for
government, which he conceived of as a kind of large family.

The family, as idealized in traditional China and, frequently, even today, was a joint
family made up of several small patrilineally related units, covering perhaps five generations.
This family lived under one roof and functioned as a single cooperating unit in all its activities
—economic, religious, and social. Its members might work at a combination of occupations—
agricultural, business, and governmental—and by such concerted effort the united family might
be able to achieve wealth and prestige. The structure of this ideal family was hierarchical,
according to generation, age, and sex. It was headed by the eldest male, who wielded complete
power over all the family members. The headship usually passed to the eldest son, or some-
times to the son adjudged most worthy. Wives, brought into the husband’s joint household
through family rather than individual decision, were subservient to the husband’s mother and
to other family members. 5

When we have examined the Chinese manners and customs, we can not help being im-
pressed with the breadth and depth of the influence of Confucianism upon the daily life of the
Chinese people.
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III. Correlation between Christianity and Eastern Philosophy

So far, we have examined how much Lee represents Eastern philosophy, not being just
the spokesman for Steinbeck, while both the Hamiltons and the Trasks represent the Christian
world. Perhaps, here we can safely examine the correlation between Christianity and Eastern
philosophy by putting Lee versus the two families. After the process of examining the correla-

“tion between Lee and the rest of the two families, we will come to the climactic correlation

between Lee and Adam, in which Adam succeeds in working out his own salvation.

1. Lee versus Cathy, the Monster Woman, and Liza

When Lee first came to Cathy to offer tea, her “eyes inspected him and her inspection
could not penetrate the dark brown of his eyes. He made her uneasy. Cathy had always been
able to shovel into the mind of any man and dig up his impulses and his desires. But Lee’s
brain gave and repelled like rubber” (p. 137). Lee shuffled away to the kitchen with his hands
hidden in his sleeves. “Cathy looked after him, and her eyebrows drew in a scowl. She was
not afraid of Lee, yet she was not comfortable with him either. But he was a good and re-
spectful servant—the best. And what harm could he do her?” (p. 137).

Samuel, who has first visited the Trask house, says, “By God, I got creepy! Is there
something wrong here?” (p. 150). Lee replies, “Chinese boy jus’ workee—not hear, not talkee”
(p. 150). But he simply reveals his intention to leave the Trasks, saying, “Do you need a cook?”
(p. 150). On the next occasion, on Lee’s way back from the errand of inviting Samuel because
of Cathy’s childbirth, Lee talks with Samuel:

“I guess that’s all it is with me too,” said Lee. He smiled. “I’ll
tell you how far it got with me, though. Since I've come here I
find myself thinking of Chinese fairy tales my father told me. We
Chinese have a well-developed demonology.”

“You think she is a demon?”

“Of course not,” said Lee. “I hope I'm a little beyond such silli-
ness. I don’t know what it is. You know, Mr. Hamilton, a servant
develops an ability to taste the wind and judge the climate of the
house he works in. And there’s a strangeness here. Maybe that’s
what makes me remember my father’s demons.”

“Did your father believe in them?”

“Oh, no. He thought I should know the background. You
Occidentals perpetuate a good many myths too.” (p. 163)

Soon after Cathy’s bite at Samuel’s hand, Lee and Samuel scare each other. Lee says, “I think
T’ll go away, ... I never went willingly to a slaughter-house” (p. 169). Here again Lee reveals
his intention to leave the Trask’s, but it is impossible to do that because of the deserted new-
born babies. After Cathy’s departure, Lee never sees Cathy again. Just once Lee utters a
rather sympathetic remark to comfort the troubled Adam, and persuades him to tell the truth
about Charles’ legacy: “What your wife is doing is neither good nor bad. Saints can spring
from any soil. Maybe with this money she would do some fine thing. There’s no springboard
to philanthropy like a bad conscience” (p. 330). Later, however, when Lee is asked by Cal
about Cathy, he tells Cal, “... She (Cathy) is a mystery. It seems to me that she is not like



SHIMOMURA : Christianity and Eastern Philosophy in East of Eden 35

other people. There is something she lacks. Kindness maybe, or conscience. You can only
understand people if you feel them in yourself. And I can’t feel her. The moment I think about
her my feeling goes into darkness. I don’t know what she wanted or what she ‘was after. ...
It's a mystery. ...” (p. 388). On the other hand, when Adam appears again before Cathy to
tell her about the legacy problem, Cathy mentions Lee: “How about that Chinaman? He’s
smart” (p. 335). After all Cathy is a “mystery” to Lee, while Lee is merely a sr.nart Chinaman to
Cathy. Cathy, the monster-woman without human conscience, is the last person to be influenced
by Lee. '

At first, when Liza comes to help Adam, “Lee she used like a slave since she did not quite
believe in him” (p. 172). Later, however, Liza admires Lee, saying, “Well, wouldn’t you say
off-hand he was a heathen? ... Come now, Samuel, anybody would. But he’s not. ....A Presby-
terian, and well up—well up, ... And I say yes. Well now, who do you think is looking after
the twins? I wouldn’'t trust a heathen from here to omega—but a Presbyterian—he learned
everything I told him” (p. 173). Samuel responds, “No wonder they’re taking on weight” (p.
173). Liza goes on, “It’s a matter for praise and its a matter for prayer” (p. 173). Later Lee
proves to be no Presbyterian at all, and to have “no bent toward gods” (p.264). Lizaisa
champion of the Christian world. Lee and Liza are quite different in their respective belief.
Liza’s “faith is a mountain” (p. 214), while Lee has “no bent toward gods” (p. 264). Neverthe-
less, they have much in common, though they are not influenced by each other. Their attitude
toward life is adamant, like “pillars of fire” which guide* frightened men through darkness” (p.
268) : the former’s fire emanates from Christianity, while the latter’s from Eastern philosophy

based in human reason.

