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Aural Comprehensicn Test — #55 & #5

Some Observations on the Results of “Aural Gomprehension Test”

Ryoji KUMAGAWA

An “Aural Comprehension Test” developed by the Sony Language Laboratory was given to second
year students at Kure Technical College and the analysis of the test results shows that the students
have trouble with (1) negative constructions, (2) tense and aspects of predicative verbs, (3) vocabulary,
(4) idiomatic constructions, (3) distinction of contrastive features, (6) unstressed syllables and words.
It was also found that the corrclation between their reading ability and their aural comprehensive

ability was uncxpectedly iow, its cocfficient being a mere 0.31.
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Aural Comprehension Test (LLFACTF A »EMFRT2) THDH, ZOT A ME, 50 bic b5
BIREC X 2FB 7 A 2 ThHbH, BREL ARHOFELYECT, TORLDE®REELTIRY, 52
bifcA, B, CEODOFNLRIRL, BEAKOZSILS2OTHIr L5/t Tv 3, 6%
i diF 5 L, Fexr They are listening to him. 12 LT, A ZAOFEIN-ADHDO ADERE
WTw3, B “ADFHER—ACLO NIZFE LT T35, C ZADFEI—ADLD ADGFELH
Wb, Z00BRSAERITTHY, MECTELDOENRYFRLT LDLE LT, BBEHEIAXERT LS
Kﬁofb%;%k@%%&u@,wm@ﬁbLLﬁ@iﬁﬁ:O?O@ﬁ@ﬁbf%é%%~P%ﬁ
ThRTHD, EXEREEAALEETS L 50T %, BB —EE L2, BN
ORI T % £ COMERMIINS 4, LREbHL ) OVHREBBIIBNISBTHE, ZOIBEKH
DRFZEDELLBERD, TORBE=Z2DTHIc-» TIREL, TD—O%BEY, HEAMHKDH
LEFIOR ST DLt aDT, FHREIAEVIC LY, HFEXETEL A LB TE L L
BETERNLBWTHD,

IDFAMIID L SEELHEANOHMT O NIERET L L xRb 0 & LTER X TL
H0%, G, MECBRCILMEL TELLRTEILLE LI, H0FEL THRETEDX5i2, B
Mz -+o52 %2 i Lic, Tinib, %§@7—%ﬂ~ﬁL7Xbﬁﬁ&&4L& TEDHE, TA
PET E TR0 OREIE B2, T DRER, FEEREC HF@&vHé OWTHERE UCHERT S
_kﬁf%,Mm%ﬁﬁhﬁbmr~L*%h@@K&%a&ﬁmt? EMTERLLDEEL D
BROEERET I, @AY Cx 2208k %<_&#@§Lm&% DTH D,

5 >R hEES LR
(1) FRBITES AR L R REEBIFRE

S i
- - X T | &
i Aural Comprehension Test {8 531 76.3 | 76.5 K 71.5 74.9
AR & A CF A F DHBEEH 0.36 = 018 0.38 E 0.31
; i i
N l 3 i i
A L LL 7 < b MBI | 060 | 020 053 | 0.50
, u E z
LLF5AFEACT A M OHEEK 057 067 055 | 0.6l
! | : H
ACTFAMITIM2ALL, 100 SWa0CE L, BTIR RS & 2, ﬁ’!ﬁw%&i’@,%’-lﬁﬁi-: V75 Y —
BIOEOWERBE BT LRBRO L THo, ZORBCIELLIZRT 5¥E OIS =
hfbkbnim,LLTZF&@é@m,:@AC%zrm%mﬁﬁ*f',LL@f“f%ﬁLi

ERHEFDOeY Y v/ e FALIEGDOI ETH D,
GEIACTAMVEERLILOFEET, ACT A FERHEROR N, FEOS HHEs LL 5
A TOEBRBEE TN ERFE LIz, 261012, ACTFAFLLL7 R FEOHBEEELEEDI DI
Hl7,

(2) 7 A MR X ONERIRBBINIGE K
%Vd\y nua)Fﬁ%_Sz&%#ﬁ% 116 %@bﬁi\!@;‘zgl‘[&}b%ﬁf%ég
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fi2)i] : Aural Comprehension Test — 581 22
hl # e 1% A B C B

1 can't reach it. B 5 97 13 1
it is very cold in the room. C 0 1 115 0
She is running after the man. A 116 0 0 0
They are walking through a shower. C 26 25 64 1
You sec many apples under the table. C 18 0 98 0
Thev are listening to him. A 111 3 1 1
The car is parked near the gate. C 1 9 106 0
Neither Tom nor Bessie is at home. A 30 27 59 0
He usually has his breakfast at 7 : 15. B 14 84 18 0
There are lots of airplanes in the hanger. C 1 3 109 - 3
He is lying on his back. A 67 45 4 0
They are going up a hill at night. A 104 11 1 0
The movie is over and people are going home. A 115 1 0 0
The man is standing and has his hat off. B 15 97 4 0
The two women were just leaving the building. C 9 1 105 1
The man is fat and short, but the woman Is tall and C 2 0 114 0

skinny.
He is going to church on a sunny day. B 5 111 0 0
This man isn‘t as fat as that man. A 89 19 8 0
Nineteen and six would make this number. B 97 18 0 1
The man walking along the street is my father. A 114 1 1 0
There is a triangie without any number, C 19 25 72 0
They are talking to each other. B 6 109 1 0
The man is standing against the wall. A 87 25 4 0
It looks like rain. C 3 65 48 0
They are taking care of the flowers. A 90 1 25 0
The secretary entered the oifice and is walking toward C 0 10 104 2

her desk.
He has just turned off the light. B 104 7 2
if yvou take one from thirty. you will get this number. B 65 44 1
We always have breakfast together at 7 : 45. C 24 1 90 1
A dog came running to her. A 113 1 2 0
All are tall men and they are sitting on the chairs. C 2 1 113 0
Three men are in the picture and the man in the middle B 0 114 2 0

has his hat on.
He is going to take a bath. A 96 0 20 0
My brother hasn’t found his ball yet. C 8 11 97 0
He doesn’t like to have many pictures in the room. A 70 8 38 0
She gave Bob an apple. B 44 70 2 0
He has a television set and a few radios. A 103 12 1 0
The child put her hand up. B 30 44 38 4
He is pouring water from a bottle into a glass. C 6 3 106 1
There is a long pencil on cach side of the short one. B 34 69 13 0

)
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41 He is sitting on the chair with his legs on the desk. A 104 1 10

42 None of the children are boys. C 10 67 37 2
43 Although the telephone is ringing, nobody tries to B 1 104 10

answer it. ‘

44 T told you to bring me a book, not two. C 7 47 60 2
45 The giant was knocked out by the small man. B 29 85 2 0
46 The lady helped the old man get out of the car. A 100 9 6 1
47 One of these numbers cannot be dividged by three. A 98 13 0
48 He is having his shoes shined. C 47 40 27 2
49 He is too busy to play golf. B 74 39 0 3
50 The man is putting his tie on. while the woman is C 18 11 85 2

watching him do it.

6 WwWE DO EE
(1) "FEEs L OEBEOHEBEBRICOWT

3%@@%#%H9@%&#5§%ﬂkm@ﬁ,@%atf@&ﬁ@@%uﬂﬁbﬁtmﬁ,%mb
REIFE I ZENTEDLTHS 5, FRAPEFEA T, FMKTORE TR LNIFIIZEDIRILY,
FDEEACTAMIEBLATR TWATAEL, XTHEREYITEREOMCIIAEREDOEN -
D Z EiZER Lz,

&uwﬁfﬁﬁ&Achbawﬁ%%%«mb:h&% GA PRI AR ENELE ISR

LED LS BRICH D Do, WETIE, EFREOFGBINCEN T 2 BIIRFEORER IS TLE
h TWAH DDy, ZOoORNOBOBREIELFEAN D BB EFE 2 b TH D, FEinaly, b
DEFFRIT N T AFEIFEXHERIE NI TOERTVWLEEZ LD, LALEHED, 4
moF A MZET SR Y, MEBOMOMEE IEM M UL, BETRI03INTTEBD, HIABRED
MBIARITEED SN A, HE VRO L DO L/ -7, oY TEHERNL, b0 258 & B 7 - 74
BARL, MHBEGREO0.182VRT Lk, OO NORILIZ HENZE LA LD ORI -1DTH
B oY THERDENZ DX S TR BIG 2 IR LIz D0 B BT,

ASEDT AP TIO L 5 CHENME S EHb R REO—21%, ACT A+ ORENLERELTH -
TR ERBITLENTE LS, b, MBI EMSOBS» ko2 &, £50kF, #HUE
i& (complex sentence) % Fr-ORFAZ Lo T2 > (Nos. 28, 43) ULnlel, ZOffiit g7y (simple
sentence) 4 L < tLHACH 2 EE(rdEkiE s L /o E L (compound sentence) TH- T, LT i
HARMI SIS E S AT R 7L DER D THDH, 08, B LHc» THolsEEar 52722
ELH T, MBEOELAENEMBEOVCHITNENISH Y, FIHEMELIEEA ERZCHBEIERD
MirZ &P CERIDEHEINS, - OHEEXZEM @b@&ux,mﬁwﬂﬁﬁﬁmb%#AC?
AP TCIEEEITIEVI2E R & o 7o DRIL LD, 54DEM8L, 450D F 80, 56MFZ 89, 3TOEMT6E
5 X S BTHIRAGR CIEAIZH > THLACT A P THEE L BT E X Y5 2 L2 hiT 5 2 &8
TE D, ZOXSITHBEX L TH » 1o 2 L HEFRBEORAHEbhd I bitln-—~RHEE L b
LA, —H Tk, FEEAFRT LR SERAYHE A DLER L T EED L EAEMCHEIBEGRO &
F DRIV D TR E 0 5 B AR 7T,

LLOEBETAFED Y ) V27« 7AMEMBEACERL, ZOACT A FEEHST T oET-
T%h:&ﬁ%KﬁNtﬂ:@9M%®LL?Xb&%%f@ﬁ&@m@%iiiflgﬁbtof@
FEF, HERBOWE A T0.50& 7Y, ﬁ@?@& {ELL T A MEDOBICIZE - & 0 LcAEBINERY
Nie AT A FREMETLOT, FEO %Eﬁﬁ%ﬁa“mwmw”L °5rxb&¢WTé_
LIRNTE, FORDIZIEAIE D I RIRT 2 2 Lo 7o b Th L EE2 bbb, I HiZ
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o, —HEDDACT A P&#E, LL7A MIFEZERTERLT5DT, KEIDF R O
DEEREFPHE S, BEURZLLERPEONRL LICR-TnbTHHEEL DI LNTE S,
5 LI OHIH - T, YIFERORIIFRLEHEL AL, FERMESLLL 72 & 0BT
FTHTELILIR 2T 32, ACTF A FEDHBEOHE L FEE, K®ARE L TEV, 0.295 5 Biass
Tesh, M LFRIL, THOTH-LRRFhTe bl YIFHAES LTonk 5k
BRBEE2 7T, X <bnbinu,

KZHEDACTA MCIAMEELL T A M X A8 & MBS e RN, FOBE,
KROPENFRT L 51, WEOHICHIIERCEVHEBEDOS D - Livbhofe, 2D &b, BIEL
L7 A MCEHERERAXIELTL, ACTA PR BECTEELTL, BEEUOEENELRD
EHEIN, WTAMNARRBURZELTHD EHETTHZ L0 TE D,

(2) AL FOERITOWT

RE DGR TH I T, MBS C Ao cBREXBRINCEET S LT 5,

7 BEELZHLTRERTH D

BEOH T 708 L2 TH 5, 8 TIRIREENELZ O 3%, M2 o o TULFIT106
WL, ThOOMDOME RO, HEEEIBEINTDZ L THD, M8 ClLEELHE
i neither~nor~ THE X, M42TIIRERA none AFFEFCHOLRTV5, EFEOEHE
IHECRBORL ZHRBEDO DT, EErOFEEORES LI T s 51%6# ZOR
EOELTHIUL, A TEMTE /LI ELLRT G, LIc2->T, FTHWTELIZHEBE CTEX
WDLL, COBOETLIIHTABROREEZEZ DI ENTEL S,
FHAALC 35\ Tk, SRR E AT SN Ui, By 1 told you to bring me a book, not two.
WAL LTI HENRER T S, m“WOKER:&LTOW@i%%ﬁoT%(b% ETH
B L LeKBETHh o, BEECS Ir T/ T, not two=one & Bic# 2 7o 2 R
'v—Z;lf\/\ T b,

Bl1 o I can’'t reach it. "L can’t % can X &2 7o ENI3RBH - 70, %"’/\6 can DEFEF N

A
m‘ rx*

[:

(o) LBlC 22, (] LBMZAA0IL - THE - BEZMINT L bhTwo, EEMLH
ED can (ZEL <D (ken) F7-ix (kn) ZHWTHEL, BE (] OHVLLRD can't Zido
FOoxEI e TIRELTCHIUE, FLIEECELLDLEbLRD

O, BEEEY T 724 0T, B8O RECHEDTE Thls man isn't as fat as that man.
L, f350 He doesn’t like to have many pictures in the room. X |ZZRE %\, EiHFIIHFER
B—FFETEBTIELC, BAEXGVETTHLITLhdbbd, FRIE0ENEE L, T,
HBELTPELRATH DD, 3BHROEN EE L] SEBFL, BEL TS,

DT AP TRbA T DEERIE, EARNHEEDO UL D T, MBI LD, Lich
T, INnbEHFEAID VCXDAMI PR OBVCIEERPERET L ENTEL LD LML, L
Lighio, BFERCH > T, ﬁﬁwLﬁ?%EF%M&LTE@JuucﬁTéﬁb@C,m%@
B DT U CHEAF L T SO RBEGEEOERPIR L L TO b D LT 537V X512
Bbhb,

1 BB FORGIe IS L TEBIARL TS

E9 9 He usually has his breakfast at 7 : 15. 1§29 We always have breakfast together at 7 : 45.
&@,mm@%iﬁwdf®awq@%b EADIZR T, TR ADEIE) R TIIERFH O
WEAss, AN usually, always k- T, EHXRA TS, HFEHRFRTHDHA, Mo
B GIMAH, FR2GZECTUIAER, ThERREEY LKL T D ADEEREA TS, TDEL
ik, MR LM o7z Thas (have) (RE TR Loz EHETHRRTLD ERD, REEL L1E
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ZHBRITVCEIFRL TS, 2, PTEEBILILILIEI ELIAEFLDRW L‘i—‘oﬁﬂﬁbi, FHO L
BI20% T B - oL 8 B L2 <, A—AR—ELTIDRIELT &5 L H L, HFEW - BARY
DR A RTHEHEAIRZ 21 TH D

FH36 She gave Bob an apple. T, 4455/&‘; B Bobic Y v EhEs k5 E LT ARG
Lic, BBEEZEOL X THTISELTWD] EFL, T, BFEISBERI-Tw5 2 i TR
mitirole) EE o Tnh, 6, COURBRDBREEZEDS b, Y OB L T4, [o0ic i

~L7230313%, F9% LOR9DM FICHBELLEXO0HAT, Z2THLIhbDOREF,L—EL TR
HBROTVBDTER NI EZRLTW D,

£9330> He is going to take a bath. -Tik, 20&20 & H OBEESAABHORICKIE Lz, £Dix
& A LR, going H HGCHETY ERTHY fﬂ;%u]\ofb L) EEMELTCDHDTH5, be going
to~ ARFEDOHEFICHM T HEE Ao Ll on TR, 2RO RELCEEYZT T 2137 T
BHBHDIZ, -ing &2 FHEMCHETH AL TLE 5 & S AN S 5
v R EIZOWLTOMBARE LTS

fif4 o They are walking through a shower. 235\ Tk, shower 7% Pl THBHZ &
ﬁ#%f,%@®%ﬁﬁmﬁﬁwﬁbfw%m%gﬁbfuécﬂmwrﬂ|hbmmjf§5&ﬁ#
> T, <L LMD TUEHBHL ULCERBATORET TH D, T/, 240 It looks
like rain. {23\ Cld, 65FHDENMIME > TV A REA TV S, BEFOEMD 5 bIREWL LD
1%, ook like & 2Bz 2 72, HASEIRMNG MBI o1 Bo TOHDRRZ DLV O BRI LB
ol TH B, look like~ 8 [~icig 0 £ 575) LS EROWTHS Z LEATML TR DOTH D,
X 5z, 250 They are taking care of the flowers. -Tit, 25475, FH-HLAIVERTEA TV 54
CRIG LT %, take care of~ 3 [~DEEER 3% | L\ 5 BEEOHTHDLELS I Litd-> T

BT THLA, WL LUTRET LU take —FRZRIGL, THAD) LMLICHREEZ D LN
TEL, BUT, MERYCHY LIV BEOELOLWT, Men 2 U2 xaEbhe L 5 &t 2 HARN

e G T OERND LIS DA NS S, L1 Tl lie on his back %4544 9 D .54
ZJ Z e E s, 23Tt stand against the wall #2548 [BREIZ Ay » CZ2 ] Z & THD &
FExie, RO, HMEBELTHENPLDH > TORWEELI{BETERVEEDLOTH DN
5, IREEDECOMELEZ DD ENTELY,

fij28C.z, take one from thirty % [30Z 1% Mz 5] Z & THhdHEFZ, MAPRE L, W40
@ There is a long pencil on each side of the short one. |[ZfDOMHEIZIELNTRRLEN THH. 2