2. Lee versus Aron, Caleb, and Abra

The twin brothers who have been brought up by Lee are now eleven years old. When
Samuel visits the Trasks for the last time, he talks with Lee about the brothers.

“They are big. I'm glad I stayed here. I learned a great deal
from seeings the boys grow and helping a little.”

“Did you teach them Chinese?”

“No. Mr. Trask didn’t want me to. And I guess he was right. It
would have been a needless complication. But I'm their friend—yes,
I'm their friend. They admire their father, but 1 think they love
me. And they’re very different. You can’t imagine how different.”

“In what way, Lee?”

“You’ll see when they come home from school. They’'re like two
sides of a medal. Cal is sharp and dark and watchful, and his
brother—well, he’s a boy you like before he speaks and like more
afterwards.”

“And you don’t like Cal?”

“I find myself defending him—to myself. He’s fighting for his
life and his brother doesn’t have to fight.” (p. 255)

When the bothers are high scool students, they suffer from their father’s failure in the
lettuce venture. They become a laughing stock of the town, and are called “lettuce head.” Es-
pecially, Aron is so sensitive and so hurt that he wants to go away from the town. He even
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does not inform his father of his succsee in the entrance exam. Lee tries to comfort him, hands
on the broad shoulders: “‘You're growing up. Maybe that’s it,” he said softly. ‘Sometimes I
think the world tests us most sharply then, and we turn inward and watch ourselves with
horrer. But that’s not the worst. We think everybody is seeing into us. Then dirt is very
dirty and purity is shining white. Aron, it will be over. Wait only a little while and it will be
over. That’s not much relief to you because you don’t believe it, but it’s the best I can do for
yeu. Try to believe that things are neither so good nor so bad as they seem to you now. Yes, I
can help you. Go to bed now, and in the morning get up early and tell your father about the
tests. Make it exciting. He’s lonelier than you are because he has no lovely future to dream
about. Go through the motions. Sam Hamilton said that. Pretend it’s true and maybe it will be.
Go through the motions. Do that. And go to bed. I've got to bake a cake—for breakfast. And,
Aron—your father left a present on your pillow’” (p. 427).

On Thanksgiving Day, Lee, Adam, and Aron, talk about Aron’s future course. Lee enthu-
siastically tells his idea about a specialist to them: “Maybe the knowledge is too great and
maybe men are growing too small, ... Maybe, kneeling down to atoms, they’'re becoming atom-
sized in their souls. “Maybe a specialist is only a coward, afraid to look out of his little cage.
And think what any specialist misses—the whole world over his fence” (p. 470). Next, he tells
about money: “Money’s easy to make if it’s money you want. But with a few exceptions people
don’t want money. They want luxury and they want love and they want admiration” (p. 470).
Last, he tells about college: “You're right, I do seem to get too excited. No, if college is where
a man can go to find his relation to his whole world, I don’t object. Is it that?” Is it that,
Aron?” (p. 470). While Lee is away to the kitchen, Adam admires Lee, saying, “What a good
man! What a good friend!” (p. 470). Aron also shows his affection toward Lee, saying, “I
hope he lives to be a hundred” (p. 470). Later Aron volunteers to go to war and is killed there.
He is so self-indulgent that even Lee can not influence him enough to enable him to face square-
ly the realities.

Next, let us examine the relationship between Lee and Caleb: “With Lee, Cal’s trick did
not work, for Lee’s bland mind moved effortlessly ahead of him and was always there waiting,
understanding, and at the last moment cautioning quietly, ‘Don’t do it.” Cal had respect for
Lee and a little fear of him” (p. 327). Requested by Cal, Lee tells the truth about Cal’s mother,
Cathy: “I’ve thought about it for a great many hours and I still don’t know. She is a mystery.
It seems to me that she is not like other people. There is something she lacks. Kindness maybe,
or conscience. You can only understand people if you feel them in yourself. And I can’t feel
her. The moment I think about her my feeling goes into darkness. I don’t know what she
wanted or what she was after. She was full of hatred, but why or toward what I don’t know.
It’s a mystery. And her hatred wasn't healthly. It wasn’t angry. It was heartless. I don’t
know that it is good to talk to ycu like this” (p. 388). Next, Lee tells about Adam: “I think
your father has in him, magnified, the things his wife lacks. I think in him kindness and
conscience are so large that they are almost faults. They trip him up and hinder him” (p. 388).
Lee tries to comfort Cal, saying, “I don’t think your father ever hated her. He had only sor-
row” (p. 389), but Cal reveals his great despondency :
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“It’s like you said about knowing people. I hate her because I
know why she went away. I know—because I've got her in me.”
His head was down and his voice was heart-broken. ,

Lee jumped up. “You stop that!” he said sharply. “You hear
me? Don’t let me catch you doing that. Of course you may have
that in you. Everybody has. But you’ve got the other too. Here—
look up! Look at me!”

Cal raised his head and said wearily, “What do you want?”