DRIEITIL, B4BOFNMEMGZ IR, [RULDEOHMCECHE H D) CEELTH
Do ZAUEBREED SR L ERL o BN, TROHE DR TEVHE ] 20T EDIHT,
COEEDL S BRBOBECI Db TRV EFEZ A ENTE LS, LaL, BARTE,
on each side of~ ZEL {HEFH, 1 OLDEKREARLEEL ColenoTad I AILERDOME
MHBHZEINH T THI,
= WEORAXMHELTL, Lo TIRgarbin

fJ48 He is having his shoes shined. {1, S CKIE L TIEELZIT T\ % [have+ H{EY:E + i3
iRl DL TH AN, EBEBITETRE R o7, EHIC, BEPA, BOWRRKZIZZHEC
G ZELERTREILTHE, ARG LAFE, is having L 5 EFRICEb SR, He
is shining his shoes. *[E# 7R LT\ 5, 72, BIZKIGL7A-#i:, having } shined } THyET
W ERT DML, TR VICELNIEIRO T EBEA TS,

f3490 He is too busy to play golf. T(x, 74%2%, 0L ) DEH A7 HE LA T HRIZKIE
L, %L Tw5%, too~to~ o#Alik, so~that~cannot~ @}fgf\a)%ggr}f:gxﬁc ol LICRER
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h ETHRLD TR LADLDTHLA, BEHL L7 LTELW] EBLTW5DTH 5D,
CHRBORERE, ARCETUTHELZR -7 B30T, REIMEPENE LTERL Tt o &
ELORLTOA X 52 Bbh s ‘
- R 5 F EITE L

& b B FlERT 4 TH B, They are walking in the shower. {Z 33\, walking % working
LEEL, 2BD0EFEIIRE L /-, walking ;. working (¥ /&t (Minimal contrast) Z7¢ 1,
NLRFE R ERECHBATE D 2 &2, ZOMETIIRENTH S, 7OBEDETIY kifc can &
can’t L RFOMMEEL L, LOBMMUPLDOEMLEFLERT 2281, TTCRTELEEY TH
%,

= DIFCEICIETE L v D, ﬁif@éom9axbfd,ﬁmwézﬂw,ﬁwﬁunmﬁya
nineteen, f28-CiL thirty L thirteen % fy b % 72E N CHEHAELEEN 5, -ty & -teen DX FI23
ODIENTZDDIRD TH D, -teen T DHIEITE\T, -teen [ZiX - & ) LICRELEH, ) X4
DEARCHMB LY LITTHEFMIBE L Th, -teen & [tin] LiIZ-XHFEFL T, -ty EXFT55
EAELHIZ 2 L Tonn s &%%e—m ST B,
o RBERBEsNLCEESEE I

fi§5 You sse many apples under the table. -T(}, 7 3R#EhY apples & table F » 23z H b,
BAROLIIHEL, FL RTINS, FOFHE, under the table % on the table Y X8 bh, 18AA
WAL T 5, [Hj38 The child put her hand up. Cit, RBOE AFLES her 7;;15@‘:0);‘9&2@%
Lleo Tk, ZANELHERNZOIT44%, 38—ty P OFITHEE R\, 7ok, ZORMET
FEHTANE 2L, BBADENRZADFENENTAAFLRET T LB RIRL O D ETH D,
ZHuE, child/children, hand /hands o & 5 7 g 7 BUC DU T b, %WWLWF“ﬁET%:
L8, COBMIBBFAECL > THREHETSS 2 EXRLTL A L 3 IBbh

450 The giant was knocked out by the small man. X, g8L, X @B@@’E‘[ﬁbf‘ﬁ&)&gif
OB E D, HEONRLWTHDHEELZBND, Lo L ZOMBITI\TYH, MEE L 7-7/c W EhEhEE
was I3 JORIEF] by (LB RS S h, THREBNDH Y, Thnic “prominent” Ti % “the giant”,
“knocked out”, “the small man” DL pHMNT - X hHFHI N T, “the glant” #4743, “the small
man” ZfTAONEEEMBL TV D, ZOL5ICHEBEOLEMICMLENHE 45D 1, 29810
E LTz, BEREAY LIolon 2R D ORREERE LIUBRO b b ER L BEE X/ > T 50T, Zhb
R IRZ TLE ELCEBTE L5 LT 287, SBOEELD KEnFEED -2 TH
)

e}

1T & ER

hearing & L 5 {EEIIFE LA E L, reading Lo S5 EEII LT EA LT 5, Eia B THE
FTLES LR, R THLERYRCTEOERSERTELELS T ETHD, v ATE
BTHEWS ik, A THLILTFRHRATERTELL VLS 2L THD, ICHEL V5 ZEN
(receptive) BB ) TH LD, HHBEMTIHEELH D EELLN LD, FPHIDTF A Hﬁu%:iﬁ‘@
RO, WEOMHBIIIFF IR L THE VAL DT o/, DI ik F i, reading &1
iE%0 4, collocation % idiom, X HIT{IZ OGSOV THFRCHEMRE S ¥, %¥®ﬂﬁ&tt<%
W, FOBEINLIR T hearing DENL L TEBLAEVWIERZRLTH5L5THSH, Leih
LI LCX O TEONABIERTH Y, REMET L5 20BN %Eﬁélﬁl%ﬁtﬁ ZAHILDEF
LA 5THAHH, FHiT L T hearing {21} hearing HEOAKRIC L HESE /e HiT A VB L
TEWMBOHEE A H D LS b

LEELTHRRETE 51)1 bl i=ipis 5 ZEDieu BB B T EEIZGNIIHD



8 ATXASEMAEMERE $H125 £1%5 1976

hearing TLIELIER > TRITEDONDDIL, BRBFELGCOSEEDOLOENEDHTHL LEL S
MLd, BESHECIHEFLIHEEOBAAC - 55, )V Xa0bb, HREBEIRIES
fis, L2830, HERDVICSCFHOFMENLTETE, TLE-REBE, LITLIT—OoxNL &k
PDOLBREOHENE LTHESIN, BEL DG DHEEDOL 5 fHTE SEENE -, X5
EER—EE ) THD, BIRCETTLI2DCHR L THFET L Z LTI, BFESEOZIRS
DEMEY, TR AERT A0 AYERTLILO0THY, ThERRLE TR LD THHK
FREX I TR D L 52D THS I, TR LDITIBIASFTH I EBRETH L L 51T, E
ERBEWARDYERT Do, KBS, T 50 6ERANC, 2 OBREC, TACEA T,
QT EPMBETHE L5 Bbhb, BEOBECHEBLICERL, 0I5 nifEs EERT HEHEOL
HITRBAOWLK O EREL T NICLDEBETLEDTH S,

4

(BWHAD514E 5 B 1 HAZAH)



Social Concern and Mysticism
in

The Grapes of Wrath

) (7xyvp5%) R At e
Noboru SHIMOMURA

In the previous issue of the MEMOIRS (Vol. 9, No. 1) T reported on mysticism in To a God Unknown.
There, in order to pursue the main theme of the novel, I studied the relation between the two catego-
ries—Christian and pagan—into which so many references and allusions to mysticism are classified. In
this paper. on the other hand, in order to clarify what makes this novel, as it were. immortal, I have
investigated the relation betwcen social concern and mysticism, as a series of my research of Stein-

beck’s mysticism.

T . Introduction

This is the novel which reveals the strongest social concern of all Steinbeck’s. Because
of this novel he is sometimes taken for a socialist by the hasty reader. His concern and
sympathy, which was once shown on the weaker, eccentric or oppressed in the lowest social
stratum in The Pastures of Heaven (1932) and Tortilla Flat (1935), is now directed to poor mi-
grant farm laborers in In Dubious Battle (1936), Of Mice and Men (1937) and The Grapes of Wrath
(19395. In In Dubious Battle, he tries to objectively observe the movement of the two conflict-
ing groups, great land-owners and migrant farm laborers, in the midst of strikes, which were
rampant in and around the Salinas Valley. And in The Grapes of Wrath his social concern once
and for all gets so high-voltaged that he predicts the advent of some social reform.

And at the same time, there are a large number of references, allusions and parallels to
Christianity (whether pro or con) and some kind of mysticism, generally considered to be
quite opposite to the above social concern. For instance, Jim Casy deserts Christianity ; Uncle
John is obsessed with the sense of sin ; Tom Joad succeeds Jim Casy in terms of some kind of
mysticism. Furthermore, there are some direct quotations from the Bible, such as “Two are
better than one, because they have a good reward for their labor....”! (Ecclesiastes 4 : 9-12).
At first these references, allusions and quotations look random and chaotic, because some of
them are for Christianity and the others against it.