“You've got the other too. Listen to me! You wouldn’t even be
wondering if you didn’t have it. Don’t you dare take the lazy way.
It’s too easy to excuse yourself because of your ancestry. Don’t
let me catch you doing it! Now—look close at me so you will
remember. Whatever you do, it will be you who do it—not your
mother.” (p. 389)

Later, when at last Cal sees what Cathy really is, he says, “I was afaid I had you in me.
... No. T haven’t. I'm my own. ] don’t have to be you. ... I just know. It came to me whole. If
I'm mean, it’s my own mean” (p. 404). As Cathy complains, “This Chinaman has really fed you
some pap,” Lee’s lesson proves to be not in vain. Some time after he has fallen into despondency
because of the rejected love, Cal seems to have come to a resolution. Lee tries to dissuade him
from carrying it out, saying, “Stop it.”

Lee said uneasily, “I told you once when you asked me that it
was all in yourself. I told you you could control it—if you wanted.”

“Control what? I don’t know what you’re talking about.”

Lee said, “Can’t you hear me? Can’t I get through to you? Cal,
dorn’t you know what I'm saying?”

“I hear you, Lee. What are you saying?”

“He couldn’t help it, Cal. That’s his nature. It was the only way
he knew. He didn’t have any choice. But you have. Don’t you
hear me? You have a choice.”

The spirals had become so small that the pencil lines ran to-
gether and the result was a shiny black dot.

Cal said quietly, “Aren’t you making a fuss about nothing? You
must be slipping. You’d think from your tone that I'd killed some-
body. Come off it, Lee. Come off it.” (p. 473)

Cal is resolved to do something revengeful against his father. Even Cal, however, is so
distressed and guilt-ridden due to Aron’s two nights’ absence that he becomes more and more
despondent. Lee severely charges Cal; “Don’t make it complicated, ... You know why you did
it. You were mad at him, and you were mad at him because your father hurt your feelings.
That’s not difficult. You were just mean” (p. 495). Cal cries, “I guess that’s what I wonder—
why I'm mean. Lee, I don’t want to be mean. Help me, Lee!” (p. 495). Lee informs Cal of
Cathy’s suicide, and he gives a lesson to Cal, charging him with too much self-consciousness.

“You're pretty full of yourself. You're marvelling at the tragic
spectacle of Caleb Trask—Caleb the magnificent, the unique. Caleb
whose suffering should have its Homer. Did you ever think of
yourself as a snot-nose kid—mean somtimes, incredibly generous
sometimes? Dirty in your habits, and curiously pure in your mind.
Maybe you have a little more energy than most, just energy, but
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outside of that you’re very like all the other snot-nose kids. Are
you trying to attract dignity and tragedy to yourself because your
mother was a whore? And if anything should have happened to
your brother, will you be able to sneak for yourself the eminence
of being a murderer, snot-nose?”

Cal turned slowly back to his desk. Lee watched him, holding
his breath the way a doctor watches for the reaction to a hypo-

- dermic. Lee could see the reactions flaring through Cal—the rage
at insult, the belligerence, and the hurt feelings following behind,
and out of that—just the beginning of relief.

Lee sighed. He had worked so hard, so tenderly, and his work
seemed to have succeeded. He said softly, “We’re a violent people,
Cal. Does it seem strange to you that I include myself? Maybe -
it’s true that we are all descended from the restless, the nervous,
the criminals, the arguers and brawlers, but aiso the brave and
independent and generous. If cur ancestors had not been that, they
would have stayed in their home plots in the other world and
starved over the squeezed-out soil.”

Cal turned his head towards Lee, and his face had lost its tight-
ness. He smiled, and Lee knew he had not fooled the boy entirely.
Cal knew now it was a job—a well-done job—and he was grateful.

Lee went on, “That’s why I include myself. We all have that
heritage, no matter what old land our fathers left. All colours and
blends of Americans have somewhat the same tendencies. It’s
a beeed—selected out by accident. And so we're over-brave and
over-fearful—we’re kind and cruel as children. We're over-friendly
and at the same time frightened of strangers. We boast and are
impressed. We're over-sentimental and realistic. We are mundane
and materialistic—and do you know of any other nation that acts
for ideals? We eat too much. We have no taste, no sense of pro-
portion. We throw our energy about like waste. In the old lands
they say of us that we go from barbarism to decadence without an
intervening culture. Can it be that our critics have not the key or
the language of our culture? That’s what we are, Cal—all of us.
You aren’t very different.”

“Talk away,” said Cal, and he smiled and repeated, “Talk
away.”

“I don’t need to any more,” said Lee. “I’'m finished now. I wish
your father would come back. He worries me.” And Lee went
nervously out. (pp. 496—497)

Cathy’s suicide and Aron’s death cause Adam to suffer a stroke. Adam lies in bed almost
unconscious. Lee comforts Cal, saying, “I’'m sorry, Cal. Bear up! You’ll have to bear up. ... It
always surprises me how people bear up. They always do” (p. 518). And then Cal confesses
his sin to the unconscious father: “I'm responsible for Aron’s death and for your sickness. ...”
(p. 519).

It is after Aron has gone to college that Abra often visits Adam’s. She trusts Adam and
Lee better than her own father (p. 427). Lee “likes Abra and he felt strength and goodness in
her, and warmth too. Her features had the bold muscular strength which could result finally

either in ugliness or in good beauty” (p. 428). Lee prefers Abra to Chinese beauty (p. 428).
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He listens to Abra’s criticism toward Aron: “I thought he always felt—well, kind of crippled
—maybe unfinished, because he didn’t have a mother. ... Just absolutely pure. Nothing but
pure—never a bad thing. I'm not like that” (pp. 428, 430). She complains that it makes her
uneasy (p. 430). Lee comforts her, saying, “Nobody is” (p. 430). When Lee is asked by Abra
whether Mrs. Trask is alive, he refuses to answer the question, saying, “Abra, let me tell you
about myself. I'm a servant. I'm old. 'm Chinese. These three you know. I'm tired and I'm
cowardly” (p. 431). Soon later, however, he replies softly, “Yes,” acknowledging that Cathy is
alive. When Abra comes to the Trasks, requested by Lee, Lee utters unawares to Abra: “I
wish you were my daughter—” ,while Abra says to Lee, “I wish you were my father” (p. 508).

Lee gives her a “small, dark green jade button,” his mother’s only ornament, as a present.
She kisses the jade and then Lee. This seems to be the adoption ritual in which Lee and Abra
become affiliated as father and daughter. Lee tells Abra about Cal: “He (Cal)’s crammed full
to the top with every good thing and every bad thing. I've thought that one single person could
almost with the weight of a finger—" (p. 509).

Suggested by Lee, Cal goes to his father lying almost unconscious in bed and confesses
his sin: “I did it, ... I'm responsible for Aron’s death and for your sickness. I took him to
Kate’s. I showed him his mother. That’s why he went away. I don’t want to do bad things—
but I do them” (p. 519). Though he confesses, his father’s eyes seem to pursue him. Lee com-
forts Cal, telling him that anything he sees in Adam’s eyes may be pressure on that part of his
brain. Cal still insists: “He accused me. I know it. He said I'm a murderer” (p. 520). Lee
answers, “Then he will forgive you. I promise” (p. 520). Lee advises Cal to go to Abra. When
Cal goes there, Abra takes back to the Trasks the unwilling Cal who says he would like to go
away to escape the father’s pursuing eyes. Abra requests Lee to help Cal (p. 523). Then Lee
reflects himself on his own wrong ideas and gives a very solemn and sublime lesson to Abra
and Cal.

Abra put her elbows on the kitchen table. “Help him,” she said.
“You can accept things, Lee. Help him.”

“I don’t know whether I can accept things or not,” Lee said.
“I've never had a chance to try. I've always found myself with
some—not less uncertain but less able to take care of uncertainty.
I've had to do my weeping—alone.”

“Weeping—? You?”

He said, “When Samuel Hamilton died the world went out like a
candle. I relighted it to see his lovely creations, and 1 saw his
children tossed and torn and destroyed as though some vengeful-
ness was at work. Let the ng-ka-py run back on your tongue.”

He went on, “I had to find out my stupidities for myself. These
were my stupidities: I thought the good are destroyed while the
evil survive and prosper.

“I thought that once an angry and disgusted God poured molten
fire from a crucible to destroy or to purify his little handiwork of
mud.

“I thought I had inherited both the scars of the fire and the
impurities which made the fire necessary—all inherited, I thought.
All inherited. Do you feel that way”

“I think so,” said Cal.
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“I don’t know’” Abra said.
Lee shook his head. “That isn’t good enough. That isn’t good

enough thinking. Maybe——" And he was silent.
Cal felt the heat of the liquor in his stomach. “Maybe what,
Lee?”

“Maybe you’ll come to know that every man in every generation
is re-fired. Does a craftsman, even in his old age, lose his hunger to
_ make a perfect cup—thin, strong, translucent?” He held his cup
to the light. “All impurities burned out and ready for a glorious
flux, and for that—more fire. And then either the slag heap or,
perhaps what no one in the world ever quite gives up, perfection.”
He drained his cup and he said loudly, “Cal, listen to me. Can you
think that whatever made us—would stop trying?”
“I can’t take it in.” Cal said. “Not now I can’t.” (p.523)

In this moving statement, Lee stresses the responsibility of the individual and insists
that every individual should face and withstand the fire of life, and that he only can be a true
man when he has come through the fire.

3. Lee versus Samuel and Adam

Lee first visits Samuel on an errand from Adam. His errand is to ask Samuel to come
and talk about well-digging in the Adam’s new place. On his way to Adam’s, Samuel asks Lee
some questions about things Chinese: first pidgin and then queue. Lee answers, “Talkee Chi-
nese talk. Queue Chinese fashion—you savvy?” (p.140). Then Lee praises Samuel, saying,
“That’s why I'm talking to you. You are one of the rare people who can separate your obser-
vation from your preconception. You see what is, where most people see what they expect”
(p. 139). Samuel answers, “I hadn’t thought of it. And I've not been so tested as you, but what
you say has a candle of truth....” (p.139). Thereupon, they become good friends. They
discuss the position of a servant. Lee insists that as a servant “I work less and worry less”
(p. 142), but he admits that it is a “lonely life” (p. 142).

Adam is so dazed by Cathy’s departure that he leaves his new-born babies unnamed for
over a year. When Samuel hears about it from Lee, he becomes indignant. He tries to shock
Adam from moral lethargy by knocking down Adam. Adam has a far-away yet intent look, as
if he were listening to some wind-carried music, but his eyes are not dead as they have been.
He expresses his thanks to Samuel: “It’s hard to imagine I'd thank a man for insults and for
shaking me out like a rug. But I'm grateful. It's a hurty thanks, but it’s thanks” (p. 225).
Samuel admires Lee who has been taking good care of the babies, saying to Adam, “He (Lee)
trusts you now, ... He has a gift of resigned loyalty without hope of reward. He’s maybe a
much better man than either of us could dream of being” (p.230). When it comes to naming
of the twin brothers, Samuel mentions unawares the Cain-Abel story from his association of
the name of Adam (p. 231). Lee gives his own Oriental interpretation of the story (p. 234).
He goes on to say: “... And I here make a rule—a great and lasting story is about everyone or
it will not last. The strange and foreign is not interesting—only the deeply personal and famil-
iar. ... The greatest terror a child can have is that he is not loved, and rejection is the hell he
fears. I think everyone in the world to a large or small extent has felt rejection. And with