In this paper, as for social concern, we investigate first of all the social background of
this novel, next the relationship between his mnon-teleological thinking and social concern and
then the development of social concern in the novel. On the other hand, as for mysticism,
we study the references, allusions and parallels to and quotations from the Bible, next anti-

Christianitvy negating the above and then something like the Emersonian transcendentalism
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going beyond Christianity. After through the above-mentioned process, we finally come to
investigate the correlation between social concern and mysticism. Social concern and mysti-
cism—quite opposite-looking at first glance ; by studying the correlation bétween the two, we
might be able to find a clue wherewith we can tell what distinguishes this novel from other

proletarian novels in the 1930’s, what makes this novel, as it were, immortal.

- 1. Social Concern

a. Social Background

In the fall of 1929, the boom in industry and commerce, which all the nation had been
enjoying except farmers, was suddenly blown out simultaneously with the heavy fall of stock
prices. Triggered by the panic, there sprang up many social problems : the bankruptcy of a
large number of banks, railway companies, private firms and factories, the increase of distress
on farmers already tortured enough and the decrease of opportunity for employment of all
the salaried people such as engineers, teachers and so on. These phenomena took place all
over the states from New York to California. As a result, the number of the unemployed
was estimated in 1933 at approximately 12 million (one fourth of the nation). The fear of
bankruptcy and starvation fell down on the huts of tenants and sharecroppers as well as on
the urban flats of industrial laborers and the busy quarters of big cities.? President Franklin
D. Roosevelt who was sworn in amidst the unprecedented depression advocated ‘New Deal,’
wherewith to help farmers out of distress, calling to the ‘forgotten men.’ He courageously
launched forth on the policy of relief and recovery. In fact there were put into force several
acts, such as Agricultural Loan Act whose objective was to enable farmers to get back their
mortgaged land, offering loan with a lower interest-rate and Agricultural Adjustment Act whose
objective to keep up the produce prices by leading farmers to voluntary production control.
Also plans for public construction were carried out to increase the opportunity for employ-
ment, while on the other hand plans for relief were actively launched out. 3

However, there were still a tremendous number of sharecroppers in the lowest stratum
who could not be saved by the nets of policies. For instance, as for AAA, which was consid-
ered to be remarkably effective, its object was limited to great land owners, because medium-
and small-size farmers could not afford to decrease the acreage under cultivation. On
the contrary, owing to the aftermath of production control, sharecroppers were either shut
out from work, or forced to succumb to a lower pay. Furthermore, on account of both the
introduction of tractors to save man-power and the attack by the dust storm since 1934, a
large number of small-size farmers and sharecroppers were driven to California out of Okla-
homa, Texas, Kansas and so on. The number of those migrant farm laborers amounted to
some 221,000, only one fourth of whom managed to get a job. The rest moved to and fro,
desperately looking for job, literally starving. Of course, as mentioned above, there was the
system of relief. But many of them could not be eligible for it, because of too short a period
of stay at one place. *

Confirming the description of dust storm by Steinbeck, Ivan Ray Tannehill, assistant

chief of the Forecast Division of the U.S. Weather Bureau remarks :
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The desert seemed to be spreading into the
Plains. By 1935 topsoil was blowing in
tremendous quantities. At intervals there were
winds of high velocity with spiraling masses of
powdery dust. As time went on the dust, which
was coarse in the beginning, was blown again
and again and became exceedingly fine.

Dust drifted into feed stacks and covered

the pastures. In some places, livestock died
from starvation and suffocation. Wet blankets
were placed over doors and windows. People
covered their faces with wet cloths.... Ranch
homes were deserted. Drifts piled up and
stopped trains and automobiles. Planes were
grounded. Driving sand removed paint from
automobiles and pitted windshields. During
some of the storms, artificial light was

needed at noon. Business was suspended. In
some cases it was so dark from dust that
pedestrians collided in the streets. These
conditions occurred at intervals for several
vears. (CGW, p. 7)

He adds that the ensuing damage by locusts during the five years’ dust storm period
from 1934 to 1938 reached $ 300 million. The above information tells us how severely farming
people were distressed because of the damage by the Dust Bowl conditions following the De-
pression. °

In spite of the desperate efforts by the government, it was not until the immediate ap-
proach of the war that they managed to escape the above plight. In short, they were not

saved by the nets of policies, but by the mounting war-time boom. ¢

b. Non-Teleological Thinking and Social Concern
In Dubious Battle’, which was published three years before this novel, is one of the ex-
periments of his favorite idea ‘Non-Teleological Thinking.” This is an attempt to see a phe-
nomenon as a whole objectively without personal prejudice, without giving any evaluation or
criticism. He is said to have acquired this idea from his close friend Edward F. Ricketts,
a marine biologist. His moral attitude in the novel could be summarized in the following

remark by Doc Burton :

‘... want to see the whole picture—as

nearly as I can. I don’t want to

put on the blinders of “good” and “bad”, and
limit my vision. If T used the term “good”
on a thing I'd lose my licence to inspect it,
because there might be bad in it. Don’'t you
see ? I want to be able to look at the whole
thing.” (IDB, p. 115)

In this idea, he regards the movement of striking farm laborers as that of group men,

as that of one big organic living thing.




12 RIESEEMIEEHRHRE B12% #1% (1976)

‘...J want to watch these group-men,

for they seem to me to be a new individual,

not at all like single men. A man in a group
isn’t himself at all; he’s a cell in an

organism that isn’t like him any more than

the cells in your body are like you. I want

to watch the group, and see what it's like. ...
Yes, it might be worth while to know more about
group-man, to know his nature, his ends, his

desires. They are not the same as ours. ...
(IDB, pp. 116—117)

Here we can see his detached attitude of observing the activities of communists-led
striking farm laborers infuriated by hunger and maltreatment, putting aside the evaluation of
“good” or “bad.” On the other hand, in The Grapes of Wrath he casts away the composure and
shows his profoundest sympathy with the labores, while on the other hand his most vehe-
ment wrath against the great land owners. What cé.used him to change his moral attitude ?
Actually, in the fall of 1937, he witnessed the miserable life of migrants along Route 66 from
Oklahoma to California, driving his own car himself. He reports in “Epilogue : Spring 1938”
in Their Blood [Is Strong.

It is a beautiful spring. There has been

no war in California, no plague, no bombing

of open towns and roads, no shelling of cities.
It is a beautiful year. And thousands of
families are starving in California. In the
county seats the coroners are filling in “mal-
nutrition” in the spaces left for «causes of
death.” For some reason, a coroner shrinks
from writing “starvation” when a thin child is
dead in a tent. For it's in the tents you see
along the roads and in the shacks built from
dump heap materials that the hunger is, and it
isn’'t malnutrition. It is starvation. (CGW, p. 88)

Notwithstanding the counter-charges directed at Steinbeck for this novel from many
quarters, what he witnessed was many starving children and adults. He finishes the article

by adding the following remark :

Next year the hunger will come again, and the
year after that, and so on, until we come out of
this coma and realize that our agriculture for

all its great produce is a failure. If you buy

a farm horse and feed him only when you work him,
the horse will die. No one complains at the ne-
cessity of feeding the horse when he is not work-
ing. But we complain about feeding the men and
women who work our lands. Is it possible that
this state so stupid, so vicious and so greedy
that it cannot feed and clothe the men and wo-
men who help to make it the richest area in the
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world ? Must the hunger become anger and the
anger fury before anything will be done ?

(CGW, p. 92)

He insists on the need of urgent help, citing the analogy of a farm horse, and criticiz-
ing the great land owners for their folly. This report is beautifully materialized into an

impassioned passage of The Grapes of Wrath.

-

There is a crime here that goes beyond denun-
ciation. There is a sorrow here that weeping can-
not symbolize. There is a failure here that top-
ples all our succsss. ... And children dying of pel-
lagra must die because a proft cannot be taken from
an orange. And coroners must fill in the certifi-
cates—died of malnutrition—because the food
must rot, must be forced to rot....; and in the eyes
of the people there is the failure ; and in the eyes
of the hungry there is a growing wrath. In the
souls of the people the grapes of wrath are filling
and growing, growing heavy for the vintage.