rejection comes anger, and with anger some kind of crime in revenge for the rejection, and
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with the crime guilt—and there is the story of mankind. I think that if rejection could be
amputated, the human would not be what he is. Maybe there would be fewer crazy people. I
am sure in myself there would not be many jails. It is all there—the start, the beginning. One
child, refused the love he craves, kicks the cat and hides his secret guilt; and another steals so
that money will make him loved; and a third conquers the world—and always the guilt and
revenge and more guilt. The human is the only guilty animal. Now wait! Therefore I think
this old and terrible story is important because it is a chart of the soul—the secret, rejected,
guilty soul. Mr. Trask, you said you did not kill your brother and then you remembered some-
thing. I don’t want to know what it was, but was it very far apart from Cain and Abel? And
what do you think of my Oriental patter, Mr. Hamilton? You know I am no more Oriental
than you are” (pp. 235—236). After the naming, Adam thanks Samuel and says, “I'm glad
you came, ... There is a weight off me” (p. 237). And at the same time Adam declares his
loss of hope for the Garden: “I think that kind of energy is gone out of me. I can’t feel the
pull of it. ... I have no one to show a garden to” (p. 237). Samuel comforts Adam, his eyes
filled with tears, saying, “Don’t think it will ever die, ... Don’t expect it. ... I tell you it won’t
ever die until you do” (p. 237).

About ten years later, when Samuel visits Adam for the last time, his efforts prove to be
in vain. For Adam has not changed much (p. 235), and has left the land fallow (p. 256). Adam
even says challengingly to Samuel: “We had that out before. You thought I would change.
I’ve not changed” (p. 256). Samuel says at last, “You have never let her (Cathy) go” (p. 256).
Adam admits it: “I guess not. ... ”(p. 256). Samuel praises Lee, while being critical to Adam,
saying, “Adam, I wonder whether you know what you have in Lee. A philosopher who can
cook, or a cook who can think? He has taught me a great deal. You must have learned from
him, Adam” (p. 260). Adam confesses miserably: “I'm afraid I didn’t listen enough—or maybe
he didn’t talk” (p. 260). Then, Lee begins to tell the story about his assidious study of the word

“timshel” :

“I went along with them (the four old Chinese gentlemen), mar-
velling at the beauty of their proud clean brains. I began to love
my race, and for the first time I wanted to be Chinese. Every two
weeks I went to a meeting with them, and in my room here I cov-
ered pages with writing. ... The American Standard translation
orders men to triumph over sin, and you can call sin ignorance.
The King James translation makes a promise in “Thou shalt’,
meaning that men will surely triumph over sin. But the Hebrew
word, the word timshel—Thou mayest’—that gives a choice. It
might be the most important word in the world. That says the
way is open. That throws it right back on a man. For if “Thou
mayest’—it is also true that ‘Thou mayest not.” Don’t you see?”

“Yes, I see. I do see. But you do not believe this is divine law.
Why do you feel its importance?”

“Ah!” said Lee. “I've wanted to tell you this for a long time. 1
even anticipated your questions and I am well prepared. Any
writing which has influenced the thinking and the lives of innumer-
able people is important. Now, there are many millions in their
sects and Churches who feel the order, ‘Do thou,” and throw their
weight into obedience. And there are millions more who feel pre-
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destination in ‘Thou shalt’. Nothing they may do can interfere
with what will be. But ‘Thou mayest’! Why, that makes a man
great, that gives him stature with the gods, for in his weakness
and his filth and his murder of his brother he has still the great
choice. He can choose his course and fight it through and win.”
Lee’s voice was a chant of triumph. -
Adam said, “Do you believe that, Lee?”

~ “Yes, I do. Yes, I do. It is easy out of laziness, out of weakness,
to throw oneself into the lap of deity, saying, ‘I couldn’t help it;
the way was set.” But think of the glory of the choice! That
makes a man a man. A cat has no choice, a bee must make honey.
There’s no godliness there. And do you know, those old gentlemen
who were sliding gently down to death are too interested to die
now.” (pp. 263—264)

When leaving Adam and Lee for the last time, Samuel tells the truth about Cathy:
“Cathy is in Salinas. She owns a whore-house, the most vicious and depraved in this whole
end of the country” (p. 266). This has been meant by Samuel as the second shock-therapy for
Adam. Thereupon, startled, Adam runs away into the darkness from the scene. For his great
courage of telling the truth, Lee praises Samuel (p. 267). Samuel tells the reason for his

disclosure of the truth:

““Thou mayest rule over sin,” Lee. That’s it. I do not believe all
men are destroyed. I can name you a dozen who were not, and they
are the ones the world lives by. It is true of the spirit as it is true
of battles—only the winners are remembered. Surely most men
are destroyed, but there are others who like pillars of fire guide
frightened men through the darkness. ‘T hou mayest, T hou mayesi!
What glory! It is true that we are weak and sick and quarrelsome,
but if that is all we were, we would, millenniums ago, have dis-
appeared from the face of the earth. A few remnants of fossilised
jawbone, some broken teeth in strata of limestone, would be the
only mark man would have left of his existence in the world. But
the choice, Lee, the choice of winning! I had never understood it
or accepted it before. Do you see now why I told Adam to-night?
I exercised the choice. Maybe I was wrong, but by telling him [
also forced him to live or get off the pot. What is that word, Lee?”

“Timshel,” said Lee. “Will you stop the cart?” (pp. 268—269)

This time, Lee praises Samuel, “Samuel, you’ve gone beyond me” (p. 269). Some months
Jater, Samuel dies as Lee has predicted while talking with him: “There’s death all around you.
It shines from you” (p. 268). Adam attends the funeral service, but unwillingly because he can
not believe that Samuel is dead (p. 270). After the funeral service, he visits Cathy and sees
what she really is. He laughs pleasantly, saying, “Now I see you, I mean. You know, I guess
it was Samuel said I'd never seen you, and it’s true. I remember your face but I had never
seen it. Now I can forget it” (p. 277). Even when Adam is cruelly told by Cathy that the
twin-brothers are not his children but Charles’, he is upset no longer. On his way home he
drops in at Will Hamilton’s garage in King City to order an automobile. ‘Adam admires Sam-
uel, saying to Will, “I don’t know whether you know how I felt about your father. He gave
me things I will never forget. ... Such a man doesn’t really die, ... I can’t think of him as dead.
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He seems maybe more alive to me than before” (p. 285). The above shows that Adam is so
much influenced by Samuel that after his death Adam feels Samuel more alive.

On his drive home to the ranch, he finds himself noticing things he has not seen in the
field for years. When he comes to his own ranch he feels a pleasure so sharp that he finds
himself saying aloud in rhythm with the horses’ feet: “I'm free, I'm free. I don’t have to
worry any more. I'm free. She’ gone. She’s gone out of me. Oh, Christ Almighty, I'm free!”
(p: 287). He touches a wild sage and he eagerly wants to see the twins.

Adam feels a deep affection toward Charles now. He first writes to Charles in over ten
years, asking Charles to come west to him. Soon he receives a letter from Charles’ lawyer to
the effect that Charles has bequeathed his fortune to be divided equally between Cathy and
him. Adam hesitates to ensure the half of the fortune to Cathy, but Lee insists on Adam’s
following the direction of the will:

“Maybe you’ll have to think for your brother,” said Lee. “What
your wife is doing is neither good nor bad. Saints can spring from
any soil. Maybe with this money she would do some fine thing.
There’s no springboard to philanthropy like a bad conscience.”

Adam shivered. “She told me what she would do if she had
money. It was closer to murder than to charity.”

“You don’t think she should have the money, then?”

“She said she wonld destroy many reputable men in Salinas. She
can do it tco.”

“I see,” said Lee. “I'm glad I can take a detached view of this.
The pants of their reputations must have some thin places. Mor-
ally, then, you would be against giving her the money?”

“Yes.” (p. 330)

After the heated discussion and on his second thought, however, Adam finally gives way
to Lee. Adam again visits Cathy and tells her about Charles’ bequeath of his fortune. She can
not understand him. He leaves her, saying, “I think you are only a part of a human”(p.336).
Later, Adam is appointed to be on the draft board. He ponders his responsibility of sending boys
to the battle field. He talks with Lee:

“I was thinking about that time when Sam Hamilton and you
and I had a long discussion about a word,” said Adam. “What was
that word?”

“Now I see. The word was timshel.”

“Timshel—and you said——"

“I said that word carried a man’s greatness if he wanted to take
advantage of it.”

“I remember Sam Hamilton felt good about it.”

“It set him fiee,” said Lee “It gave him the right to be a man,
separate from every other man.”

“That’s lonely.”

“All great and precious things are lonely.”

“What is the word again?”

“T'imshel—thou mayest.” (p. 453)

When Adam is told that Cathy has committed suicide, he weeps bitterly, crying, “Oh,
my poor darling!” (p. 490). Adam again wears a “dazed look.” Aron’s letter that he has en-
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listed in the army shocks Adam so completely that he falls ill. As a final touch, the report of
Aron’s death drives him to a stroke. Adam lies in bed almost unconscious. Cal confesses his
sin, but Adam’s eyes seem to pursue him. Lee desperately pleads with Adam in the presence
of both Cal and Abra.

Lee’s shoulders straightened. He said sharply, “Your son is

marked with guilt of himself—out of himself—almost more than
-~ he can bear. Don’t crush him with rejection. Don’t crush him,
Adam.”

Lee’s breath whistled in his throat. “Adam, give him your bless-
ing. Don’t leave him alone with his guilt. Adam, can you hear
me? Give him your blessing!”

A terrible brightness shone in Adam’s eyes and he closed them
and kept them closed. A wrinkle formed between his brows.

Lee said, “Help him, Adam—help him. Give him his chance.
Let him be free. That’s all a man has over the beasts. Free him!
Bless him!” (p. 525)

After his great struggle in response to Lee’s persistent'persuasion, Adam utters, “timshel”
in the air and falls into a sleep. Adam seems to have worked out his own salvation through
Lee’s kind and enthusiastic persuasion.

Conclusion

As the title suggests, the main theme of this novel is centered on a modern version of
the Cain-Abel story in the Old Testament. At first Steinbeck intended to tell the story of the
Hamilton family, his maternal parents’, for his two sons, and then he introduced the Trask
family as the neighbors of the Hamiltons. As he proceeded in writing, however, the importance
shifted to the Trasks. As a result, the history of the Hamiltons only serves to give breadth
and depth to the Trask story. Besides, notwithstanding Steinbeck’s original intention, the
Hamilton story became the requiem for the family, because Steinbeck put too much stress on
the death of Una, Dessie and Tom, and Samuel.