(GW, p. 477)

The warm side of Steinbeck who has much concern and sympathy toward the weaker suddenly
appears on the surface against the cool side in non-teleological thinking that was revealed in
the preceding novel. He believes in an ‘underlying pattern’ and he negates the implication of
mysticism in the idea.® Against his will, however, he is naturally to come to imagine of
some thing like Providence that sets the pattern in motion either behind it or in it. This is
the very thing that is to be modified as ‘mystic.” Besides, as is revealed in the course of this
study of the novel, his idea of ‘big-soul’ which seems to come from non-teleological thinking
is very near to the Emersonian ‘over-soul.” So, considered from this view-point the relation
between social concern and non-teleological thinking is also near to that between social con-
cern and mysticism. Later in the novel we find that both of the two are rather well-balanced
with each other. Thus, his social concern almost ranks shoulder to shoulder with his non-
teleological thinking. For example, the above impassioned passage goes in parallel with the

following cool passage from non-teleological thinking.

“Ever'thing we do—seems to me is aimed

right at goin’ on. Seems that way to me.
Even gettin’ hungry—even bein’ sick ; some die,
but the rest is tougher. Jus try to live the
day, jus’ the day.” (GW, pp. 577-8)

Of course, this passage is meant to emphasize the imperishability of the people, and
at the same time it smacks of the theory of natural selection. But in Sea of Cortez (1941) which
was published not long after this novel, he has had his social concern somehow cooled off all
at once and comes back to non-teleological thinking. He might be shrinking from the unex-
pectedly wide and serious repercussions and reactions caused by this novel. Here he coldly

writes of the problem of unemployment as an operation of natural selection :



14 RIESFHIFRTRRSE $128 H1% (1976)

During the depression there were, and

still are, not only destitute but thriftless

and uncareful families, and we have often
heard it said that the country had to

support them because they were shiftless and
negligent. If they would only perk up and

be somebody everything would be all right. ...
This view may be correct as far as it goes,
but we wonder what would happen to those
with whom the shiftless would exchange places
in the large pattern-—those whose jobs would be
usurped, since at that time there was work
for only about seventy percent of the total
employable population, leaving the

remainder as government wards. ¢

The above remark is not strange, seeing that a few pages later in the same essay he
says, Non-teleological ideas derive through “is” thinking, associated with natural selection as
Darwin seems to have understood it’ (§C, p. 135).

It seems that for him sociological ideology or political system did not matter so much.
He just felt so sorry for the starving migrants and so much hated the great land owners for
their folly and injustice that he called out for the need of urgent relief, hoping a life can live
on without being hampered or smothered. So, when such wretched conditions decreased or
disappeared, his social concern naturally did the same in response, though he never seems to

have lost his sympathy toward the weaker.

c. Development of Social Concern

We are going to study the development of the main characters’ social concern in this
novel. For that purpose, it is essential to investigate that of the author’s social concern at
the same time because herein he himself shows a strong, crude feeling against the social in-
justice.

Those sharecroppers, who have lost their crop because of the dust storm, are pressed to
go away from their land by banks and finance companies, holder of their mortgaged land, by
reason that the land can produce no profit any longer. He speaks of banks and finance com-

panies as ‘monsters’ through the mouth of the owner man :

If a bank or a finance company owned the
land, the owner man said, The Bank—or
the Company
have—as though the Bank or the Company
were a monster, with thought and feeling,
which had ensnared them. These last would
take no responsibility for the banks or the
companies because they were men and slaves,

needs—wants—insists—must

while the banks were machines and masters
all at the same time. (GW, pp. 42-43)

Banks and finance companies are monsters, but even they will die without profit as well

as all living creatures without food, or will be eaten up by larger monsters. Thus, monsters
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get fewer in number and larger in size. This is the very essence of capitalism. Besides, the

«

tractor driver’s remark, “...the bank gets orders from the east....” (GW, p. 52), indicates that

those farming states were rather like the colonies of the Eastern capitalists in those days.
Casy calls them die-hard “Gila monsters,” whose “poison is drippin’ an’ drippin’ into the hole
he’s made with his teeth” (GW, p. 175). Grampa actually dies the moment he is taken away
from home. The rage against the cold-blooded monsters gets larger and larger. To protect
themselves from the poisonous monsters, the weaker must solidify themselves. Thus, there
first comes the rage and then the sense of relationship. This can be seen in the following
dialogues between the Wilsons and the Joads helping each other by lending the tent for the

dying Grampa and fixing the broken car in turn.

“We're beholden to you,” said pa.

“There’s no beholden in a time of dying,” said
Wilson, and Sairy echoed him, “Never no beholden.”
Al said, “I’ll fix your car—me an’ Tom.” And

Al looked proud that he could return the family
obligation. (GW, p. 190)

Ma said, “You won't be no burden. Each'll
help each, an’ we'll all git to California.
Sairy Wilson he’'ped lay Grampa out,” and
she stopped. The relationship was plain.
(GW, p. 202)

Great land owners in the Western states are nervous about the government policies and
the forming of unions, and they fear and hate the migrant laborers, because they know the

new comers are fierce.

The two men squatting in a ditch, the little

fire, the side-meat stewing in a single pot, the
silent, stone-eyed women ; behind, the children
listening with their souls to words their minds
do not understand. The night draws down. The
baby has a cold. Here, take this blanket. It’s
wool. It was my mother’s blanket—take it for
the baby. This is the thing to bomb. This is
the beginning—from “I” to “we.” (GW, p. 206)

Muscles aching to work, minds aching to create bevond the single need—this is man,
this shows ‘Manself.” But now, no land, no money, no work. There is no means left other

than solidarity for the migrant laborers.

The works of the roots of the vines, of the
trees, must be destroyed to keep up the price,
and this is the saddest, bitterest thing of

all. Carloads of oranges dumped on the
ground. ... There is a crime here that goes
beyond denunciation. There is a sorrow here
that weeping cannot symbolize. There is a
failure here that topples all our success.

The fertile earth, the straight tree rows,
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the sturdy trunks, and the ripe fruit. And
children dying of pellagra must die because

a profit cannot be taken from an orange.

And coroners must fill in the certificates

—died of malnutrition—because the food must
rot, must be forced to rot. -
The people come with nets to fish for

potatoes in the river, and the guards hold

them back ; they come in rattling cars to get
the dumped oranges, but the kerosene is sprayed.
And they stand still and watch the potatoes
float by, listen to the screaming pigs being killed
in a ditch and covered with quicklime, watch
the mountains of oranges slop down to a putre-
fying ooze ; and in the eyes of the people

there is the failure ; and in the eyes of the
hungry there is a growing wrath. In the souls
of the people the grapes of wrath are filling

and growing heavy, growing heavy for the
vintage. (GW, pp. 476-477)

This is a passage corresponding to that of “Epilogue; Spring 1938” mentioned in the
preceding chapter. Against the beauty and fertility of the spring in California, on one hand
there are many starving migrant laborers and children, while on the other hand great land
owners are limiting the acreage under cultivation and dumping produce on the ground, in
order to keep up the price. There is no greater crime than this. This chapter (25) begins
with “The spring is beautiful in California,’ and as it goes on in the prose style, its tone gets
more and more tense. At last it becomes something like verse. In the quotation, about the
beginning, the phrase ‘Tere is...’ is repeated, about the middle [f] sound and the word ‘must’
are repeated and then about the end ‘growing.’ And finally this chapter ends with ‘growing
heavy for the vintage’ at the climax of his wrath against the social injustice.

From the very wrath arise the main characters’ deep sympathy and sense of relation-
ship amidst the adversities. This sense of relationship is established between the Joods and

the Wilsons, among the migrant laborers in the government camp and between the Joads and
the Wainwrights.

Ma fanned the air slowly with her cardboard.
“You been frien’ly,” she said. “We thank you.”
The stout woman smiled, “No need to thank.
Ever’body’s in the same wagon. S'pose we was
down. You'd a give us a han’.”

“Yes,” Ma said, “we would.”

“Or anybody.”

“Or anybody. Use’' ta the fambly was fust.
It ain’t so now. It's anybody. Worse off we
get. the more we got to do.”

(GW, p. 606 ; italics mine)

¢ ’ : PR : : ¢ - 7 ’
Ever'body’s in the same wagon.” is very significant. Of course here the same wagon

means an actual wagon, and at the same time can be construed as meaning our society. So,
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this sentence seems to stress the sense of relationship among the weaker. Finally through
this sense of relationship, Ma tells her daughter Rose of Sharon to give her milk to a starving
old man in the barn. )

Viewed in this light, social concern—first the rage against the social injustice and then

the sense of relationship—finally develops into the sublimest act of life-feeding.