Following what Steinbeck called “my C-A theme,” the main figures in the Trask story
are classified into two groups, the Cain and the Abel characters. After the desperate struggle
between C and A, the central figure Adam narrowly gains the salvation of his soul. And the
very person that guides Adam to his salvation is Lee, the Chinese servant. In Journal of a Novel
Steinbeck tells Pascal Covici about Lee that Lee is a “philosopher” and a “thoughtful and kind
man,” and that Steinbeck needs his eye which is “more detached” than his. But Steinbeck
does not make it clear whether Lee is a Christian or not. In the novel, however, Lee says to
Adam, “I have no bent toward gods.” And yet he highly praises the glory of man’s free choice
of his course. His interest in philosophy and thought is not necessarily limited to that of the
East. But rather it is universal and is deeply rooted in man’s reason. At the same time, the
secret of his birth itself reveals part of the plight of the imported Chinese “human cattle.” Lee’s
frequent remark “I seem to get more Chinese as I get older,” is meant to show his homing
instinct. Also Lee’s repeated references to things Chinese—Chinese traditions, chracteristics,
manners, and customs—are perhaps meant to be the background of his Eastern philosophy.
Lee enjoys his life of unrestrained, free will, most unnoticed as a servant. Moreover, there is
a curious episode of the four old Chinese gentlemen who have studied the word “timshel” with
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Lee for two years. Lee tells Samuel about the old gentlemen that they are “thinkers in exact-
ness” who “may spend many years pondering a sentence of the scholar you call Confucius”
(p. 262), and that they are “critics of truth.” Lee goes on to say that “Confucius tells men how
they should live to have good and successful lives. But this—this is a ladder to climb to the
stars. ...” (p. 264). The above remarks seem to reveal that Lee and the old gentlemen are
fundamentally Confucians, as most Chinese used to be. And at the same time their attitude in
life is Taoist. Lee’s following remarks afford one more glimpse into this philosophical posture:
“They are fine old men. They smoke their two pipes of opium in the afternoon and it rests and
sharpens them, ...” (p. 262)/ “But 1 take my two pipes in the afternoon, no more and no less,
like the elders. ...” (p. 264). '

East of Eden describes Adam’s progression with Lee’s guidance from mere goodness to his
salvation. For instance, soon after the twin’s birth, Cathy deserts Adam and the new-born
babies. Adam is so shocked that he does not take care of or give names to the babies. Through
Lee’s instigation, Samuel Hamilton strikes Adam into an awareness of the twins. About ten
years later, Samuel again tries to shock Adam out of his moral lethargy by informing him of
the truth about Cathy. This blow actually begins his awakening. Now he sees Cathy as she is.
Even when he is told by her that the twins are Charles’ children, he is not a bit upset. On his
drive back from Cathy’s whore-house, he finds himself saying aloud: “I'm free, I'm free. ...
She’s gone out of me. ...” (p. 287).

Later, seriously shocked by the news of Aron’s death, Adam suffers a stroke and lies in
bed nearly unconscious. Though Caleb confesses his sin to his father, Adam’s eyes seem to
pursue him. Lee desperately pleads with Adam, saying, “Adam, glve him your blessing. Don’t
leave him alone with his guilt. ... Give him your blessing!” (p. 525). Lee finally succeeds in his
desperate and persistent persuasion. There comes a whisper out of Adam’s struggling body
and he says, “Timshel!” Having reached his salvation of soul, Adam falls into a sleep.

As we can see, at first the interpretation of the Cain-Abel story is given by Lee and the
four old Chinese gentlemen. Secondly, Adam is awakened to his spiritual needs and respon-
sibility by Lee. Lastly, Adam is guided to his salvation by Lee. Lee and the old Chinese
gentlemen are too Chinese-American, so they do not look like real Chinese. They are still
meant, however, to represent Eastern philosophy. Therefore, we can conclude that Christia-
nity, greatly stimulated by Eastern philosophy, leads to Adam’s salvation.
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Studies on the Parabolic Profile GCam
with a reciprocating Follower (Report 1)

——Circular Arc Follower——
Hironori ITOSHIMA

The profile of the cam consists of a base circle and a parabolic curve. The reciprocating fo-
llower, which is offset from the pivot of the cam, is a roller or a circular arc mushroom follower.
And the profile of the cam is expressed in Xy coordinates.

In this paper, the motion (displacement, velocity and acceleration) of the reciprocating follower
is analysed, and the pressure angle, the offset and the specific sliding are examined.

If the lift of the follower, the pressure angle at the starting point, the maximum specific sli-
ding of the cam and the radius of the base circle are specified, then the radius of the arc and the
offset of the follower are decided.

If the ratio of the acceleration of the follower at the starting point and the end point is spe-

cified, then each size of the best cam can be designed.
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Studies on the Eccentric Profile Cam with
an QOscillating Follower (Report 2)

——Flat Plate Follower——

Hironori ITOSHIMA
Masaki KONO

The flat plate follower is oscillating on the elliptical profile of the cam and the pivot of the

cam is offset from the center of the ellipse. The elliptical curve is expressed in Xy coordinates on

the cam.

In this paper, the angular motion of the oscillating follower is analysed, and the oscillating an-

gle, the pressure angle, the angular acceleration and the specific sliding are examined.