T Mysticism
a. Christianity

The title of this novel The Grapes of Wrath itself hints at ‘the great winepress, of the
wrath of God’ (Revelation 14 : 19), as Peter Lisca points out. There are thirty chapters in
the novel, but in fact it can be divided into three parts: drought (chapters 1—10), journey
(11—18) and sojourn in California (19—30). These seem to correspond to oppression in E-
gypt, exodus and settlement in Canaan, respectively. Besides, ‘Joad, the name of the family,
seems to mean ‘Judah’; accordingly the exile of the Joads from the South corresponds to the
exodus of the Israelites. Also, the names of the main characters have much to do with the
Bible ; Jim Casy (Jesus Christ), Tom (Thomas, one of the 12 disciples; but most probably
from Tom Collins, a director of a mobile-camp unit), Rose of Sharon (“I{Christ] am the
rose of Sharon...” [Canticles 2 :1]), Noah and Uncle John (John the Baptist). Next, the
following are some examples direct from the Bible :

(Grandpa is buried together with a note from the Bible.)

Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven,
whose sin is covered. (Psalms 32: 1 ; GW, p. 195)

(Immediately before Jim Casy is clubbed to death
by one of the deputy sheriffs, he utters to them.)

You fellas don’ know what you're doin’.
(Luke 23: 34 ; GW, p. 527)

(Tom remembers Casy’s remark from the Bible,
when he realizes “now a fella ain’t no good
alone.”)

‘Two are better than one, because they have a
good reward for their labor. For if they fall,
the one will 1if’ up his fellow, but woe to him
that is alone when he falleth, for he hath not
another to help him up.’
(Ecclesiastes 4 : 9—12 ; GW, p. 570)

Then, the following show their similarity to the Bible in terms of prose style.

In the towns, on the edges of the towns,
in fields, in vacant lots,

the used-car yards, the wreckers’ vards,
the garages with blazoned signs—

Used Cars, Good Used Cars.

Cheap transportation, three trailers

(GW, p. 83)
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The tractors had lights shining,

for there is no day and night for a tractor

and the disks turn the earth in the darkness

and they glitter in the daylight.

And when a horse stops work and goes into the barn

there is a life and vitality left,
.................. (GW, p. 157)

Besides the above, there are numberless examples of direct quotations from the Bible

as well as parallels and similarities to it. Therefore, it might be safe to say that Steinbeck

used the Bible as the basis of this novel.

b. Anti-Christianity
As mentioned above, this novel is predominantly Christian in tone. And at the same
time we notice an anti-Christian coloring. For instance, the once ardent preacher confesses :

“I was a preacher,” said the man seriously.
“Reverend Jim Casy—was a Burning Busher.
Used to howl out the name of Jesus to glory.
And used to get an irrigation ditch so squirmin’
full of repented sinners half of 'em like
to drownded. But not no more,” he sighed. “Just
Jim Casy now. Ain’t got the call no more....”
(GW, p. 27)

This is Casy’s declaration of his deserting Christianity. And he adds, “... Got a lot of

sinful ideas—but they seem kinda sensible.” This added remark seems to betray not only his

giving-up of the religion, but his anti-Christianity, for he is neglecting one of the most essen-
tial principles in Christianity. Casy goes on to negate the religion.

An’ 1 says, ‘Don’'t you love Jesus ? Well, 1

thought an’ thought, an’ finally I says, ‘No, I

don’t know nobody name’ Jesus. I know a bunch of stories,
but I only love people. An’ sometimes I love ’em fit

to bust, an’ I want to make ’em happy, so 1

been preachin’ somepin I thought would make

'em happy.’ (GW. p. 32)

He confesses that he loves Jesus no longer, but loves people instead. And further he

elaborates on his view of sin.

Before I knowed it, I was sayin’ out loud,

‘The hell with it! There ain’t no sin and

there ain’'t no virtue. There’s just stuff

people do. It’s all part of the same thing.

And some of the things folks do is nice,

and some ain’t nice, but that’'s as far as

any man got a right to say. (GW, pp. 31—-32)

He completely disregards the concept of sin and gives up the criterion of judgement of
‘good’ or ‘evil. Instead he substitutes the concept of ‘nice’ or ‘ain’t nice’ for them, saying
‘There’s just stuff people do.’ This seems to show the author’s belief under the circumstances

that ‘virtue’ or ‘vice’ is only the phenomenon of the activities of man’s life-force.
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And then he gives a piece of advice to Uncle John who is always obsessed with the

sense of sin that he has left his wife alone to die.

“You think it was a sin to let my wife
die like that ?” “Well,” said Casy, “for
anybody else it was a mistake, but if you
think it was a sin——then it’s a sin. A
fella builds his own sins right up from

~ the groun’.” (GW, p. 306)

The following quotations show other characters’ reaction to Uncle John who troubles

them all with the mention of the ‘sin.’

Ma : Ma turned from the fire. “Don’ go tellin’,
John,” she said. “Tell ’em to God. Don’ go
burdenin’ other people with your sins. That
ain’t decent.”

“They’re a-eatin’ on me,” said John.

“Well, don’ tell ’em. Go down the river

an’ stick your head under an’ whisper ’em in
the stream.” (GW, p. 365)

Tom : “Go ri’ ’long. I ain’t no good. I
ain't no good. Jus' a-draggin’ my sins,
a-dirtyin’ ever’body.”

“You got no more sin’'n anybody else.”
(GW, p. 377)

Pa: Uncle John shook his head over his
plate. “Don’t look like we're a-gonna
get shet of this here. I bet it’s my

»

sin.
“Oh. shut up !” Pa cried. “We ain’'t
got the time for your sin now....”

(GW, p. 535)

Finally pa resolutely turns down John's sissy remark of ‘sin’ in the midst of the family’s
crisis.

The basic principles of Christianity—irrespective of any sect, Catholic or Protestant—are
as follows1? .

(1) God’s absolute sovereignty-—God is really the absolute sovereign who is boundlessly wise,
mighty, affectionate and just.

(2) Jesus Christ’s divinity—Christ is God’s only child.

(3) Original sin—man is incomplete, fallible and apt to commit crimes.

(4) Redemption—man can be saved by believing in the effect of Christ’'s redeeming death.
(5) The guidance by the Holy Bible—the Bible is the words revealed by God.

First Casy negates (1) and (2) and then, negating (3), he declares that he has a sinful
ideas and that he regards them sensible. As long as he negates (1) and (2), it means that he
also disregards (4) and (5). This is the total negation of Christianity.

As mentioned above, most of the Joad family-members disregard Uncle John’s mention

of sin.” Furthermore, in the government camp Ma chases the Pharisee-like old woman, Sandra,
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swinging a stick, who tortures Rose of Sharon, though Ma does not negate her being a Chris-
tian. The above seems to show the negation of Christianity, or rather anti-Christianity by

the main characters.

c. Transcended Christianity or Transcendentalism

Casy says he has come to realize that the essence of Christianity should be ‘love, and

~yet not ‘love’ toward God or Christ but ‘love’ toward men and women :

“I figgered about the Holy Sperit and the
Jesus road. I figgered, “Why do we got to
hang it on God or Jesus? Maybe,” I figgered,
‘maybe it's all men an’ all women we love ;
maybe that’s the Holy Sperit—the human
sperit—the whole shebang. Maybe all men got
one big soul ever’body’s a part of.” Now I sat
there thinkin’ it, an’ all of a suddent—I

knew it. I knew it so deep down that it was
true, and I still know it.” (GW, pp. 32—33)

All men and women have the ‘human sperit'—the very ‘Holy Sperit,’ and accordingly
they are as holy as God. Besides, each of them shares part of ‘one big soul’” This is the
world of mysticism where Christianity is transcended, and seems almost equal to the Emerso-
nian ‘Oversoul’ mentioned in Sea of Cortez (p. 150). The following are the passages quoted

from Emerson’s “The Over-Soul.”!!

The Supreme Critic on the errors of the past
and the present, and the only prophet of that
which must be, is that great nature in which
we rest as the earth lies in the soft arms of
the atmosphere ; that Unity, that Over-Soul,
within which every man’s particular being is
contained and made one with all other ; that
common heart of which all sincere conversation
is the worship, to which all right action is
submission ; that overpowering reality which
confutes our tricks and talents, and constrains
every one to pass for what he is, and to speak
from his character and not from his tongue,
and which evermore tends to pass into our
thought and hand and become wisdom and virtue
and power and beauty. We live in succession, in
division, in parts, in particles. Meantime within
man is the soul of the whole ; the wise silence ;
the univerasl beauty, to which every part
and particle is equally related ; the eternal One.
(pp- 268—269)

A man is the facade of a temple wherein all
wisdom and all good abide. What we commonly
call man, the eating, drinking, planting,
counting man, does not, as we know him, repre-
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sent himself, but misrepresents himself. Him
we do not respect, but the soul, whose organ
he is, would he let it appear through his
action, would make our knees bend.