If the oscillating angle, the specific sliding of the cam at the end point, the ratio of the angular

accelerations at the starting point and the end point are specified, then each size of the best cam

and the offset of the flat plate follower can be designed.
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On the Vibration of the Circular Ring
(1st Report, Free and Supported Vibration)

Minoru NOHARA

The vibration of the circular ring has been dealt as the essential problem of the elastic vibra-
tions. However, both the function and the strength of the ring have an importance as the mecha-
nical elements, but the practical experiment to determine the natural frepuencies of the circular
ring has scarecely been investigated.

The vibration of the circular ring with the ball bearing and that of the rotating parts of the
various machines have become a serious problem in practice as the necessity of the silent machine
increases.

In this paper, the sixteen circular rings were used for the test pieces, and the investigation
was carried out by varrying the thickness and the width of the ring in search for the effect of the
thickness and the width of the ring on the natural frequencies of the in-plane vibration of the
circular ring (supported at the two and three points, and unsupported) and on those of the out-of-
plane vibration of the circular ring caused by the deflection in the direction of the axis and by the

rotation of the ring.
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A Study of Pulsation of Suction Air

Yuji KAWAGUCHI and Isao KUBOTA

Measuring of the suction air quantity, which influences the internal combustion engine perfor-
mance, is very important, though it is not necessarily easy because of the unsteady flow. As on
the differential pressure type flowmeter the pressure difference before and behind the measuring
nozzle is proportional to square of the flow rate, the correlation between the mean values of pres-
sure difference and of flow rate varies according to the amplitude of periodic pulsation of the air
flow through a nozzle. Therefore, if we apply the ordinary formula in this case, the flow rate is
always calculated excessive ; the larger the amplitude, the larger the error. In order to measure the
flow rate accurately, it is necessary to change the periodic flow into the approximately steady one.

In this paper we report on the characteristics of suction air flow of a single cylinder type Di-

esel engine and on the alteration of the pulsatory flow into the steady one.
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A Study in Lighting for Merchandising by Color Temperature

Kazuhiko HARADA

It is needless to say that lighting for merchandising must be sufficiently bright and agreeable,
if we want to improve the financial results of sale. Therefore, the character of light, control of
color temperature is foundamentally one of the most important factor.

So, we did investigation on that subject at the store in Okayama, Fukuyama, Kure, Hiroshima
and Matsuyama city.

According to the statistics, for the most part, using incandescent lamps with fluorescent lamps
or only incandescent lamps.

There was a tendency that the newer stores and the higher-class stores, the more use of inca-
ndescent lamps.

The color temperature were from 2,850K to 4,350K under the influence of incandescent lamps’

lighting.

Relatively bag stores and shoes stores were low color temperature but dry goods stores were
high one.
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The Internal Friction of a Concrete Pile

Kiyohiko KURO

The attenuation factors of mortar bars were measured by the free vibrations method.

Then, characteristics of the damping models such as the Voigt type, the Maxwell type and the
three elements type were studied.

Especially the adaptability of the Voigt solid to analyze the damping of the driving stress

waves of a concrete pile was examined.
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Yield Criterion for Reinforced Concrete Plate
Subjected to Bending

Syuuzi NAKANO

The general application of the theory of plasticity to reinforced concrete plate is due to Joh-
ansen, whose stepped vield line theory is assumed that the fracture line is the limiting case of a
“stepped” line in which the directions of tensile bars are at right angle to the infinitesimal steps.
The others, it has been pointed out by Wood that reinforcement inclined to the fracture line may
be bent acress the crack in the concrete and consequently increase the ultimate moment. Kwiecinski
adopted the idea that reinforcement inclined to the crack is partly kinked across it and based on
his experimental observation he developed an intermediate approach called partial kinking criterion.

In this paper, we compare the stepped yield line theory with the partial kinking of reinforce-
mens theory, and obtain the ultimate load and the inclination of fracture line on the stepped yield
line theory. The results are substantiated by data obtained from 10 experiments on reinforced co-

ncrete plates.
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Fundamental study on the Plastic Deflection of Underlying soil

——2 Dimensional Elastic-Plastic Analysis——

(Dept. Civil. Engrg.) Shigehisa KOBORI
(Hiroshima Univ.) Hisao ABOSHI

This present paper describes results showing the ground to behave like a elastic-plastic analysis.
In the former the stress is directly connected with the total strain by means of the elastic equations.
In the latter there is, as we have seen, no such unique correspondence, and the stress-strain differ-
ential relations have to be integrated by following the history of the deformation form the initia-
tion of plasticity at some point of the body. A process of plastic deformation has to be considered
mathematically as a succession of small increments of strain, even where the overall distortion is

so small that the change in external surfaces can be neglected.
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Experimental Study on Reinforced Concrete Braced Frames

(Report 2) On Characteristics of Members Gomposing a Frame

Yasuhiro FUKUHARA

In order to clarify the characteristics of reinforced concrete braced frames and members comp-
osing the frame, further five spesimens of one-storied and one-spanned reinforced concrete braced
frame with about one-tenth scale were tested.

This report intend to clarify mainly the characteristics of members composing a frame.

And expansion and contraction, secondary stress and strength of members, and also the relation
between the axial force lebel of the member composing a flame and the ductility of the frame were

showed and discussed.
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Approximate Response Prediction of Elasto-plastic
Single-degree-of-freedom System Subjected to
Sinusoidal Ground Motion

Katsuaki MONZEN

Based on energy input into a structure by sinusoidal excitation and energy of deformation, app-

roximate response prediction of elasto-plastic single-degree-of-freedom system from elastic response
spectrum is proposed.

Relation of yield strength of the spring and ductility factor was determined and showed good
agreement with the result of which was solved by a Runge-Kutta procedure.
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