(pp- 270—271)

The above passages almost go in parallel with the foregoing remark of Casy’s. But a

further scrutiny reveals that there is some difference in the view of a common man between
1

the two great authors. Emerson respects, not a common man, but the soul when shown

through his action. On the other hand, Steinbeck makes Casy remark, “...an’ I'm gonna be
near to folks. I ain’t gonna try to teach ’em nothin’. I'm gonna try to learn.... Gomna cuss
an’ swear an’ hear the poetry of folks talkin’. All that's holy, ...” (GW, p. 128), and “...

Heard a fella tell a poem one time, an’ he says ‘All that lives is holy.” Got to thinkin’, an’
purty soon it means more than the words says....” (GW, pp. 196—7). In short, Emerson re-
gards the soul of a common man as holy, while on the other hand Steinbeck thinks of the life
of a common man as such. Even Steinbeck, however, does not acknowledge the holiness in
the capitalists and their followers, calling them ‘monster’ (GW, p. 45) and ‘slaves’ (GW, p. 43),
respectively.

This difference in the view of a common man seems to arise from that of their sur-
roundings. Steinbeck has been witnessing the migrants’ plight, especially the starving conditions.
His urgent problem is how to save the life of those starving migrants from the poisonous
capitalism. It is natural that his view should be far more sympathetic with a common man.

This kind of mysticism also seems equal to the fifth and last of what Warren French
calls Steinbeck’s ‘five layers,” that is, ‘pure-consciousness.’!?

To conclude the article concerning mysticism, all the references and allusions to Chris-
tianity, whether pro or con, could be attributed to this final mystic goal : transcendentalism.
This kind of mysticism deploys together with the vehement social concern, intertwining .itself

with the latter and enriching the novel with the moving, vital life-force.

Iv. Correlation between Social Concern and Mysticism

Steinbeck’s vehement indignation against the social injustice of capitalism reaches its
climax in Chapter Twenty-five, as already mentioned in II.c. Development of Social Concern.
There he even predicts the advent of a social reform. And at the same time he maintains
that there is nothing left for people to combat the social injustice with but their solidarity,
in order to keep up the last drop of humanity and human dignity in the midst of the most
miserable living conditions caused and poisoned by the overwhelming capitalism. It is those
main characters including Tom as a central figure that struggle to embody the author’s pur-
port. It is also significant that Jim Casy is included in the company. The author. who
tried to find a new figure of Christ in the West in To a God Unknown, here again tries to create
another new figure of Christ out of Jim Casy. This new figure is that of Christ in the depres-
sion in the 1930’s, and that for the wretched migrating farm laborers being dispossessed by
both the raging dust storm and the poisoning capitalism. Owing to the presence of Casy, a

sort of mysticism is added to this otherwise merely sociological novel : there is caused to exist
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the correlation between social concern and mysticism. Casy gives a sort of grace to the
Joods :

“TI ain’'t sayin’ I'm like Jesus,” the preacher
went on. “But I got tired like Him, an’ I

got mixed up like Him, an’ I

went into the wilderness like Him, without no
campin’ stuff. Nighttime I'd lay on my back
an’ look up at the stars ; morning I'd set an’
watch the sun come up ; midday I'd look out from
a hill at the rollin’ dry country ; evenin’ I'd
foller the sun down. Sometimes I'd pray like I
always done. On’y I couldn’ figure what I was
prayin’ to or for. There was the hills, an’
there was me, an’ we wasn’'t separate no more.
We was one thing. An' that one thing was
holy.” (GW, p. 110)

Casy comes to a revelation after the troubled wander in the wilderness like Christ. He
realizes the holiness of oneness of man and nature, which is scarcely different from the Em-

ersonian ‘Over-Soul.’

“An’ 1 got thinkin’, on’y it wasn’t thinkin’,

it was deeper down than thinkin’. I got
thinkin’ how we was holy when we was one thing,
an’ mankin’ was holy when it was one thing.
An’ it on’y got unholy when one mis’able

little fella got the bit in his teeth an’ run off his
own way, kickin’ an’ draggin’ an’ fightin’.

Fella like that bust the holiness. But when
they're all workin’ together, not one fella for
another fella, but one fella kind of harnessed

to the whole shebang—that’s right, that’s

holy. An’ then I got thinkin’ I don’t even

know what I mean by holy.” (GW, p. 110)

He further goes on to regard the oneness—solidarity and cooperation—of people as holy.
Here we can see the embryo of the correlation between social concern and mysticism. He de-
clares he will pray for the dead no longer, but for the living people who do not know which
direction to take, because ‘All that lives is holy’ (GW, p. 196). He makes up his mind to learn
something by living together with the dispossessed people he regards as holy. He accompanies
the Joods. For the purpose of saving Tom from the crisis, he volunteers to be put in jail.

Later, when he appears again before Tom as an active strike leader, he confesses :

“Here’s me, been a-goin’ into the wilderness
like Jesus to try find out somepin. Almost
got her sometimes, too. But it’s in the

jail house I really got her.” (GW, p. 521)

For the first time, while in jail, he is awakened to the true social concern, not in the

idea but in the real life : something in life or the truth of the world.
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For instance :

(1) “Well, they was nice fellas, ya see.
What made ’em bad was they needed stuff.
An’ I begin to see, then. It's need that makes

all the trouble....” (GW, p. 521)
(2) The lesson on the importance of speaking up
~ together or cooperation of people in the
sour beans problem. (GW, p. 521)
(3) “... "Anyways, you do what you can. An’/

he says, ‘the on’'y thing you got to look at

is that ever’ time they’s a little step fo’'ward, she
may slip back a little, but she never slips clear back.
You can prove that,” he says, ‘an’ that makes the whole
thing right. An’ that means they wasn’'t no waste
even if it seemed like they was.”” (GW, p. 525)

Soon after giving the above lessons to Tom, Casy is clubbed to death by one of the
deputy sheriffs. But he leaves the Christ-like remark “You don't know what you’re-a doin’”
(GW, p. 527 ; cf. Luke 23 : 34, ‘Father, forgive them ; they do not know what they are doing.”).
We might be allowed to say Casy has sacrificed himself to save the starving people as the
new Christ in the depression of 1930’s. Tom is greatly influenced by Casy and though unable
to understand Casy’s remark fully he succeeds Casy in terms of Casy’s lessons. Tom, who
has now been so enlightened sociologically as to remark “...I been a-wonderin’® why we can't
do that all over. Throw out the cops that ain’t our people. All work together for our own

thing—all farm our own lan’” (GW, p. 571), tries to comfort the troubled Ma, saying :

“Well, maybe like Casy says, a fella ain’t
got a soul of his own, but on’y a piece of a
big one—an’ then—"

“Then what, Tom ?”

“Then it don’ matter. "Then I'll be all
aroun’ in the dark. I'll be ever'where—
wherever you look. Wherever they’s a fight
so hungry people can eat, I'll be there.
Wherever they’s a cop beatin’ up a guy, I'll
be there. If Casy knowed, why, T'll be in
the way guys yell when they're mad an’
T'll be in the way kids laugh when they're
hungry an’ they know supper’s ready. An’
when our folks eat the stuff they raise an’
live in the houses they build—why, I'll be
there. See? God, I'm talkin’ like Casy.

Comes of thinkin’ about him so much. Seems
like I can see him sometimes.” (GW, p. 572)

The remarks, ‘a fella ain’'t got a soul of his own, but on’'y a piece of a big one—' and ‘Then
T'll be all around in the dark.” are of mysticism, while the remark, ‘Wherever they’s a fight
so hungry people can eat, I'll be there.” is of social concern and at the same time a mixture of

social concern and mysticism. The subsequent remarks are nearly the same.
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Anyway, this is the climactic correlating remark of social concern and mysticism,
which reveals Tom’s resolution to follow his moral mentor Casy, the sociological Christ-figure,
as a strike-leader. ‘

After Tom’s departure, the whole responsibility and burden of the dissolving family falls
not upon pa but upon Ma. Frustrated with the wretched conditions in California, Pa com-
plains, “Comin’ a long time—no work, no crops. ... Seems like our life’s over and done” (GW,

p. 577). Replying to Pa, Ma says :

“No, it ain’'t,” Ma smiled. “It ain’t, Pa.
An’ that’s one more thing a woman knows. I
noticed that. Man, he lives in jerks—baby
born an’ a man dies, an’ that’s a jerk—gets
a farm an’ loses his farm, an’ that’s a jerk.
Woman, it’s all one flow, like a stream,
little eddies, little waterfalls, but the

river, it goes right on. Woman looks at it
like that. We ain't gonna die out. people
is goin’ on—changin’ a little, maybe, but
goin’ right on.” (GW, p. 577)

Ma explains her knowledge of the imperishability and eternity of people acquired

through her own intuition.

The stout woman smiled. “No need to thank.
Ever'body’s in the same wagon. S’pose we was
down. You'd a give us a han’.” “Yes,” Ma said,
“We would.” “Or anybody.” “Or anybody. Use’
ta be the fambly was fust. It ain’t so now.

It’s anybody. Worse off we get, the more we
got to do.” (GW, p. 606)

The above dialogue in the same wagon in the heavy rain shows Ma’s firm realization of
the true social concern : the importance of solidarity of people.
To escape from the flood, Ma leads Rose of Sharon to a barn on the higher ground.

When she finds a starving old man lying there,

She looked at Rose of Sharon huddled in the
comfort. Ma’s eyes passed Rose of Sharon’s
eyes, and then came back to them. And the two
women looked deep into each other. The girl’s
breath came short and gasping.

She said “Yes.”

Ma smiled. “I knowed you would. I knowed !”
She looked down at her hands, tight-locked in
her lap. ... Rose of Sharon loosened one side
of the blanket and bared her breast. “You
got to,” she said. She squirmed closer and
pulled his head close. “There!” she said.
“There.” Her hand moved behind his head
and supported it. Her fingers moved gently
in his hair. She looked up and across the
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barn, and her lips came together and smiled
mysteriously. (GW, pp. 618—9 ; italics mine)

In order to save the old man, Ma needs milk. But she has no money or milk. What
is left for her as the last means is... Rose of Sharon hitherto considered to be the morally
weakest obeys Ma’s high-handed implicit demand. The very last word of this novel ‘mysteri-
ously’ seems to show the perfect satisfaction of the woman who has awakened to motherhood—
gi¥ing birth to and bringing up a life. In this very moving, though quite controversial,
scene of Rose of Sharon’s direct act of saving the starving old man from death, is the climactic

form of correlation between social concern and mysticism embodied.

V. Conclusion

What is the reason why this novel seems popular regardless of the age and the nation ?
What makes this novel, as it were, immortal and universal seems to be the above-mentioned
mysticism coupled with the social concern. In other words, the amalgamation of the two,
social concern and mysticism, highly advocates humanism. On one hand, the wrath against
the social injustice that steps over the boundary of the concept of non-teleological thinking
has developed into the advocacy of solidarity of the weaker in society : on the other hand,
Christianity is finally transcended into the Emersonian Over-Soul. The advocacy of solidarity
of the weaker coming out of social concern and the mysticism of ‘Ove-Soul’ transcending
Christianity are closely intertwined, as it were, into one tenacious rope in the novel. The two,
well-intertwined like a rope, highly praise the vital force of life.

In short, the mysticism Casy has realized in the wilderness is solidified by his experi-
ences in the crude social realities in the jail where he is put for Tom. This same solidified
mystic-social lesson is handed down from Casy to Tom. After Tom’s departure, it is handed
down to Ma. Ma realizes the eternity of life and the imperishability of people through her
own intuition. Fianlly, this lesson, the amalgamation of social concern and mysticism, is
fulfilled when Rose of Sharon so far considered to be the weakest in social concern gives her
own milk (life) to the starving old man.

“Biology and myth provide the two poles of Steinbeck’s world,” as Joseph Fontenrose puts
it.13  And yet, Steinbeck’s mysticism seems to be based on the wonders of both life and the
cosmos. In a sense biology and mysticism are both sides of one and the same thing. So, it
is quite natural that Steinbeck should have declared war against the poisonous power of capi-
talism that is suffocating the activities of life. In order to cope with the poisonous capitalism,
he maintains, an individual life ‘T" should be united into ‘we’—manself. Therefore, this is not
merely a story of the movement of the Okies, but the story of manself’s struggle for existence,

that is, the hymn to the vital life-force of manself.
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On the Pressure Welding of Superplastic Zn-Al Alloy

Takaaki OSHITA and Mituo YAMANE

The influence of working conditions on the pressure welding of superplastic Zn-Al alloy was inves.
tigated. The results obtained were as follows.
(1) The minimum pressure required for the pressure welding was 1.3~2.0 times the flowing stress of
the material at the working tempreture.
(2) The tensile strength of the pressure-welded material increases with the working temperature, but
it decreases with the working pressure.
(3) The separation resistance of the material at the pressure-welded part increases with the working

temperature and the working pressure.
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Studies on the Elliptical Profile Gam with
an Oscillating Follower (Report 2)

——Flat Plate Foliower——

Hironori ITOSHIMA

The flat plate follower is oscillating on the elliptical profile of the cam and the pivot of the cam
is chosen in the center of the ellipse. The elliptical curve is expressed In xy coordinates on the cam.

The anguiar motion of the oscillating follower is analysed. The oscillating angle, the pressure
angle, the angular acceleration and the specific sliding are examined.

If the center distance, the oscillating angile, the ratio of the angular accelerations at the starting
point and the end point are specified and if the specific sliding of the cam at the end point is specified,

then each size of the cam and the offset of the flat plate follower can be obtained. In this way the

best cam can be designed.
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Studies on the Eccentric Elliptical Profile Gam
with a Reciprocating Follower (Report 1)
Circular Arc Follower
Hironori ITOSHIMA
The profile of the cam is an ellipse and the pivot of the cam is offset from the center of the
ellipse. The reciprocating follower is a roller or a circular arc mushroom follower and is offset from

the pivot of the cam. The curve of the cam is expressed in xy coordinates.

The motion (displacement, velocity and acceleration) of the reciprocating follower is analysed.
The pressure angie, the offset and the specific sliding are examined.

If the lift of the follower, the pressure angle at the starting point are specified and if the sum
of the semi-major axis of the ellipse and the radius of the follower are specified. then the eccentricity
of the cam and the offset of the follower are decided.

If the ratio of the accclerations of the follower at the starting point and the end point is specified,
then the axises of the ellipse and the radius of the follower can be obtained. Consequently the best

cam can be designed.
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A Statistical Theory of the Output Probability
to a Zero-Memory Time-Variant System with a Non-Linear Feedback Element

and an Arbitrarily Distributed Random Excitation

(Dept. Elect. Engrg.) Seijiro HIROMITSU
(Hiroshima Univ.) Mitsuo OHTA

A unified theory of the statistical treatment for the output probability distribution is introduced
in the case when a general class of random process of the arbitrary distribution type is passed thr-
ough a time-variant system of zero-memory (memoryless) type with a non-linear feedback element,
using a statistical Tagrange’s series expansion method.

For the purpose of finding the effect of a non-linearity of the feedkack element on the output
probability distribution, the explicit expressions of probability density and distribution functions are
derived in the general form of non-orthogonal expansion series reflecting the effect of forward linear

element into the first term.
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Measurements of Luminance and Representation

of the Luminance Pattern by TV system

Kazuhiko HARADA

I.uminance measurements and the luminance distribution in the visual field are important elements
of representing the characteristics of lighted environments.

In this paper, the author has studied measurements of luminance and representation of the lumi-
mance pattern {from the TV screen which the object was reflected by using the luminance photometer
and the X-Y recorder. The object was the manikin’s face under incandescent lamps lighting. And the
luminance was 10~130 cd/m?, The characteristic between the luminance of the object and the lumi-
nance on the TV screen was not out of proportion in 70~90 cd/m? by our system. Therefore, the

results were not correct than by photographic photometry ones.
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A Study on the Reinforced Concrete Slabs

Seiro MARUGAMI
Hiroshi ARAKI
Koji HARADA

Bending monents of tow-way reinforced concrete slabs of highway bridges under T-loads are caluc-
ulated. Main aim of this study is to get the maximum values of bending moments Mx and My. The
maximum values obtained here are larger than those shown in The Specifications of Highway Bridges
by several percents. The differcnce between the former and the latter is mainly due to variety of the

way of charging T-loads.
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Experimental Study on the Driving Tensile Stress on the Concrete Pile

Kiyohiko Kuro

An experimental study on stress waves produced by the longitudinal impact on mortar columns
used as the models of concrete piles was made. The strain waves and the displacement velocity waves
at the definited points of the column were odserved with a dual beam synchroscope.

The influence of the cushion placed between striker and column on the driving stress, the mecha.
nism of the generation of driving tensile stress, and the internal friction of concrete piles were
studied, based on the test data obtained by the experiment. Furthermore, the adaptability of the

Smith's method for the evaluation of the driving tensile stress was examined.
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Experimental Study on Reinforced Goncrete Braced Frames

(Report 1) On Stiffness, Strength and Ductility

Yasuhiro FUKUHARA

Eight spesimens of one-storied and one-spanncd reinforced concrete braced frames with one-tenth
scale, were tested, subjected to alternating repeated horizontal loads at the top beam level with cons.
tant axial load at the tops of the columns. These tests were intended for obtaining some basic data
on earthquake resistance capa-cities of reinforced concrete truss frames.

This report intends to show and discuss, stiffness. strength and ductility of reinforced concrete

braced frames.
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